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Hello everyone!  
 
My name is Serena Wang and I’m currently a junior at UC Berkeley pursuing a major in 
Political Science and Arabic. I’ve been involved in Berkeley Model United Nations since my 
sophomore year in college, and it has been an amazing experience getting to know the 
community, and most importantly, having the opportunity to help host conferences for you 
guys! 
 
Heya! My name is Joseph Shin and I am the co-head chair of the Council on Political Affairs. 
Currently, I am a sophomore studying Political Science and English at the University of 
California, Berkeley and this is also my second year in Berkeley Model United Nations. Model 
United Nations is an intimidating activity to undertake. To research and debate on topics that 
are usually not even mentioned in a high school setting is hard. However, if you put your mind, 
effort, and care in genuinely understanding the scope of the topics we are going to discuss in 
this committee, and push yourself to get out of your comfort zone, I guarantee that you will do 
fantastically! 
 
 
My name is Michelle McLean and I will be your vice chair for this conference. Currently, I am 
intending on studying Political Science with an emphasis in International Relations and 
Rhetoric. On campus I am involved in Berkeley Model United Nations (BMUN), Rally 
Committee, Berkeley Democrats, and Hall Association as the Representative for my building. 
 In my spare time I love reading, watching John Oliver and Stephen Colbert, keeping up with 
international politics, and eating plenty of waffles. On that note, my main goal in life is to 
become Leslie Knope and to overall just be happy! In a more serious sense, one day I want to 
work for a Non governmental organization to make a difference in areas that are less fortunate 
than the US. While this goal might change, I know that no matter what I want to be able to 
help others. MUN has helped me cultivate this and this will be my fifth year doing MUN in 
total. 
 
We’re so excited to be leading debate, in the Council of Political Affairs, on the topics of; 
strategies to empower youth social movements and political engagement and the extent 
Islamophobia and ways to combat it. These two topics really interested us not only because we 
aim to specialize in those topics in our studies but also that they are the most recent trends that 
the Middle East has been experiencing after the Arab Spring in 2011. Therefore, keeping up 
with the Middle East’s most up-to-date events is essential in making this committee a 
comprehensive one.  
 
We are so stoked meet all of you in December for our annual BMAL conference! Come 
prepared, excited, and ready to learn!  
 
 
  



Topic I: Formulating strategies to empower youth movements and increasing political 
engagement from younger generations. 

I.   Introduction 
 

A.   General Background 
 
Young people have always had a revolutionary role in the political sphere. The United Nations 
Youth says that young people “can be a creative force, a dynamic source of innovations, and they 
have undoubtedly, throughout history, participated, contributed, and even catalyzed important 
changes in political systems, power-sharing dynamics and economic opportunities.”1 Young 
people have an understanding of new technology, an inherent sense of rebellion, and a desire for 
constant change. In a report for the ‘Young People in Politics” survey, the International IDEA 
think tank commented that, “young adults can be seen as having distinctive political interests, 
more inclined to change than older generations, more idealistic in their goals and less loyal to 
established traditions.”2

 

In many parts of the world, their opinions and views on political matters are put aside and 
unheard. This leads to the formation of their own groups, which can grow quickly in size and 
power. Some youth movements have changed the world; some have been destroyed by fearful 
governments. However, what they all have in common is a desire to be involved in the political 
process and to have a say in the policies that shape their lives. 

 
B.   History in the Arab World 

 
It can be argued that no region is feeling the impact of youth movements more than the Arab 
world. Six years ago, uprising spread across the Middle East. From Morocco to Iraq, young 
people used the power of social media and one another to push for their own political agenda. 
Over half a decade later the region is still unsettled. Some conflicts were resolved, some erupted 
into civil war, and some are still constantly evolving. Ufiem Ogbonnaya concluded in his report 
on the causes of the Arab Spring that government corruption, unemployment, extreme poverty, 
and various other factors all created a “dissatisfied youth” within the MENA region.3 

Overwhelmingly, young people were on the front lines of every protest across the region as the 
uprisings continued. 

 
 
 
 

1 United Nations Youth. "Youth, Political Participation and Decision Making." 
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/documents/youth/fact-sheets/youth-political-participation.pdf. 

 
2 International IDEA. “Young People in Politics Survey”. http://archive.idea.int/df/99df/daniela- 
int3.html 

 
3 Ogbonnaya, Ufiem Maurice. "Arab Spring in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya: A Comparative Analysis of 
Causes and Determinants." Alternatives: Turkish Journal of International Relations 12, no. 3 
(Fall2013 2013): 4. Advanced Placement Source, EBSCOhost. 



Lack of economic opportunity paired with the technology to communicate across national 
borders created the largest youth led push for political change the world had ever seen, and it’s 
still affecting member states today. Some states cracked down on the youth, suppressing their 
speech and movements and not allowing them to continue their influence. Others accepted the 
change, and worked with protestors to allow for new policy. No matter what your individual 
state chose to do, you were directly affected by the lack of participation these young people felt 
before the Arab Spring, and the movements they lead in the years after. 

 
 

C.   Finding a Solution to the Problem: Past, Present, and Future 
 
In the aftermath of the Arab Spring and in order to move forward in a positive direction, the 
League should work towards empowering youth movements in ways that involve youth in the 
political sphere of the state. Youth activism is still high in the region, and member states should 
evaluate how youth inclusion can be instrumental in the political, economic, and social realms of 
their country. When discussing solutions to this problem, this council should keep in mind that 
although the youth movements are high in numbers, it does not mean their ideals and agendas are 
universal. It is imperative that this body form solutions that are adaptable in nature and increase 
political engagement from younger generations from all social, political, and ideological 
backgrounds. 

 
After the Arab Spring, many nations facing change reversed their newfound positions that they 
were urged to maintain. The wave of inspiration subsided and the realities of change fell heavy 
on both governments and their citizens. Now in the years after, the League must create policy to 
protect member states from another sweeping revolution. It is the responsibility of this council to 
understand and address the needs of its citizens, young and old. A delicate conversation must 
take place on the demands the Arab Spring showed, balancing the sovereignty of each state with 
the collective security of the entire League. The League does not want to endure more youth 
uprisings, so this council should explore new ways member states can create healthy avenues for 
increasing political engagement among the youth. 

 
II.  Questions to Consider in Your Research 

 
•   What specific struggles currently face the young people in my country? What policies 

affect their political engagement? 
•   In what ways have youth movements affected my nation? 
•   What groups of people (women, religious minorities, and ethnic minorities) also need 

to engage more in the politics of my state? How are the youth affected? 
•   In what ways can you address the issues youth face in your nation, including ways to 

include them in discussion and solutions? 



III.   Questions a Resolution Might Answer 
 

•   Why has the political engagement of youth been an issue in the past? 
•   How can the League as a whole empower youth in the political process in a way that 

all member states are comfortable with? 
•   How can the League encourage member states to hear the opinions of youth 

movements? 
•   What do member states define as 'youth movement' vs a rebellion? 

 

IV.   Additional Resources 
 

•   “Youth and the Arab Spring” 
This article from the United States Institute of Peace demonstrates Arab 
Youth’s ability to change the political sphere. 

 
•   UNDP Guide on Political Engagement for Youth 

The UNDP Collected a series of research backed tips and ideas for nations hoping 
to reengage their youth in the political sphere. 

 
•   “Tahir’s Legacy: Opportunities and Hazards for the Future of Youth Movements in 

the Middle East” 
The Georgetown Journal of International Affairs offers a concise argument on the 
current issues facing Middle Eastern youth and the means they still have, to affect 
change. 

 
•   Washington Post’s Youth Movement 

This handy tool quickly shows the age demographics of the nation and a quick 
recap of the situation each group of youth face. 

 
•   “The Arab Youth Movement” 

This hour-long podcast recorded with Juan Cole, gives an overview of his book on 
Millennial Arabs. 



Case Study: The Lebanese National Youth Policy  
 

In 2000, the Youth Advocacy Press (YAP) in Lebanon established their national policy to 
target youth in tandem with the region’s Ministry of Youth and Sports and United Nations Youth 
Task Force (Youth Advocacy 10). Establishing this organization was intended to foster a sense 
of inclusivity in the political spectrum for youth by focusing on social planning efforts, the 
establishment of statistics pertinent to youth activism, and a multisectoral approach towards 
targeting youth involvement. In 2001, Lebanon manifested these ideologies through their first 
national seminar in the UNESCO Palace in Beirut (UNESCO Social Report). YAP then worked 
on youth development and political activism for all youth within Lebanon regardless of them 
being Lebanese or Palestinian. Their conference the subsequent year yielded a comprehensive 
plan focused on establishing opportunities for experience, building workshops, organizing 
lobbying, and initiating partnerships.  

  
The Lebanese National Youth Policy works off a concrete and transparent strategy to 

foster growth within all political parties, the twelve ministries in Lebanon and the overarching 
civil society organizations that operate within the nation. By establishing a clearly defined age 
range for youth, individuals between the ages of fifteen and twenty-nine, the policy is effective 
in providing a clear target range for involvement (ESCWA 50). Likewise, the promotion of 
activism through cross sectoral documents offers a wide range of focal points for policy and 
thereby creates an environment based on tangible experience. However, the discrepancies 
between local, national, and regional governments are apparent, and subsequently deteriorate the 
system as a whole in lieu of promoting a high level of accessibility. This issue stems primarily 
from a focus on central government development which is ineffective in promoting local 
participation and therefore is unable to create a hierarchical system of cooperation.  
 

The success of the Lebanese National Youth Policy proved to be bifurcated as the 
program is inclusive in theory but it evidently highlights insufficiencies in youth participation in 
the Arab Region. Unfortunately, the policy is heavily reliant on previously established systems 
that rejected youth participation. Specifically, this policy proved to be less inclusive for youth 
with disabilities according to a qualitative survey done by UNESCO in 2013 (UNESCO Social 
Report). The survey found a lack of involvement in disabled youth for leadership positions 
despite the number of NGOs working in Lebanon with people with disabilities (PWD). Albeit 
unintentional, this demonstrated the necessity of a two fold intervention strategy that would 
target youth through legal and cultural intervention strategies. Even though Law 220/2000 was 
passed in May of 2000 to provide basic rights for the disabled in Lebanon, it was insufficient in 
shifting the normative cultural values of the nation (ESCWA Report 2011). Furthermore, a lack 
of concrete steps to connect ministries and public entities has inhibited a shift in political will to 



do so. Until this shift occurs, PWD will continue to be excluded from educational opportunities 
in government and therefore unable to participate sufficiently.  

 
While the challenge of a bottom up strategy has impeded exponential growth in youth 

participation, cooperation with the region’s Ministry of Youth and Sports has ensured an 
expansion of participation. Arab Spring in 2011 did hinder the policy agenda initially but 
Lebanon has since reentered their lobbying phase to work with political correspondents. Even so, 
Lebanon managed to endorse a youth policy in Number 25 of their ministerial declaration from 
July 2011. Overall, Lebanon’s policy is permeated with flaws but efforts from the national 
government thus far have proved to be successful and therefore this program represents a clear 
step towards political activism from an early age.     
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Topic II: Identifying states that promote laws or policies contributing to Islamophobia or 
anti-Arab sentiments, and providing support to Arab Diasporas in combatting these and 
other barriers 

I.   Introduction 
 

A.   General Background 
 
Over the past few decades, hostility towards Arabs and Islam has been on the rise. This hostility 
has caused increased fear for Arabs around the world, as it has led to a rise in extremism from 
both sides. Ultimately, it has caused violence against Arabs both within and outside of the 
MENA region due to a fear of Islam. 

CAIR, the Council on American-Islamic Relations, defines islamophobia as a “closed-minded 
prejudice against or hatred of Islam and Muslims.”1 The term has arisen in recent years to 
describe the phenomena of violence and hatred felt towards the Arab world and the Islamic 
religion. Since the attacks on the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001, Islam has been 
viewed with skepticism and hatred as perpetrating violence and death to the Western world. This 
perceived condoning of violence has actual violent consequences for Muslims. Attacks on 
individuals, families, and mosques are becoming more common. In 2015, in the United States 
alone, there were 257 “anti-Muslim” incidents, which represent a 67% increase from the year 
before.2  With the growth of the Islamic State and a spread of terrorist activity across the world, 
many turn to blaming Islam for the violence. These ideas are supported through rhetoric and 
policy of many states, governments, and individuals. 

B.   History in the Arab World 

The rise of anti-Arab and anti-Islam sentiments has led to issues ranging from economic to 
security concerns. The lack of trust and buildup of fear hinders member states from developing 
economically through partnerships and tourism. For some states, these sentiments lead to 
violence and invasion. States are not the only ones who are hindered by islamophobia. 
Individuals who have left, or were forced to leave the region deal with discrimination and 
violence all over the world. The lack of respect for Islam and Arabs has led to discrimination 
against both sects throughout the western world and correlates to a rise in religious extremism in 
the MENA Region, including ISIS.3 In addition, governments within the Middle East itself have 
contributed to these sentiments by allowing this rhetoric from western leaders to be accepted and 
allowing extremism to continue to thrive throughout MENA. 

 

1 CAIR. "Combating Islamophobia - Islamophobia." Islamophobia is Closed-minded Prejudice Against 
or Hatred of Islam and Muslims. - Islamophobia. http://www.islamophobia.org/about.html. 
2 "Islamophobia." Http://www.apa.org.. http://www.apa.org/monitor/2017/04/islamophobia.aspx. 
3 Kundnani, Arun. “The west’s Islamophobia is only helping the Islamic State.” The Washington 
Post. March 23, 2016. Accessed September 12, 2017. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/03/23/the-wests-islamophobia-is-only- 
helping-the-islamic-state/?utm_term=.74fca70b106f 



 

C.   Finding a Solution to the Problem: Past, Present, and Future 
 
The solution to this problem is not an easy one. Decades worth of rhetoric have shaped a 
mindset the world is reluctant to shake off. It is the responsibility of this council to identify the 
aggressors in this negative rhetorical battle, formulate strategies on how to effectively protect 
Diasporas across the globe, and promote an image of truth and peace. 

 
It is also important to note how each member state’s policy influences these ideas and to keep 
other member states accountable for their actions. Perhaps delegates would consider a positive 
message campaign, or a promotion of tourism and education. Creating unity amongst religious 
factions is another possibility for combatting these ides. Delegates should be creative when 
looking for ways in which to write resolutions, with the goal of preventing and eliminating the 
spread of Anti-Arab and Anti-Islamic rhetoric. 

 
 

V.   Questions to Consider in Your Research 
 

•   How has islamophobia or anti-Arab rhetoric affected the citizens of my nation? 
•   Are there any policies in my state that could be contributing to anti-Arab sentiments 

both in the region and around the world? 
•   What are the needs of Arab Diasporas around the world? 
•   How can the League as a whole create policy to combat anti-Arab sentiment and 

build pathways towards peace? 
 

III.   Questions a Resolution Might Answer 
 

•   What can this Council propose to protect Arab Diasporas across the world? 
•   What sentiments exist that promote islamophobia and an anti-Arab agenda? Where do 

they come from? 
•   What programs exist which currently promote education of the Arab World and 

Islam? How can they be used to educate the world and ultimately protect citizens of 
Arab member states and Diasporas? 

•   What statement can this council make to let the world know the truth about Islam and 
the Arab World? 

 
IV.   Additional Resources 

 
•   “CAIR Islamophobia Monitor” 

CAIR lays out the ways in which islamophobia affects citizens with 
graphics and explanations. 



•   “APA Feature on Islamophobia” 
The American Psychological Association studies the impact on anti-Muslim 
sentiment and explores ways of prevention. 

 
•   “The Qatari Crisis” 

The Middle East Eye gives an overview of the current situation in Qatar and its 
links to islamophobia. 

 
•   “Countering Islamophobia: An Unfinished Business” 

The IPHRC gives this report on the status of Islamophobia and methods to counter it. 



 

Case Study: Iran 
 

Historically, bringing up Iran within the Middle East draws upon cases of extreme 
political mistrust, social hatred, and discrimination -- as one can put it, “hostility towards Iran 
runs deep,” rooted in decades of historical wars and ethnic conflict. Particularly within the Arab 
world, Iran has been perceived as a source of Islamic extremism, and has cornered itself as an 
enemy of most Middle Eastern nations. In fact, accusations of leaked terrorist propaganda among 
Arab League nations have led to the Qatar Crisis, where accusations against Qatar for its trade 
relations with Iran has evolved to a greater political crisis, once again isolating Iran from the 
Arab League. In addition, Washington’s continued alliance with the GCC and Arab League 
nations has further consolidated an anti-Iranian sentiment in the region, shown from Iran’s 
common association with terrorism and political “backwardness.” 
 

After almost three decades of severed ties and broken promises, the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and the United States have shown no sign of reconciliation, except for the highly contested 
and criticized 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. The JCPOA, or more commonly known 
as the Iran Nuclear Deal, has noted both support and backlash from the international community. 
For example, on one side, supporters of the Iran Nuclear Deal note its success in restricting 
Iran’s potential pathways to the development of nuclear weapons and opening up the possibility 
of economic cooperation with the second largest oil reserve nation in the Middle East, 
(Grama-Moldovan) while on the other, opponents point to Iran’s series of broken promises and 
its association with extremism as characteristics of “dangerous uncertainty” for nuclear 
development. Despite a form of cooperation, amelioration of historical tensions of the U.S. and 
Iran seems bleak, with the American public still viewing Iran not only as a “theocracy without 
and democratic institutions” (Beeman 37) but also as the “Axis of Evil.” In fact, a 2015 poll on 
the U.S. public showed that 49 percent of the public disapproved the agreement, with many 
showing concerns that Iran would “cheat its way of developing nuclear weapons” (Smith). 
However, when moving past these misconceptions and delving into the growing trends of the 
Iranian public, the ultra-religious and traditional Islamic Republic has gravitated towards a 
universal sense of modernity.  

 
The 1979 Iranian Revolution led to the collapse of the Pahlavi regime and the creation of 

the First Republic. The First Republic imposed a radical change in the Iranian political and social 
front, through both the “steady and often ruthless narrowing of political space brought on by the 
elimination of the ‘revolution’s enemies’” and the establishment of the a “public morality” 
(Kamrava 155-156) Built on and sustained by heavy oppression and ultra-religious doctrines, the 
First Republic of Iran undoubtedly matched the common Islamophobic associations of a 
“theocratic nation.” However, present-day Iran a shown an interesting development. Despite 
continous political conservatism, the Iranian society has gradually moved towards the adoption 



 

of a universal sense of human rights and equality. In fact, in Iran, two major trends have gained 
immense social followings; the subversion of the mandatory veiling law and the increase of 
white marriages. Iran’s mandatory veiling law was implemented in 1979 with the rise of the First 
Republic, and is currently punishable by law and enforced by the Gashte Ershad (McMahon). 
However, in order to protest the mandatory veiling law, Iranian women have worn the hijab as a 
fashion trend, “wearing the headscarves in a way that does not hide their hair” (Zenjanli) and 
openly wearing “traditional clothes, like western jeans, high-heeled shoes and glamorous make 
up” (Zenjanli). White marriage is a growing trend in the younger population of Iran, and is a type 
of relationship where unmarried couples live together. This lifestyle is illegal and is a direct 
protest to the socioeconomic and legal inequalities that women face in traditional marriages in 
the current Iranian society. And a key point in the rise of white marriages is that despite 
opposition from the Islamic government, Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei called white 
marriages “shameful,” (Mostaghim) it is a change in the course of Iranian society that cannot be 
individually controlled by the Islamic government. 

 
The international community views Iran in a completely different view than its social 

trend. The Qatar Crisis and the controversy of the JCPOA, continues the common association of 
Iran’s “backwardness” and danger. Yet, what’s unfortunate is the outside nation’s, especially the 
United State’s, ignorance of Iran’s changing society. For example, the Iranian public, at the news 
of the ratification of the JCPOA, celebrated in the streets. And currently, two thirds of Iranian 
adults are still enthusiastic about the Iran Nuclear Deal and 51 percent of Iranians believe that the 
deal would improve Iran-U.S. relations (Mohseni). 
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