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Security Council Special Position Paper Guide 
 
For this Security Council committee, you will be required to write two papers: one on 

the topic of the Northern Triangle, and the other for our Open Agenda topic. For the 

Northern Triangle paper, you can follow the guidelines posted for all position papers in 

the delegate guide. For the Open Agenda, however, you will be writing something 

slightly different. 

 

Because we do not have a topic for Open Agenda, so your position paper for this topic 

could more accurately be described as a “suggestion paper”. In this paper, you will be 

presenting an argument as to why our Security Council session should debate a topic 

of your choice in our Open Agenda session. You can choose any topic that you feel is 

pertinent to international security and that your country has a vested interest in 

debating. While you are free to choose from the suggested topics in the Topic 

Synopsis, your choices are not limited thereto.  

 

Your paper should still be 5-10 pages per topic, not including your works cited. The 
four sections of this paper are are:  
 

I. Background of your chosen topic (15%) 
II. Argument as to why this topic should be debated (20%) 
III. Country’s Position (25%) 
IV. Proposed Solutions (30%) 

 

*Percentages are section length suggestions. For example, for a 
10 page paper the first section should be approximately 1 page. 

 

 

Submission Instructions 

● You should have been emailed information for an account at huxley.bmun.org, 

specifically a username and password. If you do not have these, ask your advisor 
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to reset your password (make sure the correct email is entered). A link labeled 

'Position Paper' will appear next to where it says 'Profile'. Clicking on this will 

switch you to a page where you can then upload your paper for grading. 

● Title your files Submission_Committee_Country 

● If submitting your two position papers separately by topic, please indicate in the 

title as well using Topic1 or Topic 2 where appropriate 

o I.e. if you are in DISEC, and are representing Mauritania and submitting 

your position paper for topic 1, your file should be titled: 

Submission_DISEC_Mauritania_Topic1 

 

Position Papers are due on February 5th to be considered for the Best Position Paper 

Award, and February 12th to be considered for any committee award. Late 

submissions will not be considered, and submissions will be graded on a rolling basis. 

It is advised that delegates submit their position paper when they are done instead of 

waiting till 23:59PST the day of the deadline to get it in, to avoid technical difficulties.  

 
 

Plagiarism and Citations 

All position papers will be extensively cross-referenced through various sources, both 

online and in-print. If there is any evidence of using the work of others without 

citations, the delegate(s) will not be eligible for an award. Any school that has multiple 

cases of plagiarism may be reconsidered for a School Delegation Award. It is the 

responsibility of the delegate and the advisor to ensure this does not happen. 
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Delegates must also remember to correctly cite sources, and papers without any cited 

sources will not be accepted.  For more information on how to use in-text MLA 

citations, visit Purdue OWL.  

I. Background of your Topic (15%) 
In this section, write a brief background on your chosen topic; this should be 

compelling and interesting. Demonstrate the urgency of the matter, the extent of it, 

and the complexity of it. 

II. Argument on the Merit of Debate (20%) 
Here, describe the Security Council’s jurisdiction over the matter and why it should be 

discussed. You may choose to explore the different opinions on the council, the severity 

or urgency of the situation, or the complex nature that will lead to a fruitful debate. 

Hopefully, your chosen topic is not a one-sided thing that most members of the Council 

can agree upon. 

III. Country’s Position (25%) 
This section is similar to the Country Position for the other paper. You chose the topic, 

now tell us what your country thinks about it. What is its relationship to the issue, what 

are its thoughts on the issue, what has it done in the past to address the issue? 

IV. Proposed Solutions (30%) 
This is your opportunity to present solutions to the issue that align with your country’s 

position. Outline the general ideas and provide evidence to support your proposed 

solutions. 

 

In addition, the chair’s discretion on overall quality will encompass 10% of the 
criteria. 
 

Best of luck, and if you have any questions, feel free to email me at 

mpollack@bmun.org! 
 

 


