
Position Paper Guidelines  
 
Writing a well-researched and substantive Position Paper is the best way to 
prepare for any Model United Nations conference. Through the position paper 
your delegation will express its ideas and policies by defining your nation/state’s 
perspective on the issues at hand. Moreover, it is the means by which you bring 
all of your research together in a logical and succinct form. 
 
Here is the format to follow for your paper: 

● 3 pages maximum per topic (page count does not include Works Cited) 
● Single spaced 
● 12-point font, Times New Roman 
● 1-inch margins 

 
What we expect from your position paper for Press Corps will be different from 
what is expected for a typical BMUN position paper. We ask for you to only turn 
in one position paper with the following components:  
 

1. NEWS OUTLET INFORMATION (30%): In this section, give an overview 
of your news syndicate. Consider including answers to these questions:  

a. What country it is from and are there are any domestic events 
that would influence its newswriting? How much freedom does 
the news organization have in its country? 

b. What bias does it have- is it state-owned? If not, who owns your 
news outlet? What is its political leaning? What type of news 
does it cover? What sources does it use?  

c. What is its style and mode of news reporting? 
2. DISTRUST OF MEDIA (35%): In this section, provide potential solutions to 

the first topic. These solutions can be internal solutions or steps that each 
news outlet can take. It can also be externally geared. Your news 
syndicate can address external organizations such as the GA or 
governments.  

3. SAMPLE ARTICLE (35%): Here, construct a sample editorial article about 
how your editorial board thinks its country of origin is affected by the 
topic discussed in your assigned committee. Include all the components 
of a news article including the headline, byline, lead paragraph, and 
body paragraphs. Also include pictures that pertain to the topic.  

 
 
The percentages represent the weight at which the sections will be graded and 
recommended lengths for each section are provided. 
 
References 
As mentioned in the guidelines, your bibliography should follow the standard 
MLA format for citations. This applies to both your bibliography as well as your 
in-text citations. Please remember to cite all external sources of information you 
use, not just for quotes but also for statistics, maps, and even past solutions and 
resolutions. Your bibliography will not count into the length of your position 
paper.  
 
In-text citations should follow the format of (Author, Year: Page Number), i.e. 
(Author, 2018: 10-14). Where an author is not available, you may use a shortened 
phrase from the title, i.e. (“Syria: The Story of the Conflict”).  
 
For more information on how to use in-text MLA citations, visit Purdue OWL. 
 
All position papers will be extensively cross-referenced through various sources, 
both online and in-print. If there is any evidence of using the work of others 
without citations, the delegate(s) will not be eligible for an award. Any school 
that has multiple cases of plagiarism may be reconsidered for a School 
Delegation Award. It is the responsibility of the delegate and the advisor to 
ensure this does not happen. 
 
Submission 
Submission will be through Huxley. In depth instructions are provided on the last 
page of this guide. Position Papers are due on February 3rd to be considered for 
the Research Award, and February 10th to be considered for any committee 
award. Late submissions will not be considered, and submissions will be graded 
on a rolling basis. It is advised that delegates submit their position paper when 
they are done instead of waiting till 23:59 PST the day of the deadline to get it in, 
to avoid technical difficulties. 

 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


 


