
CIDH Position Paper Guidelines  

 
One of the best ways to prepare for any Model United Nations Conference is through researching for 
and writing a position paper.  Not only will it give you a structured opportunity to become more 
acquainted with your committee’s topic, but it will also allow you to fully flesh out your ideas and 
positions on the issues before the conference begins.  While most BMUN committees follow a standard 
format, the Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos will use a modified position paper structure to 
suit its specialized committee flow and topic. 
 
Rather than including your country’s position on a topic, as one would normally do in a position paper, 
your position paper should be divided up into three sections and be 5-10 pages, not including your 
bibliography: 
 
 

I. Historical Background of the Topic (15%)  
II. Initial Rulings (40%)  
III. Questions to Consider (40%)  

 
*Percentages are section length suggestions. 

 
 
Please identify each section through Roman numerals (I, II, III) in your papers.   
 

I. Historical Background of the Topic (15%)  

Delegates should show an understanding of LGBTQ history in Latin America with emphasis on individual 
country’s perceptions on LGBTQ rights. Delegates should focus on LGBTQ rights in Chile and study the 
progression of LGBTQ rights in the 2000s. Here, you should give a complete but succinct account of 
LGBTQ history and the greater implications this case had for human rights, family law, precedence, and 
international court systems. 

II. Initial Rulings (40%) 

Here, delegates must outline their initial stance on how they would rule upon the question of Karen 
Atala’s right to have custody of her children based on the American Convention on Human Rights. The 
ruling must be supplemented with evidence that can include legal theory, international law treaties, or 
case-specific statistics and documents. However, this should serve as a starting point for delegates when 
in they enter committee rather than their end-all be-all decision for the case--these positions can and 
should be developed as committee proceeds.  

 

III. Questions to Consider (40%) 

The CIDH topic synopsis outlines five questions to consider that delegates must respond to in this 
section. These questions are intended to inspire further research and thinking on the topic in ways that 
mirror how actual CIDH judges consider numerous practical and ethical dilemmas when crafting their 

 



verdicts. Your goal is to answer these questions analytically, taking into account the varying arguments 
on each side to help you develop the most comprehensive answers you can. 
Note: Under regular committee guidelines, position papers require you to answer two questions. For the 
purposes of this committee, delegates will need to answer all five. 
 
 
The percentages represent the weight at which the sections will be graded and recommended lengths 
for each section are provided. The remaining 5% that isn’t listed in the sections is for the Chair’s 
Discretion in grading, which is granted to papers that are correctly formatted with professional diction 
and proper grammar.  
 

Submission Instructions 

Format:  
● 5 pages maximum (page count does not include Works Cited) 
● Single spaced 
● 12-point font, Times New Roman 
● 1-inch margins 

 
Submission will be through Huxley. In depth instructions are provided on the last page of this guide. 
Position Papers are due on February 3rd to be considered for the Research Award, and February 10th to 
be considered for any committee award. Late submissions will not be considered, and submissions will 
be graded on a rolling basis. It is advised that delegates submit their position paper when they are done 
instead of waiting till 23:59 PST the day of the deadline to get it in, to avoid technical difficulties. 
 
 
Plagiarism and Citations 

All position papers will be extensively cross-referenced through various sources, both online and in-print. 
If there is any evidence of using the work of others without citations, the delegate(s) will not be eligible 
for an award. Any school that has multiple cases of plagiarism may be reconsidered for a School 
Delegation Award. It is the responsibility of the delegate and the advisor to ensure this does not 
happen. 
 
Delegates must also remember to correctly cite sources, and papers without any cited sources will not 
be accepted.  For more information on how to use in-text MLA citations, visit Purdue OWL. 
   

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


 


