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CIDH will discuss the case of Atala Riffo y sus niñas vs. Chile. This case is relevant and 
recent to modern Latin American international relations, and stands out for its focus on 
LGBTQ rights, gender-based inequality, and the role the international community has 
in enforcing rights within the borders of a nation. The core element of this case is how 
LGBTQ rights has become a central focus for human rights watchers and a prevalent 
issue for Latin American politics.

The Atala case is important because LGBTQ rights continue to be at the forefront of 
debates in Latin American nations. Many of these countries have historical ties to the 
Catholic church which continue to be very religiously conservative. Furthermore, there is 
a history of machismo and patriarchal society that continues to play a significant role in 
gender inequality and LGBTQ violence and discrimination. This court case is important, as 
it allows delegates to better understand the international community’s role in influencing 
societal norms. While this case does highlight a growing trend towards progressive poli-
tics, it is important to also remember that this case does not equate to an end to violence 
and discrimination.

For this year’s committee, we are attempting to try something new. The bilingual Spanish 
committee will be a court trial committee. The entire court proceedings will be in Spanish 
while the discussions we will have will be conducted in English. I hope that through this 
court case, delegates will learn how politics and societal norms play out in international 
proceedings. I hope for committee to be dynamic with delegates continuing to engage 
with the material and recreate this case in the current political settings within the US and 
Latin America. It is important though that delegates remain cognizant of the sensitivity 
behind the topic being discussed while also posing thoughtful questions. Ultimately, this 
committee will reflect on the current crisis LGBTQ people face while adding the intersec-
tion this has with gender.

To delegates: I hope you all recognize that this is an opportunity to learn about a rele-
vant societal issue amongst nations that are member to the IACHR. This is an issue that 
may affect some personally, and I wish for you to explore the topic as much as possible. 
While doing your research, examine current LGBTQ laws around IACHR countries and in 
other nations around the world. When reading through Karen Atala’s case, search for 
aspects that may have changed since the hearing. Add to the discussion and bring new 
elements into the trial. In the end, I would like you all to reflect on how this case has 
impacted the LGBTQ community, women’s rights, and family welfare practices across the 
region and whether this ruling could affect countries in other regions of the world if used 
as case law.

 


