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 Hello! My name is Arjun Banerjee and I am the Head Chair for the Joint Cabinet Cri-
sis for BMUN 67. This year, delegates in JCC will debate one of the most challenging top-
ics in international relations: The Reunification of South and North Korea. After the end of 
World War II, Korea regained its independence from Imperial Japan. However, in the Yal-
ta Conference, Korea was split at the 38th parallel into two de facto spheres of influence, 
the North, controlled by the Soviet Union, and the South, controlled by the United States. 
In fact, from September 8, 1945 to August 15, 1948, South Korea was ruled by the United 
States Army Government. Despite sentiments of reunification, general misunderstanding 
and lack of cooperation led both nations to establish their own ruling governments. This 
divide was further consolidated when North Korean forces attacked South Korea in June 
25, 1950, sparking the Korean War. In 1953, both sides agreed to an armistice, unoffi-
cially ending the war and permanently creating two nations in the Korean peninsula. 
Throughout the years, both nations have tried to reunify. Yet, due to missed timing, failed 
negotiations, and different motivations, Korean reunification has failed. Furthermore, 
with North Korea’s development of nuclear weapons, has added on an additional layer of 
diplomatic challenge to only the bilateral talks between North and South Korea, but also 
external one, such as the failed Six Party Talks. Ideologically these two nations are also 
very different, with North Korea’s juche-oriented politics further isolating the nation from 
the international community and South Korea’s economic oriented politics further en-
trenching itself to international organizations, such as the United Nations and the G-20. 
However, current trends have signaled an interesting move in Korean Reunification. The 
combined march between North and South Korea in the 2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olym-
pics, the Inter-Korean summit, and the US-North Korea summit in Singapore have not 
only signaled North Korean move towards diplomacy but also revealed public divide in 
South Korea. Although Korean Reunification is beginning on a positive note, questions yet 
remain about the continuation of this trend and the results it will bring.
 I chose this topic because it was not only something that I personally care about 
deeply but also a great example of how difficult international issues are, especially if they 
are working in real time. Despite its difficulty, Korean Reunification is important because, 
although it is something that all Koreans, both North and South, hold dearly in their 
hearts, public trends show that we might not have too much time. The survivors of the 
Korean War are in their 80s-90s. They have experienced the horrific event and have lost 
families and friends. Even to this day, there are families split between the two nations. It 
is very likely that these survivors may not live to see reunification. Younger generations 
are beginning to lose hope in the possibility of Korean reunification. According to the 
Korea Institute for National Reunification in Seoul, 71.2% of South Koreans in their twen-
ties have indicated that they were against reunification (National Policy Digest). I think 
as young people who are going to be shaping this world, we cannot be indifferent about 
this topic, rather we must learn this topic then make proper judgement on why things 
may work or not. Elie Wiesel once said, “the opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference.” 
As this topic is an ongoing, real time event, I suggest that you read news about Korean 
Reunification as they come out. One advice I can give you is to download the News app 
on your phone, and configure your setting to alert you about any news pertaining to this 
topic. Good Luck!


