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Interpol
Pharmaceutical crime essentially encompasses all crime relating to falsified or stolen 
medicine. This includes the trafficking of illegal medicine, stolen pharmaceutical intellec-
tual property, and the manufacturing and sale of medicines which simply do not contain 
the correct chemicals. Rising global drug prices and increasing crackdowns against cheap 
generics have created a growing market for illicit drugs, one lucrative enough to draw in 
organized criminal groups from around the world. The internet, with its anonymity and 
lack of regulation, has become a hotspot for pharmaceutical crime; Interpol’s recent 
actions, such as Operation Pangea, target crime in cyberspace. Hampering supply chains 
which cross dozens of borders necessitates the use of Interpol’s international forum in 
order to coordinate action. 

At the same time, this topic aims to capture the struggle over intellectual property law 
specifically with regards to medicine. Pharmaceutical companies require strict legal 
patent systems in order to ensure that costly research and development of new drugs 
remains financially viable. At the same time, generic medicines can greatly increase ac-
cessibility, allowing all socioeconomic levels of society access to health care. Interpol is 
uniquely situated as a forum of police forces to address global IP crime.

I chose this topic because of the nuance required to find a valid, balanced approach to 
this issue. As member states of the International Criminal Police Organization, I would 
like to see analysis of the weaknesses of current measures, expansion upon our various 
programs, and the implementation of a balanced solution towards intellectual property 
crime. When researching, take careful note of the state of health care in your country, 
and how it affects your foreign policy regarding this issue.

topic a: Pharmaceutical Crime
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Topic b: Red Notice Abuse
The notice system of Interpol is designed to facilitate communication between the po-
lice forces of different nations; amongst the most highly used are red notices, which are 
essentially international calls for arrest of a particular person. However, because of differ-
ing legal policies, red notices can result in countries refusing to act upon different coun-
tries’ red notices. More worrisome are red notices which target refugees, political activ-
ists, and journalists - such action is explicitly against the values enumerated in Interpol’s 
constitution, but oversight continues to have holes in it. Interpol has taken steps in order 
to increase information sharing and ensure verification of red notices, but recent cases 
such as the case of William Browder reveal holes in the current structure. 

I chose this topic because Interpol’s unique structure and duties are both its greatest 
strength and its greatest weakness. Given Interpol’s commitment to neutrality and hu-
man rights, abuses of the red notice system undermine the values and actions of this 
organization. With this topic, I would like to see analysis and reform of one of the funda-
mental flaws in Interpol’s organizational structure. While you research, I’d like for you to 
draw a distinction between statements and actions - though many press releases may 
claim reform, the results are not there to back it up. Additionally, look to ways in which 
Interpol can build upon its past actions, and patch the vulnerabilities to abuse which they 
fail to cover. Good luck!
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