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Historical Crisis - Carthage
 Carthage was an Ancient civilization that dominated much of the Western Mediter-
ranean region during part of the Classical and Hellenistic periods. The city of Carthage, 
located in modern-day Tunisia, was the center of an empire that clashed with Rome on 
several occasions during the Punic Wars.  The Punic Wars represented some of the most 
devastating conflicts in the region for millennia; a battle between two major powers that 
caused turmoil at a scale never before seen. Despite its role in the wars and its cultur-
al and economic prominence in Ancient history, Carthage is left out from most Western 
narratives of Classical history, mentioned only in the context of battles with the Roman 
Republic. Nevertheless, Carthage represents a challenge to the notion of Hellenistic dom-
inance of Ancient Mediterranean history and offers a fresh perspective on the origins of 
modern political systems, and the social and economic trends that shaped how civiliza-
tions in the region rose and fell.
 In this committee, you will represent important Carthaginian and Roman aristo-
crats, military leaders, bureaucrats, and politicians as you navigate a complex political 
landscape after the First Punic War. After a stunning Roman victory, the harsh terms of 
surrender are causing political and economic upheavals throughout the Western Med-
iterranean. A weakened Carthage has begun to lose control of trading outposts and 
settlements, but is determined to regain control and prestige. The Roman Republic in the 
meantime is divided as it attempts to fight other conflicts, secure war indemnities from 
Carthage, and expand. Tasked with protecting the security and integrity of your empires 
as well as the interests of your leaders, you will be exposed to the inner workings of two 
different civilizations. In the process, I hope you will gain an understanding of the effec-
tiveness of different political and economic systems in periods of cooperation as well as 
conflict. On a broader level, I also hope you’ll learn a little about distinct notions of ac-
countability and diplomacy as you debate with others whose characters have conflicting 
ideals. 
 As you do your research and prepare to play the role of historical figures, some of 
whose lives weren’t well documented, it is important to remember where the information 
you find comes from. Because Carthage was quite literally razed to the ground and her 
people slaughtered in 146 B.C. (long after the time period in which this committee takes 
place), the vast majority of the information available on Carthage was recorded second 
or third-hand by Ancient historians, none of whom were Carthaginian. The only first-hand 
information on Carthage comes from what archaeologists can glean from the scattered 
remains of Carthage and it’s outposts. As a result, you’ll have to pay special attention to 
the perspective of the authors who recorded Carthage’s history, meaning that the pro-
cess of doing research will require your full attention and engagement. 
Unfortunately, historians didn’t record everything about Carthage during the interwar pe-
riod, meaning that those of you representing prominent Carthaginians may have little to 
no detail about your specific characters. In addition, to include a diversity of opinions and 
important figures, not all of the figures you will be representing were alive or politically 
active at the exact time committee start (around 240 B.C.). The end of the topic synopsis 
contains a description of each figure and the role they will be playing in committee, and 
will hopefully clarify any questions you might have; make sure to look it over before start-
ing your research.


