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Hello delegates, welcome to Berkeley Venture Capital! BVC is different than the tradition-
al MUN committee; rather than writing resolutions you’ll be creating innovative business 
plans and pitching your ideas to the dais. The topic I’ve chosen for BVC is Technology 
in the Developing World: Environmental Sustainability. Environmentalism is becoming 
more common in all aspects of industry out of necessity. Harms to the environment have 
steadily been increasing through global warming, loss of biodiversity, and unsustainable 
use of natural resources. As I began to read more about development economics and 
international relations I noticed a pattern: developing countries sacrificed long term envi-
ronmental benefits in order to access economic growth. A reprioritization of the environ-
ment in favor of rapid urbanization and market expansion is problematic as the number 
of developing countries is increasing rapidly. As climate change becomes a more pressing 
issue, less developed countries are going to face the brunt of the impact and need to 
start taking steps in order to mitigate the problem. People around the world are facing 
increasing problems with access to water, food security, pollution, and other detriments 
to quality of life because of a lack of environmental efforts. 

Half of the topic synopsis discusses this issue in depth, and the other focuses on entre-
preneurial steps to help you think of your innovative solution. The solution can be any-
thing, a product, a company, or an improvement to an invention that already exists. The 
sky’s the limit! The easiest way to start thinking of a creative solution is to find an aspect 
of the problem that interests you the most. Using steps of the entrepreneurial process 
(ideation, market research, funding, pitching) you will be able to craft a fully developed 
business plan that could potentially help thousands of individuals in developing countries. 
During the course of BMUN, there will be the opportunity to collaborate and further de-
velop your business plan alongside peers who share the same goal as you do: find a way 
to increase environmental sustainability in developing countries. Thus, see your research 
and business plan as a stepping stone to a fully developed solution in the future.

As you begin to delve into research, I encourage you all to not only study academic works 
related to the issue but also companies and inventions which are actively seeking to 
make a difference in developing countries. Rather than broad solutions, attempt to solve 
problems in individual countries or communities affected by a specific problem. The more 
detailed your plan is, the more likely your business plan will be successful. Furthermore, 
by understanding the barriers constructed by a lack of infrastructure (and how others 
have adapted) your research will be more tailored to the real world instead of hypotheti-
cal solutions. Good luck!
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