
BRITISH EAST INDIA COMPANY BIOS 
 
Robert Clive, 1st Baron Clive 
Major-General in the British Army and Commander-in-Chief of British India. Worked with Warren 
Hastings and largely credited with establishing, consolidating, and maintaining the EIC’s hold in 
Bengal. Has considerable influence over military affairs in India. 
 
Charles Gascoigne 
Businessman, inventor, and employee of the British East India Company. Had a number of business 
and political connections to the British Royal Navy and Russia. 
 
William Farquhar 
Major-General in the Madras Army belonging to the EIC. Residents of the important South East Asian 
flashpoints of Singapore and Malacca. Possesses considerable influence regarding military, political, 
and economic affairs in South East Asia. 
 
Warren Hastings 
Governer-General of Bengal, Governer of India, and employee of the EIC. Worked with Robert Clive 
and is largely responsible for the establishment, consolidation, and maintenance the EIC’s control of 
Bengal. Has massive political influence in India.  
 
Edward Misselden 
Leading Mercantilist thinker, deputy governor of the Merchant Adventurer’s Company, and employee 
of the EIC. Negotiated on behalf of the EIC with the VOC in the early years of both companies. 
Influential in terms of economic scholarship and the trading policies of the EIC. 
 
James Atkinson 
Scholar and employee of the EIC. Appointed to a number of political positions in Bengal. Particularly 
influential and well-connected with the British political apparatus controlling India. 
 
Jean Chardin 
French traveler, merchant, jeweler, and member of both the French East India Company and British 
East India Company at different times. Published a number of writings about his travels throughout 
Persia and Asia under the auspices of the FEIC. Particularly influential in the British Court. 
 
Richard Hotham 
Merchant, property developer, and politician who owned a controlling interest in a number of ships 
operated by the EIC. Influential in terms of the naval operations of the EIC. 
 
Richard Honyman 
Scottish politician, landowner, and official in the EIC. Held the position of Deputy Commercial 
Resident in Ramnad, India. Influential in British politics and the operations of the EIC in India. 
 
James Edward Alexander 
Career soldier in both the EIC’s army and the British Army. Experienced military veteran of numerous 
British colonial wars and European conflicts. Largely influential in terms of the military affairs of the 
British Army. 
 
Andrew Mackay 



Scottish Mathematician and examiner for the EIC. Contributed to contemporary theories of navigation 
and the use of navigational tools. Influential in terms of the naval operations of the EIC particularly in 
making shipping more efficient. 
 
Benjamin Guy Babington 
Physician, inventor, and government official of the Indian Service in Madras. He studied at the East 
India Company College. Influential in politics in India. 
 
James Balfour Sir John Child, 1st Baronet 
Appointed governor of Bombay and President of Surat by the EIC. Controlled all of the EIC’s trading 
establishments in India. Has considerable influence in the economic and political operations of the EIC. 
 
Alexander Duff 
Missionary and education reformer who worked with the EIC to establish the first Christian missions in 
India. Largely responsible for introducing many Hindus and Muslims to Christiantiy. Largely 
influential in religious and social affairs of India. 
 
Nathaniel Dance 
Naval Commadore and operator of numerous merchant vessels of the EIC. The most famous captain of 
the EIC’s merchant convoys. Influential in the shipping operations of the EIC between India and 
Britain. 
 
Richard Wyche 
Early director and pioneer of the EIC. Known for discovering a number of islands on behalf of the EIC. 
Helped shape a number of policies for the fledgling EIC. 
 
John Johnstone 
Scottish businessman, soldier, and administrator of Bengal employed by the EIC. Known for a major 
corruption scandal that made him and the Johnstone family massively wealthy. Influential in internal 
affairs and operations in India of the EIC. 
 
George Macartney, 1st Earl Macartney 
Irish statesman, diplomat, and administrator who helped expand Britain’s sphere of influence 
throughout India and China. Largely known for his somewhat successful expedition to China. Has 
considerable diplomatic influence that helped the success of the EIC in India and China. 
 
Thomas Robert Malthus 
Famous political economist and professor at the East India Company College. Best known for his 
economic theories of population. Influential in terms of the EIC’s overall trading policies and practices. 
 
Henry St. George Tucker 
Prominant English investor and member of the EIC. Held a number of positions in the EIC, particularly 
Accountant General, Director, and Chairman. Has considerable influence over the finances and the 
internal operations of the EIC. 
 
Richard Levett 
Lord Mayor of London, a director of the Bank of England, and Merchant Adventurer of the EIC. 
Known for creating a massive business empire based out of London. Influential in the economic affairs 
of the EIC. 



 
John Weddell 
English Sea Captian who served in the Muscovy Company and the EIC. Known for his early voyages 
to India that helped establish the EIC’s hold. Influential in terms of the shipping operations of the EIC. 
 
John Woolmore 
Chairman of the East India Docks Company. Built the East India docks in London and controlled much 
of the shipping of the EIC. Influential in the shipping operations of the EIC. 
 
  



DUTCH VOC MATRIX BIOS 
 
Jan Huyghen van Linschoten 
Jan was  initially a mariner who worked under the Portuguese viceroy in Goa. While there he kept a 
diary of all the secrets of Portuguese sea routes and trade practices. Using this information, he was able 
to break the Portuguese monopoly on East Indian trade.  
 
Cornelis De Houtman 
Similar to Linschoten, Houtman was a Dutch mariner who spied on the Portuguese to discover their 
secrets. Houtman also completed the first successful Dutch voyage to Indonesia in 1592, a symbolic 
victory but logistical failure that doomed ⅔ of the crew and barely broke even.  
 
Jacob van Neck 
After the expeditions of Houtman and Linschoten, van Neck was the second Dutch explorer to touch 
ground in Indonesia. He lead the first commercially journey to the spice islands, landing in Batam, 
Indonesia. Van Neck would later go on to serve as mayor of Amsterdam after losing 3 fingers during a 
naval battle with Spanish galleons near Ternate 
 
Pieter Both 
Initially, Both served as an admiral for the VOC until he was asked to become the first Governor-
General of the Dutch East Indies colony. During his tenure he made contact with the Moluccans, 
conquered Timor, and drove the declining Spanish Empire out of Tidore 
 
Gerard Reynst 
Served as a merchant and trader for the VOC until he was asked to take over as Governor-General of 
the Dutch East Indies. His tenure was short as he died of Dysentery in Jakarta only 5 years after taking 
office. 
 
Laurens Reael 
Starting as a VOC commander in 1611, Reael made his way up to Governor-General by 1616. Reael 
resigned his post due to disputes with the VOC’s ruling body the Lords XVII about how to deal with 
the English and the native Indonesians. Reael was a fair man and an ardent pacifist who believed in 
using diplomacy to succeed. In 1617, before he was replaced as Governor-General, he fought the 
Spanish at the Bay of Manila in the Philippines, the British in Bantam, and the Mataram Sultanate on 
Java.  
 
Sir Henry Middleton 
Middleton traveled to the East Indies where he encountered the already established Dutch and Spanish 
empires and battled them for trade superiority. He was the first Englishman to truly compete with the 
Dutch VOC 
 
Jan Pieterszoon Coen 
Coen was the fourth Governor-General of the Dutch East Indies. Even by the standards of the era Coen 
is seen as a Machiavellian warmonger with a love of violence. He was combative both physically and 
verbally with subordinates and critics. He was responsible for large expansions of Dutch borders and 
the creation of Batavia, the Dutch capitol city in the East Indies.  
 
Eustachius De Lannoy 



Lannoy was a Dutch naval commander who attempted to establish a trading post in South India in 
1741. He was defeated and imprisoned by the Travancore army. After agreeing to train the Travancore 
in European tactics and weaponry, De Lannoy was freed and promoted to the rank of general. He 
served the Maharaja until his death. 
 
Joseph De La Vega 
Vega was a successful Jewish merchant born in Spain, but who did business in the Netherlands. He is 
most famous for writing a book called Confusion on Confusions which is largely regarded as the first 
book on the mechanisms of stock exchange. 
 
Jan van Riebeeck 
Riebeeck established the first settlement at Cape Town. The colony he created there would give birth to 
the Afrikaners and the country of South Africa.  
 
Cornelis De Graef  
A very powerful Amsterdam politician and financier. He is a member of the De Graef Family and an 
opponent of the Orange Family. He is also a famous proponent of the Dutch Republic 
 
Steven Van Der Hagen 
The first admiral of the Dutch East India company. Van Der Hagen was more or less a pacifist and anti-
monopolist who wished to focus on positive business relations and only use force as a last resort. He 
sided with Laurens Raeal while he was Governor-General and was a critic of Coen 
 
Pieter Hasseler 
An initial investor in the Dutch East India company. He ran an Amsterdam based brewery and served 
on the city council. 
 
Johannes Hudde 
a mayor of Amsterdam, famed mathematician, and Governor-General of the Dutch East Indies in its 
later years. 
 
Joan Huydecoper van Maarsseveen 
six times mayor of Amsterdam and a prominent business man. His business was tanning and real estate 
development in Holland. He was a good friend and ally to De Graef. 
Dirck Van Os 
a military man of Belgium, he later moved to Amsterdam and became one of the first and largest 
investors in the Dutch East India company. He also invested in Henry Hudson’s journey for a Western 
passage. 
 
Saartje Specx  
a half-Japanese, half-Dutch concubine. Her flirtations with a soldier ended in his beheading at the 
hands of Governor Coen. She was spared and married to a Calvinist Minister and lived out her short 
life in Taiwan. 
 
Douwe Aukes  
an indomitable fighter and formidable Dutch VOC captain, Douwe served in the first Anglo-Dutch war 
and helped set up Dutch Capetown colonies. 
 



Hendrik Becker 
Originally served as a naval commander and an army commander on Java. In 1706 he was named 
Governor of Dutch Ceylon. He funded hospitals and improved VOC finances in the colony of Ceylon. 
 
Titia Bergsma 
The first woman to visit Japan, she has many sculptures and pictures drawn of her. 
 
Willelm Bontekoe 
a Dutch captain that would have had otherwise unremarkable service if not for the publication of his 
journal on his adventures in Indonesia on behalf of the company 
 
Jacobus Bontius  
a famed Dutch physician and pioneer of tropical medicine. He journaled about beriberi and the 
epidemic of dysentery on Java. Interestingly he also put the word “orangutan” into the European 
vocabulary. 
 
Pieter van den Broecke 
a cloth merchant who worked for the VOC. Van den Broecke was famous for his work in establishing 
trade strategies and examination of West African societies. His work was instrumental in the 
establishment of Angola. He also helped Coen rule over the Banda Islands and oversaw the genocide 
that occurred there during the monopolization and depopulation. 
 
Jeronimus Cornelisz 
a religious fanatic who led a mutiny aboard the Batavia. He and his crew shipwrecked on an island in 
the Bralhos Archipelago. Jeronimus turned the island into a personally ruled murder fest as he killed 
off crew members when supplies became scarce. He was eventually captured and executed for his 
crimes. 
 
Gerrit de Graeff 
Governor-General during the golden age of Holland. He oversaw the creation of the Surinam company. 
 
Johan van Heemskerk 
a Dutch poet and lawyer who represented the Netherlands in a dispute about Amboyna. 
 
Johan Bax van Herenthals 
a prominent Afrikaner, Johan was Commander of the Cape Colony, governor of Galle and Colombo in 
Sri Lanka, and was about to be Governor of Ceylon but died before he could take the position. 
 
Sir Henry Hudson 
born a Brit, Hudson explored the Americas around the Hudson Bay on behalf of the VOC, and set the 
bedrock for Dutch colonization of the area. 
 
Dr. Theodorus van Kooten 
a member of the committee that destroyed the VOC. He was also a radical Patriotttenijd sympathizer 
which had anti-monarchy tendencies. 
 
Isaac Le Maire:  



initially the largest shareholder in the VOC, Le Maire’s unscrupulous financial practices won him 
disfavor within the company and he was ousted. He worked as a traitor with the King of France to start 
a French East India company and hurt the VOC. 
 
Francoise Levalliant 
a naturalist sent by the VOC to the Cape Colony of Africa to examine and categorize the new animals 
found there.  
 
Cornelis Matelief 
a Dutch admiral who was tasked with destroying Portuguese power in the East Indies. He ultimately 
failed in this capacity. 
 
Petrus Plancius 
a map expert who served the VOC in cartography of Indian trade routes. 
 
Georg Eberhard Rumphius  
a German born botanist, Rumphius was famous for his work in the Dutch East Indies. He was also an 
anti-colonialist advocate. 
 
 


