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Press
The first topic is about the distrust of news. In recent years, there has been a steep de-
cline of trust in news sources, whether that be domestic or foreign ones. This inclination 
seems especially prevalent in more developed countries that have a long history of mass 
media. Several reasons can be highlighted for this decline in trust. The rise of the Internet 
is one such reason. With the digital age, it has become much easier for people to access 
news from a variety of mediums; this has contributed to the easy spread of information 
and events that happen anywhere in the world. However, this also means that it has 
become much easier for uncredited authors to publish articles online or on social media. 
These articles are often not filtered through by editors as traditional newspaper articles 
are, and may have unreliable or minimal sources. This has perpetuated the spread of 
the rhetoric of fake news, which has been prevalent since the 2016 presidential election. 
While this term originally highlighted the issues surrounding the consumption of misinfor-
mation, the term has been used in many contexts. For example, some leaders have now 
used this rhetoric to discredit news stories that are unfavorable to them, which again 
leads to a decline in trust from the people even if the news story is true. 
I believe this topic is important because of its relevance and how widespread the issue 
is. This distrust in media is not just a trend in one country, but a global one. Furthermore, 
this distrust is relatively new when looking at the history of media so far and is thus a rel-
evant issue right now. People make decisions based on the information they obtain. This 
can pertain to politicians and policy makers as well, who make important decisions about 
things like foreign policy. This is why it is important that the media is delivering correct 
and timely information that the people can utilize. 

The delegates should proceed with debate keeping in mind the interests of the particu-
lar news outlet they have taken on. As they read, they should keep in mind where all the 
information falls in place for the origin country of their news outlet. Since regaining trust 
is such an abstract concept, I want them to identify what led to this decline in the first 
place and tackle that, as well as try to prevent this from happening again in the future. 
When thinking of this, I also want these more traditional news outlets to have a flexible 
approach to social media outlets- since social media is now such an integral part of soci-
ety, they should aim for coexistence and find solutions that fit this. 

topic a: distrust of media
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Topic b: open agenda
For the second topic, I chose open agenda. In open agenda, the delegates will act as the 
news outlets they are representing and imitate their purpose- creating news stories. The 
delegates will be able to go around committees and create a strong, long form-article 
about the topics of the committees. In these articles, they should discuss the solutions 
that are being proposed in the committee and debate its potential benefits and draw-
backs. In drafting this article, delegates should keep in mind factors like the style of writ-
ing and the bias. They should also be informed of domestic interests, and use tactics of 
sensationalism to a degree that would interest potential readers. 

This would be a tricky task for delegates. First, I expect the delegates to have done thor-
ough research on the news outlet they are assigned beforehand, as this would greatly 
decrease the time needed when writing the article. When they study their news outlet, I 
want them to understand that each news syndicate has particular characteristics that 
they need to mimic. Furthermore, they would need basic understandings of the topics of 
the committees they are going to. When reading, I want them to familiarize themselves 
with these topics. 

I chose this topic because in Press Corps, I want the delegates to get a glimpse of the 
difficulty and importance of creating and distributing news. By imitating journalists, I 
hope that the delegates can get a glimpse of the perspective of those publishing news. 
There is so much that goes through a journalist’s mind when writing an article, whether 
consciously or unconsciously. By imitating news sources, I hope that the delegates will be 
able to be smarter consumers of news in the future and keep in mind the various biases 
that a story contains. 
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