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Procedure  
NATO’s Procedure will follow the general BMUN procedure used throughout the 
conference. As a specialized committee however, it may contain a substantial element of 
crisis because of its role as a military alliance. Members of the committee will be able to 
pass directives in response to critical developments in the committee that may require 
their immediate action.  
 
Directives  
For delegates who are new to the idea of crisis, directives differ from resolutions in the 
sense that they are purely operative clauses, intended for the executor to take individual 
action or group action. They require specific orders or actions, as well as a intended 
recipient of the action instead of being written for an amorphous international 
community.  
 
Article 5 
One of the enduring principles of NATO is the principle of collective defense as 
enshrined in Article 5 of the Washington Treaty. The principle of collective defense 
considers an attack against any one Ally as an attack against all Allies, the specificities of 
Article 5 extend into Article 6, which describes the territories and military forces that fall 
under the jurisdiction of Article 5. Our committee will continue to operate under the 
auspices of Article 5, where necessary.  
 
Though the article was established in 1949, it was first invoked in the immediate 
aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks against the United States. The official invocation of 
Article 5 is differentiated from the implementation of enhanced collective defense 
measures necessary to secure an ally against an external threat. On other occasions, the 
Alliance has also implemented such measures at the request of Turkey, and in response to 
Russia’s illegal military intervention in Ukraine. Likewise, though the article says that a 
response by the alliance may include armed force, it does not mandate force, it merely 
promises to take “such action as it deems necessary”. A variety of different actions may 
be deemed appropriate, ranging from diplomatic censure to security armament.  
 
Article 5 of the Washington Treaty:  

“The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or North 
America shall be considered an attack against them all and consequently they agree that, 
if such an armed attack occurs, each of them, in exercise of the right of individual or 
collective self-defence recognised by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, will 
assist the Party or Parties so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in concert 
with the other Parties, such action as it deems necessary, including the use of armed 
force, to restore and maintain the security of the North Atlantic area. 

Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof shall immediately be 
reported to the Security Council. Such measures shall be terminated when the Security 
Council has taken the measures necessary to restore and maintain international peace 
and security.”  
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