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Topic A: Youth Unemployment

 Youth unemployment is an extremely prevalent topic within the OIC, with many 
member states facing unemployment rates upwards of 30%. After a baby boom in 
the 1980s and 1990s, many countries faced a drastic increase in population size, with 
little to no change in employment opportunities. Without addressing this problem 
head-on, member states may suffer from brain drain, the questioning of their political 
legitimacy, or recessions. As a result, it is vital that both political and economic change is 
implemented to address youth unemployment.

 I chose this topic due to the fact that it is an extremely prevalent issue, but 
has gone unnoticed in the face of other issues that Muslim majority nations have 
been facing. While at first glance, this issue might seem to be purely economic, the 
unemployment of the youngest generation has ramifications that can impact member 
states’ political structure, and even addresses problems such as gender inequality. 

 While there are many different avenues that can be taken to approach this issue, 
it is vital that you zero in on the attributes that are specific to your assigned country. 
Additionally, research youth unemployment in general before going into the specific 
details of your nation; it is always helpful to understand the issue itself before diving into 
country policy.
 
 In conjunction with the research that you do on your own, I would highly 
recommend reading the topic synopsis we provide. The information given in the topic 
synopsis will give you a solid idea regarding the direction committee will take and the 
aspects of the topic we will discuss. 

 Looking forward to meeting all of you in March!

Topic B: Intra Religious Violence

 Seeing that this is the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, there is no better 
forum to discuss intra-religious violence. Divides between sects of Islam has been 
the cause of animosity between many OIC nations for years. This topic is extremely 
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conducive in my opinion, as intra-religious violence exists not only between different 
countries in the OIC but also between citizens within individual countries. Regardless 
of whether a person is Shia or Sunni, they are Muslim. However, the divide in these 
two sects has contributed to the way that nations determine their foreign policy and 
political decisions. 

 The instability that many OIC nations face is due to the constant strife that they 
have with other nations on the basis of sectarian conflict. As a result, to create more 
peace between nations, it is vital to address the issue of intra-religious intolerance and 
do what is necessary to reduce it.

 Before beginning your research, consider both the religious and political issues 
that play a part in the violence that is present within the Sunni - Shia split. Once you 
have begun your research, it is vital to understand the demographics of your assigned 
country. Are you majority Sunni or Shia? Is your nation involved in any conflicts due to 
the separate sects?

 As you continue with your research, consider how countries use this sectarian 
split in order to advance political agendas. Additionally, look into the rhetoric that 
terrorist groups in the nation use in order to further the split. 

 I strongly recommend reading the topic synopsis as a starting point for your 
research. The topic synopsis will certainly provide you with information that you can 
expand upon with additional research! Closer to the conference, make sure to also 
look at our blog posts for supplementary information on these topics.


