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Topic A: Forced Disappearances and State Complicity

 Forced disappearances, also known as enforced disappearances, occur when 
an individual is abducted secretly or imprisoned by the state or another third-party 
entity with the authorization of the state or a political organization. During an enforced 
disappearance, there is often a denial that the disappeared individual has been 
kidnapped. While there is doubt, it is presumed that the individual has been murdered. 
With cases of enforced disappearances, time is of utmost importance as the individual’s 
life is in constant peril. However, being placed outside of the realm of the law severely 
limits the actions that can be taken by a state’s forces, which are often complicit. 

    Enforced disappearances are not unique to the member states of the Organization of 
American States but are, unfortunately, the norm in many other places and jurisdictions. 
While this is the case, enforced disappearances are often considered an issue endemic 
to the members of OAS due to their widespread use during the Latin American 
dictatorships of the ‘60s and ‘70s. Nonetheless, this is an issue that has spread beyond 
these dictatorships and into the present day of democracy in ways that can prove 
increasingly difficult to regulate and punish. In the present day, enforced disappearances 
are no longer just a tool of the state but also a tool of criminal organizations. Even 
then, there is a sense of complicity with the state due to the lack of punishment for the 
perpetrators, and thus, impunity. Anyone can be in danger, from political opponents, 
journalists, and student activists if they seek out the truth or pose a threat to those in 
power.

 The intimidation tactics of forced disappearances pose a direct threat to the 
human rights which act as the foundation for liberal democracy. For that reason, it is 
imperative that the countries of OAS discuss the dynamics of forced disappearances 
in order to ensure good governance in the region. Moreover, when the government 
cooperates with non-state actors in these crimes, the subject of forced disappearances 
becomes a problem of corruption. In order to ensure a purely independent and 
transparent governmental system, it is necessary to eliminate influence from criminal 
organizations. Taking these complex consequences of this topic into account will make 
for lively, and important discussions about the political order of OAS nations.
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	 	In	your	research,	you	may	find	cases	such	as	that	of	the	disappeared	students	
of	Ayotzinapa,	Mexico,	where	there	is	a	great	deal	of	speculation	and	no	visible	or	
tangible	culprit.	I	encourage	you	to	look	inward	towards	your	assigned	country	and	
investigate	the	policies	on	enforced	disappearances	or	lack	thereof	and	whether	these	
policies	are	effectively	being	enforced.	Who	is	at	risk?	For	what	reasons?	For	whose	
benefit?	The	deprivation	of	liberty	is	a	violation	of	human	rights	and	thus,	a	threat	
to	liberal	democracy.	It	is	an	issue	that	requires	the	efforts	and	cooperation	of	all	
members	to	ensure	the	continued	existence	of	democracy	and	peace	for	the	members	
of	the	Organization	of	American	States.

Topic B: Femicide: An Epidemic of Violence (Topic in Spanish)

	 Through	the	last	century,	there	has	been	progress	in	terms	of	women’s	rights,	
but	the	violence	against	women	is	as	prevalent	as	ever.	Women	continue	to	face	
outright	sexism	caused	by	the	belief	that	they	are	second	rate	citizens	undeserving	
of	equality	and	proper	treatment	as	individuals.	One	violent	expression	fo	this	belief	
is	femicide,	which	is	defined	as	the	murder	of	women	on	the	basis	of	sex.	However,	
the	issue	is	not	as	straightforward	as	believing	that	it	is	simply	gendered	killings.	
Unfortunately,	there	are	many	forms	of	femicide	caused	by	different	motivations	
for	this	brutal	act.	Femicide	can	occur	at	the	hands	of	a	spouse,	at	the	hands	of	a	
stranger,	or	even	at	the	hands	of	the	victim’s	family	members.	

	 While	it	is	an	issue	that	can	seem	purely	domestic	due	to	the	fact	that	35%	of	all	
femicides	are	committed	by	the	partner	or	ex-partner	of	the	victim,	it	is	important	to	
recognize	the	role	of	the	state	in	the	continued	violence	against	women.	Femicides	
can	often	prove	difficult	to	prevent	due	to	the	lack	of	policy	that	would	make	such	
violence	illegal	and	punishable.	This	is	often	the	case	when	there	is	a	lack	of	data	that	
corroborates	that	the	violence	is	a	persistent	and	never-ending	issue.	Often	times,	this	
data	is	missing	due	to	officials	letting	cases	go	unrecorded,	blaming	the	victim,	and	
allowing	impunity	to	reign.	While	sexist	culture	in	Latin	America	is	often	cited	as	the	
main	factor	behind	this	violence,	there	are	factors	such	as	poverty	and	the	distinction	
between	rural	and	urban	areas	that	can	place	women	at	heightened	vulnerability.

	 A	conversation	about	femicide	inevitably	concerns	one	of	the	most	important	
women’s’	rights	issues—the	right	to	safety	and	security.	Millions	of	women	live	in	fear	
because	of	the	instances	of	violence	which	go	unchecked	by	governments’	worldwide.	
Thus,	it	is	imperative	that	we	identify	the	root	cause	of	this	issue	in	order	to	work	our	
way	closer	to	solutions	and	alleviate	some	of	the	pain	caused	by	this	fundamental	
human	rights	concern.
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 As you research, it is important to let go of the misconception that femicide is 
a uniquely domestic issue. It is an issue that concerns half of the population of the 
world and should be treated with the utmost care and respect. Think of the position 
women hold in your assigned nation and whether there is a lack of opportunity for 
advancement on an individual basis. Is a woman free to own property or to hold 
custody of her own children? Does your nation have widespread issues with impunity 
in femicide cases? Through discussion, it is my hope that delegates will enact policy 
that holds states accountable and alleviate the pain of families that have suffered at 
the hands of often faceless culprits.


