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PRESS Pre-Conference Assignment 

There will be three sections in the Pre-Conference Assignment for the PRESS CORPS. These 
three sections are designed to guide delegates’ understanding of the media outlets they have been 
assigned, how journalism writing works, and the ethical dilemmas that plagued modern day 
journalism. 
 

1. Your Media Profile:  
For the first section, Please respond to the two prompts provided in around 750 – 1250 

words total. Include and cite at least four sources.  
1. Please research and write about your newspaper outlet. Some newspapers will have more 

information readily available about their operations, political affiliations, and loyalties 
than others, so do your best to find out what you can. Look into the ownership of the 
outlet as well as any major donors. Include any details that will help you build an idea of 
how journalists writing for your paper would approach world events and other 
newsworthy topics.  

2. Please research and write about the state of the media in the country within which your 
paper operates. Is the media relatively free or does it fall under state control? Are 
journalists safe in this country or is writing certain kinds of article a dangerous 
undertaking? Are there any nationwide trends, such as clientelism, that may influence 
how articles are written? What topics might be important to this country’s audience? 

 
2. Article Practice:  
 For the second section, there are two separate tasks, a two-paragraph analysis of two 
articles, and an original article by the delegate from the perspective of their news outlet.  

1. Find two articles from two sources that describe the same story (any major event from the 
last five years) in significantly different ways. In about two paragraphs, analyze the 
possible influences that might be acting on the journalists’ differing versions of events. 
You can provide links to the articles or copy them directly onto the document.  

2. From the perspective of the news outlet you have been assigned, please write your own 
article about the event. You may have to do additional research to find information 
relevant to your outlet/country. Please keep the article between 300-400 words.  

 
3. Short Answer Topics: 
 Please choose two out of the three questions and answer them in approximately 250 
words each. These are questions that do not have clear right or wrong answers, so what we 
would like instead is your educated opinion. Feel free to disagree with any of the analysis in the 
rest of synopsis as long as you can tell us why and present an alternative.  
 

1. Should media outlets aim for complete objectivity or can bias sometimes be useful? 
2. What might the effects of citizen journalism be in the long run? 
3. What should the role of journalism be in these changing times? 


