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Chapter 1: Introduction 

UNESCO Committee Topics 

In the United Nations Education, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) of 

BMUN XLV, we will be discussing two main issues of primary importance. The two issues are 

listed and briefly described below – for further information please refer to the topic synopses that 

have been published and posted on the Official BMUN Website, available at 

bmun.org/committees/unesco. 

 

Topic 1: The Rights of Children in Armed Conflict  

This issue focuses not only on the prevention of children in armed conflict, but also on the 

rehabilitation and reintroduction of children who have been previously used in such conflicts 

back into society. 

 

Topic 2: Reconsidering the 2030 Education Agenda  

After the expiration of the Dakar Framework for Action, the introduction of the new replacement 

Incheon Framework has drawn a lot of criticism from UN officials and member nations. Its new 

approach and utilization of broad-spectrum solutions while also pulling back a lot of direct 

support for national governments will be hotly contested in this committee. UNESCO will decide 

which aspects of the Incheon Framework and its accompanying action plans and documents 

should be supported or stricken while also re-evaluating literacy and what goals the global 

community should work toward in the overall realm of education. 
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THIMUN Procedure Description 

This year UNESCO will be utilizing a different procedure than the standard BMUN 

procedure. In the interest of debate, UNESCO will be enforcing The Hague International Model 

United Nations (THIMUN) procedure. This structure of debate includes some major structural 

differences in the workings of the committee that will need to be understood prior to conference 

for the committee to run smoothly and for delegates to achieve the best experience possible in 

BMUN 65.  

This guide will provide in depth definitions of important terms in its second chapter and 

will describe the functioning of committee in the third and final chapter. This handbook is meant 

to be a concise and easy-to-read guide for delegates who are unfamiliar with THIMUN 

procedure. We do however understand that this can be slightly challenging for some delegates 

who are encountering this style of debate for the first time so if there is any confusion or any 

further questions, feel free to utilize our BMUN UNESCO blog to clear up any potential issues! 

We are here to assist you in any way we can to ensure that you all have the most productive and 

exciting time in UNESCO this year! 
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Chapter 2: THIMUN Rules of Procedure 

General Definitions 

Quorum 

Resolutions need a Quorum to be voted on. A Quorum is achieved when at least one 

third of the committee is present. The Chair may declare a session/committee open and permit 

debate when quorum is achieved.  

Lobbying 

Lobbying is the designated time (similar to an unmoderated caucus) provided by the chair 

for delegates to get together with other delegations to discuss potential solutions to the issues 

discussed in the committee. This is a time where resolutions are drafted and submitted to the 

chair. When most resolutions have been submitted, lobbying time will elapse and debate will 

begin on the submitted resolutions. Contrary to other BMUN committees, UNESCO’s first day 

in session of BMUN 65 on Friday will be devoted completely to lobbying. Delegates should 

come prepared with their resolutions and desired clauses to share and confer with other 

delegates.  

Roll Call 

Roll call must be taken every time delegates collectively return to committee. Usually, 

roll call is taken once in the morning before debate, and once in the afternoon after lunch. This is 

done to keep track of delegates present in the committee for security and functional purposes.  

Points 

Points during debate may not interrupt a speaker except for a Point of Personal Privilege 

due to audibility. All other points may be dealt with only when there is a debating pause, i.e. 
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when the speaker yields to Points of Information, to another delegate, or to the Chair. Delegates 

are able to raise points at any moment during debate by raising their placards in the air – the 

chair will recognize a delegate who’s placard is raised to hear their point. The following are a list 

of points and their definitions: 

Point of Personal Privilege:  

• Refers to the comfort and well-being of the delegate 

• May only interrupt speaker if it refers to audibility of the speaker  

• Audibility Example: “Point of Personal Privilege! Could the 

chair please ask the delegate to speak louder?” 

• General Example: “Point of Personal Privilege! Could the chair 

please turn off the AC as the room is very cold?” 

Point of Order: 

• Refers to procedural matter only i.e. if the Chair makes an error in the 

order of debate or in the setting/observing of debate time. 

• May not interrupt the speaker 

• Is not debatable 

• Should only refer to something that just happened, direct referral 

• General Example: “Point of Order! The chair just asked if there are any 

delegates in the house wishing to speak on the amendment? The delegate 

believes that we have already finished debating the amendment and are 

now back to discussing the resolution. As such shouldn’t the chair be 
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asking if there are any delegates in the house wishing to speak on the 

resolution?” 

Point of Information to the Speaker: 

• A question directed to the delegate who the floor, and who has indicated 

he/she is willing to open themselves up to Points of Information 

• The delegate asking a Point of Information can only ask his/her point if 

recognized by the chair 

• Must be formulated in the form of a question but a short introductory 

statement is permitted preceding the question 

• Only one questions may be asked at a time 

• Follow-ups may be entertained with the chairs discretion 

• There should be no direct dialogue between the delegate and the chair 

• General Example: “In the delegate’s speech, the delegate mentioned the 

creation of a rehabilitation program in Sierra Leone. Could the delegate 

please elaborate where the funds to support this program would come 

from?” 

Point of Information to the Chair: 

• A question directed to the Chair 

• May not interrupt a speaker 

• Can refer to almost anything, from issues to personal priorities, or pretty 

much anything/everything else that does not qualify under the other 
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points. 

• General Example: “Point of Information to the Chair! Can this delegate 

be excused early as her school is leaving?” 

Point of Parliamentary Enquiry: 

• A type of Point of Information to the chair that deals specifically with 

Rules of Procedure 

• May not interrupt a speaker 

• General Example: “Point of Parliamentary Enquiry! What is the default 

speaking time for a speech?” 

Motions 

Motions are actions taken by delegates that require support from the house and approval 

of the chair to be legitimized. A motion that is made by a delegate requires a “second” from 

another delegate to be put up for consideration in the committee. For example, when a delegate 

raises his/her placard and says, “Motion to move directly into voting procedures,” another 

delegate must raise his/her placard and state “second” upon which the chair will either rule that 

motion in order, out of order, or dilatory. Motions however are immediately voided if a delegate 

yells, “objection” to the said motion. The following are examples of appropriate motions that can 

be made during committee: 

Motion to move Directly into Voting Procedures 

• Calls for the closure of debate and a vote to be taken on the resolution or 

amendment pending 
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• If this motion is moved during time for an amendment, you move directly 

into voting procedures on the said amendment 

• Requires a “second” by the house, and is stopped by an “objection” from 

any delegate 

• The chair may overrule or allow the objections depending on time 

Motion for an Unmoderated Caucus 

• This motion calls for a breakout of committee for delegates to freely walk 

around and engage in conversation with other delegations without a formal 

process for debate 

• These motions are often conducted in order for discussion to occur outside 

of the regular debate setting 

• When motioning for an unmoderated caucus, the delegate that motions for 

the caucus needs to specify a time duration for the said unmoderated 

caucus along with its purpose. Eg. “The Delegate Motions for a 10 minute 

unmoderated caucus to discuss the potential removal of clause 5.” 

Motion to Table a Resolution 

• Calls for the temporary disposal of a resolution 

• Practically means the “death” of a resolution, due to lack of time it can 

only be re-discussed after all other resolutions have been finished being 

debated 

• Occurs if debate is deadlocked 
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• Submitter of the motion must give a short speech on why the said 

resolution must be tabled 

• Chair must then recognize two speakers in favor and two against the 

motion 

• The committee will then vote on the motion and passes only if a simple 

majority is reached (50% + 1) 

• If the motion fails, debate resumes 

• If the motion passes, debate on the resolution will end immediately 

Motion to Reconsider a Resolution 

• Calls for a re-debate and a re-vote of a resolution that has already been 

discussed (adopted or rejected) 

• Should only be entertained if there are no other resolutions pending for 

debate 

• Only necessary if no other draft resolutions on the issue are present 

• Needs two-thirds majority 

• Not debatable 

Motion to Withdraw Resolution 

• Can be done at any time (during debate) before voting has commenced if 

all submitters and co-submitters agree on withdrawal of the resolution 

• Can be reconsidered by any member of the forum 
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Motion to Extend Debate Time 

• Adds more time to the debate to allow for more speakers, amendments, 

etc. 

• Must be put to a vote and pass with a two-thirds majority 

• At to the chair’s discretion whether or not the motion is entertained 

Motion to Divide the House 

• Made after a vote where there were a large number of abstentions 

• Calls for a roll call vote 

• Delegates may vote to abstain, vote for, or vote against a 

resolution/amendment 

• Objections are not recognized for this motion / the decision is at the 

chair’s discretion 

Motion to appeal the decision of the Chair 

• Overrules decision of the chair 

• Must be made directly after the chair has made a decision 

• Requires a two-thirds majority to pass 

• If it passes, the chairs last immediate decision is overturned 

Yielding the Floor 

 Once a delegate completes a speech, the floor can be yielded in three different ways: 

• Yield to another Delegate: The floor can be yielded to another delegate from 
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another delegation (not the same if to representatives are present per delegation). 

This can only be done once consecutively and can be ruled out of order at the 

chair’s discretion. Eg. “The delegate of the USA in conclusion believes that this 

resolution should pass. The delegate would like to yield the floor to the delegate 

of the United Kingdom. 

• Yield to Points of Information: The floor can be yielded to Points of 

Information (questions) from the house after a speaker has finished. E.g. “The 

Delegate of the USA in conclusion believes that this resolution should pass. The 

delegate yields to any and all points of information.” 

• Yield to the Chair: The floor is given back to the chair resulting in an open floor 

that can be taken by any delegation to deliver a speech. E.g. “The Delegate of the 

USA in conclusion believes that this resolution should pass. The delegate yields 

the floor to the chair.” 

Amendments to the First Degree 

 Amendments to the first degree are changes to resolutions that are made after the 

resolution has been submitted to the chair, approved, and is currently being debated. 

Amendments are submitted to the chair during debate in legible handwriting on a piece of paper. 

In order for delegates to have their amendments entertained, they need to have submitted their 

amendment and upon the next open floor, must raise their placard and if recognized by the chair 

to take the floor to speak, must state that they have submitted an amendment to the chair. 

Amendments will typically be entertained in order of precedence but will prioritize constructivity 

over deconstrucitivity – amendments bettering clauses will be considered first over amendments 

that strike clauses. If the chair rules the amendment submitted in order, the following will occur: 
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• Debate time will first be set for the amendment eg. 10 minutes 

• Debate will move from the overall resolution to that of the amendment 

• The house will be opened up to speakers wishing to speak for or against the 

amendment 

• At the end of the allotted time, the committee will proceed into voting procedures 

on the amendment – delegates may vote for, against, or abstain 

• If the amendment passes, the change is incorporated into the resolution 

• If the amendment fails, the house returns back to debate on the entire resolution 

with no changes made 

Amendments to the Second Degree 

 Amendments to the second degree are changes made to the original amendment that was 

submitted. If a delegate submits an amendment to add three sub-clauses to the first operative 

clause of a resolution and another delegate submits an additional amendment removing one of 

those sub-clauses due to redundancy, then the latest amendment is considered an amendment to 

the second degree and the same process above occurs. Upon completion of debate and voting on 

the amendment to the second degree, debate will resume on the amendment to the first degree. 

Note that if the amendment to the second degree passes, the amendment to the first degree must 

still be voted on and passed.  

Voting 

 Only member states of the United Nations may vote. No non-member delegations or 

organizations are allowed to vote on amendments or resolutions. Delegations voting on a 

resolution or amendment may vote for, against, or abstain. All members must vote on 
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procedural matters. 

Note-Passing 

Note passing is permitted as a legitimate means of communication during debate between 

delegations. Due to the absence of an administrative staff to pass notes for delegates, delegates 

should pass notes to other delegations via passing them up and down the aisles through other 

delegates. Please be respectful and ensure that a note passed from one delegate gets to its 

intended recipient. 

Funding 

This is often a point of confusion in many MUN conferences and committees. In 

UNESCO, we are allowed to discuss the source of funding for projects and recommended 

solutions. It is however assumed that we have an unlimited amount of funds to draw from the 

mentioned sources. Nevertheless, when creating solutions remember to be realistic and 

pragmatic! 

Miscellaneous 

Please remember to only raise your placard when the chair calls for speakers for the 

house or if there is an urgent point or motion to be made. Mobile phones and laptops are not 

allowed during actual debate either. 
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Chapter 3: General Committee Logistics 

Committee Outline 

 During the first day of committee, all time will be spent on lobbying and the creation of 

resolutions. Resolutions are to be submitted by the end of the first day to the chairs for approval. 

Resolutions will be accepted in the order that they are received. Delegates should come to 

conference prepared with at least a few solutions to contribute to the process of resolution 

drafting. For reference on resolution formatting, submitting, sponsorship, and signing, refer to 

the BMUN XLV handbook. THIMUN procedure largely introduces changes in procedure during 

debate, however, resolution formatting and submitting in both THIMUN and regular committees 

remain consistent.  

 During the second and third day, debate will officially begin on the submitted resolutions. 

Time will be allotted to each resolution and debate will proceed in an orderly fashion until all 

resolutions are adequately debated and voted on. Debate in THIMUN committees typically 

remains in perpetual moderated caucus. That is, there is no speakers list whatsoever and 

delegates can speak on the resolution in whatever order they desire so long as the floor is open 

and they have been recognized to speak by the chair once they have raised their placard. 

Delegates may speak for or against resolutions and have the complete freedom to express their 

nation’s opinion on an issue. 

 Once in debate on a resolution, the chair will open the floor up so that delegates will be 

called up if they desire (by raising their placards) to speak on the resolution. Each speech will be 

followed by points of information (questions) if the speaker desires (see yielding options above) 

which upon finishing, will result in the floor once again opening to entertain another speaker. 

Debate continues in this manner indefinitely or until an amendment to the first degree (and 
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potentially second degree) is submitted which upon occurring, results in the aforementioned 

protocol above. At the end of the set debate time, the chair will move the house into voting 

procedures to determine whether the discussed resolution passes or fails. 

 

UNESCO Blog 

The dais understands that it could be quite difficult to internalize and completely 

understand this procedure without engaging in a proper simulation prior to conference. Since this 

is unrealistic, the chairs of UNESCO are making a special effort to ensure that any questions or 

confusion regarding the set procedure are solved/answered. The UNESCO blog on the website 

will not only be catered to helping delegates understand more about the issues they will be 

discussing in committee, it will also be used heavily to ensure that delegates are very familiar 

and comfortable with THIMUN procedure prior to conference. The blog can be accessed on 

unesco-65.blogspot.com; please feel free to use this resource as much as necessary and 

remember to reach out to us if you need any further clarification on anything at all! 

 

UNESCO Position Paper Guidelines 

Last year, BMUN’s THIMUN committee introduced the idea of writing the solution 

section of position papers in resolution format. This year I would like to continue this tradition to 

ensure that everyone has some experience with writing clauses. Furthermore, writing solutions in 

this manner will allow you to incorporate your clauses into resolutions with delegates much more 

efficiently since they are already in the correct format. Everything else about the position paper 

guidelines will remain the same and is accessible at bmun.org/delegate-resources/position-papers 


