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 Hi everyone, my name is Saran Uthayakumar, and I am very excited to be the 
head chair of this year’s Rwandan crisis committee. As a history major concentrating in 
human rights, and being a diaspora member of  a community that was persecuted in 
a genocide in my home country, The Rwandan Genocide of 1994 is an issue that I am 
passionate about expanding my understanding of and one I hope you gain a better 
understanding of from participating in this committee. The failure of humanity to stop 
mass atrocity and genocide historically marked the foundation of the United Nations 
after World War 2. Yet, the beacon of world cooperation and progress that promised 
“Never Again” has, on multiple occasions, failed to stop some of the world’s most 
violent crimes against humanity.

	 In	1994,	a	long-term	ethnic	conflict	between	the	Hutu	and	Tutsi	tribes	amidst	
political turmoil led to massive killing sprees by civilians against their neighbors. The 
atrocities were expansive and often merciless; they ranged from machete butchering 
villages to gathering civilians into churches and murdering them. During the period of 
these atrocities, international actors such as Belgium and the United States withdrew 
their foreign presence in Rwanda for a variety of reasons ranging from national interests 
to avoiding media pressure. No UN resolution was passed to increase an ongoing 
international presence within Rwanda known as the UN Assistance Mission In Rwanda 
(UNAMIR); instead the UN passed measures to reduce the capacity of UNAMIR in 
stopping the Genocide. Nations did not remain idle during the Genocide, however. 
Countries like France were accused of providing aid to Hutu militias committing acts of 
Genocide, whereas others sent signals to block propaganda on the radio, and assisted 
Tutsi refugees.

 The reasons behind these nations actions can be best revealed by understanding 
the acts of violence in Rwanda from the perspective of prominent world leaders at the 
time. As such, by being a member of this committee set in the beginning stages of the 
1994 Genocide, you will take on the stance of a world leader or a Rwandan that was 
directly involved in the crisis, in order to face similar considerations compared to what 
occurred in history. By no means is this committee meant to be a reenactment of the 
international crisis that ensued from witnessing the mass atrocities in Rwanda; however, 
it will be a space for considering similar patterns to ones that were apparent in the 
Rwandan Genocide. The end goal of this committee is to pass a series of directives that 
will prevent history from taking the course it took in 1994. In addition, this committee 
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will also analyze the aftermath of war crimes and make recommendations for post-
Genocide adjudication.

  United Nations forces withdrawing from Rwanda led to unchecked violence and 
the avoidance of the term “genocide” allowed for nations to turn the other way.  The 
failure of the United Nations and its member states to prevent this genocide must 
never be repeated again.  As you research the motivations and various stances of 
world powers during the Genocide, I hope you also take away essential knowledge 
that empowers you with a story of those who lost their lives in one of the world’s most 
tragic, yet lesser understood Genocides, and helps inspire advocacy from learning 
more about the individuals involved and the Genocide’s tragic legacy. I created this 
committee with the end goal of recognizing that human rights atrocities such as the 
Rwandan Genocide, are not over today and that patterns of Genocide continue to be 
repeated while the international community often fails to intervene. Although some 
of the content you research may be frustrating and gruesome to learn, we empower 
the ignored victims of this Genocide by trying to understand its marginalized history 
first and foremost especially through the lens of multiple perspectives, and I hope this 
committee can help promote that level of understanding.


