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Hello Delegates! 
 
My name is Ashley Njoroge and I am a Senior at UC Berkeley from 
Nairobi, Kenya studying Cognitive Science and Computer Science. I have 
the distinct honor of being the Head Chair for the Council of Arab Social Affairs 
session. I have been active within the MUN community throughout high school and college. I 
have previously served as Head Chair of the Council of Arab Economic Affairs Ministers at the 
first Arab League conference as well as the African Union at Berkeley Model United Nations 
66th conference last March. Outside of MUN, I love going to concerts and art museums, 
discovering new places to eat and travelling. 
 
Your vice chairs are Celine Wherrit and Charlie Abbott. Read more about them below: 
 
Celine Wherritt is a freshman at Berkeley studying Environmental Economics and Policy with a 
Global Poverty and Practice minor. This year, she will be one of the Vice-Chairs of UNEP. 
Originally from Orange County, California, Celine has been an active member in MUN for the 
past 7 years. Outside of BMUN, she is heavily involved in Associated Students of the University 
of California (ASUC) and her sorority Alpha Phi. In her free time, she enjoys getting matcha 
lattes with her best friend who lives in the floor below, acting, watching Disney movies, and 
competitive napping. She is a proud owner of 3 doggos and 1 (dead) succulent. Celine is so 
excited to see what unique and innovative solutions delegates will discuss in committee this 
year! 
 
Charlie Abbott is currently a freshman here at Cal studying Global Studies and Sociology. He’s 
originally from Orange County but is enjoying his time as a new Bay Area transplant!  He is a 
HUGE coffee fanatic and can definitely recommend the best latte in Berkeley! This is his first 
BMUN conference and he is looking forward to seeing what great ideas you come up with to 
solve these pressing labor issues.  MUN has been a huge part of his life throughout high school 
and he is so excited to get to continue that experience!  Feel free to reach out if you have any 
questions about BMUN, or even Cal in general!  
 
The Council of Arab Social Affairs addresses issues of social development within Arab nations. 
This year we will focus on the media within Arab world nations and digital rights as well as the 
regional impact of climate change with particular attention paid to social and health concerns. 
Both of these topics are particularly pertinent within the Arab world with the repercussions 
having tangible socio political effects.  
 
Our committee will provide you with an opportunity to engage with highly relevant topics within 
the Arab world. It will require you to evaluate and weigh the needs of your country as well as the 



 

Arab League as a whole. In addition, debate is crisis driven meaning you will have to be able to 
adapt your solutions, positions and approach in a rapidly evolving environment. This style of 
debate allows you to practice critical thinking and problem solving skills as well as see regional 
dynamics in motion. Our hope is that you leave the conference with exposure to an unfamiliar 
style of debate and a better understanding of inter-arab relations. 
 
We are all super excited to meet you at this year’s Berkeley Model Arab League conference and 
engage is stimulating debate! 



Topic 1: Exploring the role of media outlets in public opinion, including state-sponsored 
news outlets and social media, and addressing the issue of digital rights.  

I. Introduction

A. General Background

Media - television, press, and online - plays a central role in communicating to the public what is 
happening in the world. In the cases where audiences do not have direct knowledge or 
experience of what is happening, they become particularly reliant upon the media to inform 
them. This is not to say that people uninhibitedly and uncritically accept all news, but it is to say 
that media has a special power in affecting public opinion. If the sources of the media exhibit 
bias, then that has an effect on public opinion, to the benefit of the media source. This often 
shows up in social and state media. (It is important to make the distinction between state-
sponsored and public sector media. State media is controlled both financially and editorially by 
the state; public sector media is funded directly or indirectly by the state, but wherein the state 
does not have tight editorial control.3) 

Digital rights is a wide-encompassing topic, and one that is not given lots of attention. Digital 
rights include intellectual property, such as film, music, and publications, but also include the 
access and control of this digital information. Another difficult aspect of digital rights is internet 
privacy, freedom of information, and piracy.4 This is a topic which is unique to the current age of 
technology, and because of its newness, is somewhat lacking in legislature and programming. 
Encryptions and watermarking are the most common technical protections, but more should be 
done to determine where digital protections should enforced, while defining technology’s 
relationship to national security.5 

B. History in the Arab World

Due to the unique cultural identities within the Arab world, Arab newspapers and publications 
have been around since the beginning of the 19th century, beginning with Journal Iraq in 1816.6 
Newspapers and other news outlets have existed on government funding for years, often leading 
to controversial levels of involvement. For example, Doha-based Al Jazeera is a popular regional 
news outlet, whose parent company the Al Jazeera Media Network, is owned by the government 

3 “Freedom Paper No. 1: Free & Independent Media.” Timeline -- B.C., ERIC Clearinghouse on Assessment and 
Evaluation Washington DC., www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/state/freedom1.htm. 
4 “What Is Digital Rights? - Definition from Techopedia.” Techopedia.com, 
www.techopedia.com/definition/24928/digital-rights. 
5 “Digital Rights Protection - a Great Challenge of the New Millennium - IEEE Conference Publication.” Design 
and Implementation of Autonomous Vehicle Valet Parking System - IEEE Conference Publication, Wiley-IEEE 
Press, ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/1572094/. 
6 “Journal Iraq.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 7 July 2018, en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journal_Iraq. 



of Qatar. Al Jazeera has stated that they are editorially independent from the government of 
Qatar, but this assertion has been disputed.7  

Arab nationals are avid social media users. WhatsApp tops the list of social media platforms 
used across the region with two-thirds of nationals using it, compared to a marginally lower rate 
for Facebook and only one-half using YouTube (67% WhatsApp, 63% Facebook, 50% 
YouTube). Tunisians, however, prefer Facebook and YouTube (57% Facebook, 41% YouTube 
vs. 7% WhatsApp). Instagram, Snapchat, and Twitter form a second tier, with usage rates 
between 20% and 35% (33% Instagram, 23% Snapchat, 20% Twitter).8 There is also the recent 
advent of the aptly named “social media influencer.” Common influencers in the MENA region 
include Huda Kattan of Huda Beauty fame, and Hayda al Ghazal, a UAE-based YouTube 
personality who was recently named a UN Ambassador.9 In regards to digital rights, because this 
is a very recent topic, there is little current programming in the Arab world that looks at, or 
develops this field. There is also little MENA-specific research into the topic and more can be 
done in council to formulate a League backed vision for the future of digital rights. 

C. Finding a Solution to the Problem: Past, Present, and Future

In searching for a solution for this topic, delegates must first of all be careful in respecting state 
sovereignty. Next, delegates should seek to recognize which sources of media have the strongest 
effect on popular opinion in their nations, and through the League as a whole - is there any 
overlap between platforms? Why or why not? Delegates can also endeavor to analyze the content 
of the media which is so heavily affecting public opinions. Is the content powerful because of 
repeat exposure? Appealing to popular beliefs? Is this a corrupt form of bias, or just a form of 
bias which can occur naturally based on region? Then, there is the issue of digital rights - how 
can states be convinced to create legislature for digital protection? Is legislature needed, or 
would another means of solution be more effective? This topic lends itself to many questions, 
which can be both an asset and a detriment when it comes to formal debate - so come prepared to 
discuss multiple avenues.   

II. Questions to Consider in Your Research

● What are the main media outlets used by the people of my country? Why are those more
popular than others?

● What are the difficulties with social media acting as a news outlet? How does this affect

7 Sabbagh, Dan. “Al-Jazeera's Political Independence Questioned amid Qatar Intervention.” The Guardian, Guardian 
News and Media, 30 Sept. 2012, www.theguardian.com/media/2012/sep/30/al-jazeera-independence-questioned-
qatar. 
8 “Social Media.” Advertising · MENA Media Industry, www.mideastmedia.org/survey/2017/chapter/social-media/. 
9 Amro. “Arab Women - Top 10 Social Media Influencers.” Forbes Middle East, 
www.forbesmiddleeast.com/en/list/top-10-arab-women-social-media-influencers/. 



the popular opinion? 

● What are the difficulties with news outlets having severe bias? How does this affect the
popular opinion?

● Does my country or other countries in the League have frameworks or programs that
protect digital rights?

III. Questions a Resolution Might Answer

● In what ways have current plans of analysis been successful? Should a solution to this
topic be based upon those, or will the League need to try a different avenue in order to
discover the best possible solution?

● Does this resolution create a plan of protection for digital rights which does not infringe
upon state sovereignty?

● Is this resolution creating a framework of analysis which may be implemented across
various forms of media, or is it specific to one type?

● Does this resolution analyze media while still maintaining some freedoms of press?

IV. Additional Resources

• The Role of the Media in the Construction of Public Belief and Social Change

This is a very valuable resource in the analysis of media on popular opinion. This study
by the Journal of Social and Political Psychology provides an in-depth look into why and
how media affects public belief and how it can bring about social change. The study is
not specific to the MENA region, but is more of a general study of human behavior in
response to popular media.

• Digital rights protection - a great challenge of the new millennium

This resource is a publication following the International Conference on
Telecommunication in Modern Satellite, Cable and Broadcasting Services, and provides
an in-depth overview of the difficulties and intricacies of digital rights in the modern era.

• Middle East Social Media Usage Trends Revealed

This resource is an article by the Arabian Gazette which provides an easily digestible



report of social media trends. There are also some pretty graphs. 

 

 

 

• Social Media in the Middle East - The Story of 2017 

This resource is a published report of the effects of social media in the Middle East 
throughout 2017. Discusses marketing, site-specific demographics and reports, the 
impact of social influencers, the escalation of political conflicts via social media, and 
also discusses social media censorship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Topic 2: Analyzing the social and health concerns that arise with climate change and 

water/ food scarcities.  

I. Introduction

A. General Background

 Due to the climate and geography of the Middle East and Northern Africa, this region is 
naturally prone to water-scarcity and dry land, often leading to agricultural difficulties, which in 
turn can lead to food scarcities. On the other hand, there are also many cases of politically- or 
economically-caused food/water scarcities. In these events, since the cause is bureaucratic, 
solutions are often even more difficult than in the event of environmentally caused scarcities.  

With climate change, the cause is almost always human/industrial. With climate change comes 
increased heat, decreased rainfall and raised sea levels, which not only affects agriculture and 
food security, but also water management systems such as hydroelectric dams, flood control and 
drainage, and irrigation systems. The direct effect on agriculture has an immediate effect on 
public health, as well as social well-being.  

B. History in the Arab World

Population increases have a direct strain on resources. In the last century, the region with the 
highest rate of population growth was, in fact, the Middle East and Northern Africa, with an 
overall rate of 3.7% from 1950 to 2000.18 At the beginning of 2018, a study was produced to see 
which countries had the greatest population growth in 2017. Of the top 20 countries, 5 Arab 
states were represented, with 4 of those being the top 4. Oman was #1 (8.45% increase), 
followed by Lebanon (5.99%), Kuwait (4.81%), and Qatar (4.72%), with Jordan at #16 (3.06% 
increase).19 These increases have had direct strain on resources like food and water, which has 
innumerable social effects, such as decreased access to medical supplies, overcrowded schools 
and workspaces, depletion of natural resources, decreased life expectancies, and continuous 
climate change.20 

Climate change has not excluded the MENA region in its rampage. Yemen, amid its conflict, has 
felt the effects of climate change especially hard. Underground water reservoirs are being used 
up at an unsustainable rate, and rising sea levels are leading to brackish drinking water and soil.21 

18 Roudi-Fahimi, Farzaneh. “Population Trends and Challenges in the Middle East and North Africa.” Population 
Reference Bureau, www.prb.org/populationtrendsandchallengesinthemiddleeastandnorthafrica/. 
19 Dillinger, Jessica. “Countries With the Highest Population Growth.” WorldAtlas, WorldAtlas, 8 Jan. 2018, 
www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-20-countries-with-the-highest-population-growth.html. 
20 “Overpopulation Effects.” Everything Connects, www.everythingconnects.org/overpopulation-effects.html. 
21 “Future Impact of Climate Change Visible Now in Yemen.” World Bank, 
www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2014/11/24/future-impact-of-climate-change-visible-now-in-yemen. 



Young children are sent out with a jerry can to get clean drinking water (“street water”) from 
mosques and charities, and are often hurt or killed in the effort.22 Yemen is especially affected by 
climate damages due to its faltering stability, but offers a glimpse as to what could happen to the 
rest of the region if climate change is not mitigated.  

Lack of clean water, proper sanitation, or hygiene poses as much danger as starvation does. At a 
makeshift camp near Baidoa, Somalia, a mother named Sangabo Moalin said, "Even if you can 
get food, there is no water," and described a "burning" feeling in her body. Deadly waterborne 
diseases like cholera also spread rapidly through camps, and can kill adults and children quickly 
through dehydration.23  

 

C. Finding a Solution to the Problem: Past, Present, and Future 

Water and food scarcities can be caused by environmental concerns, but are often also the result 
of political interference, especially in conflict areas, notably such as Palestine. Delegates should 
be able to find solutions which address the various causes of drought and famine, and should 
attempt to find solutions which specifically address these different causes. One effort on which 
others could be modeled is the Gaza Emergency Water Project by the World Bank.24 Climate 
change is another concern which is most often the result of human (over-)interaction. In the 
analysis of how these environmental concerns affect people’s health and social well-being, 
delegates should try to focus more on the social aspects and less on the environmental, though 
requesting assistance from the Environmental Committee would not be inappropriate.  

 

II. Questions to Consider in Your Research 

● What are the largest causes of climate change and water/food scarcities in my country? 
Are those causes environmental or human? 
 

● Does my country already have frameworks in place for analyzing the social and health 
concerns of these environmental factors?  

 
● What form of research would be most beneficial for my country? Why that type? 

 
 

● What demographics in my country are most severely affected by water/food scarcities? Is 

                                                
22 Al-Kamali, Farouk. “Yemen: so Critically Short of Water in War That Children Are Dying Fetching It.” 
Governance for Development, 23 Mar. 2016, blogs.worldbank.org/arabvoices/yemen-so-critically-short-of-water. 
23 “Famine Threatens 2.5 Million Children in Africa and the Middle East.” UNICEF USA, 21 June 2017, 
www.unicefusa.org/stories/famine-threatens-25-million-children-africa-and-middle-east/32005. 
24 World Bank. 2003. West Bank and Gaza - Emergency Water Project (English). Washington, DC: World Bank. 
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/202661468781767641/West-Bank-and-Gaza-Emergency-Water-Project 



anything currently being done for them? 
 

III. Questions a Resolution Might Answer 

● Will this solution be fiscally feasible given what my country’s budget allows for social 
assistance and health care? 
 

● Are there any programs or organizations similar to what this solution establishes that are 
already taking place? If so, should the League use them as a model or attempt to reinstate 
them? 

 
● Is the solution accessible to those who most need it?  

 
● Does this resolution remain under the purview of the Social Affairs Committee, or does it 

too closely resemble one that should belong in Environmental? 
 

IV.  Additional Resources 

• Climate change impacts in the Middle East and Northern Africa (MENA) region and 
their implications for vulnerable population groups 

An overview of how certain population groups are especially vulnerable to climate 
change impact. This resource analyzes in-depth the effects of climate change on 
agriculture and the overall strain on resources. There are also discussions about what 
makes the Middle East particularly susceptible to climate change damage, both 
geographical and sociopolitical. 

• Water, Drought, Climate Change, and Conflict in Syria 

Journal article detailing how the Syrian conflict has directly escalated the effects of 
climate change, and how water scarcity issues are especially severe from both 
environmental and political causes. This resource gives an overview of the history of 
water violence and shortages in Syria, and offers possible solutions that could be applied 
to Syria and to the greater region.  

• Adaptation to Climate Change in the Middle East and North Africa Region 

Very extensive World Bank article detailing social effects of climate change in the MENA 
region. The most applicable section of this article are the parts wherein the World Bank 
offers possible solutions. 

• Climate change and drought in the Middle East 

This resource details the results found from reports on the effects of climate change and 
drought in the Middle East specifically. There are also findings about the effects of 



overusing fossil fuels, as well as the effects of rainwater and rainwater evaporation on 
water availability. This resource focuses mostly on the economical effects of these 
conditions, but can still be used to determine social effects.  

• Emergency Relief Famine Threatens 2.5 Million Children in Africa and the Middle East 

UNICEF article detailing the severe effects of food scarcity. This article largely focuses 
on sub-Saharan non-Arab African nations, but also discusses war-affected Arab states 
Yemen, Djibouti, Sudan and Somalia. Nevertheless, the effects of famine are universal, 
even if the causes are different. 
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