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The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, often touted as one of the greatest achieve-
ments of international cooperation, turns 70 in 2018. The Declaration, as well as two oth-
er important pieces of human rights legislation, the International Covenant of Civil and 
Political Rights and the International Covenant of Social and Economic Rights, make up 
the International Bill of Human Rights. However, although these documents are incredibly 
important to the world as a whole, they are not perfect. This committee will investigate 
the triumphs and failures of the Universal Declaration and the Covenants, and then pro-
pose changes with respects to their implementations as well as what rights are protected 
within. 

One key aspect of this debate will be discussing evolving areas of human rights. Envi-
ronmental, digital, and LGBT rights, just to name a few, are issues that are incredibly 
important today and will only become more crucial in the future. Debating if and how 
the Universal Declaration protects these rights will help us understand how the world is 
changing and where the next great challenges of human rights will lie.

The promotion and protection of human rights are “a key purpose and guiding princi-
ple” of the United Nations, in its own words. Understanding the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights is fundamental to understanding the UN’s mission now and in the future. 
Moreover, I believe that studying the documents that underpin the UN’s humanitarian 
missions will help delegates approach future debates from a human rights point of view, 
and appreciate the difficulty of enforcing these lofty goals. Rhetoric is much easier to 
craft than concrete solutions. I hope delegates will leave this debate more confident in 
their ability to differentiate the two and create good, enforceable, and feasible solutions. 

topic A: revisiting the universal declaration of human rights
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Topic B: population mitigation in asia
Population growth has been heralded as one of the greatest threats to humanity and the 
planet, especially in recent years. Nowhere has been targeted more by fears of a “popu-
lation bomb” and runaway growth than Asia, which holds over half of the world’s people. 
However, Asia has also been the home of some of history’s most extreme population 
controlling practices. The goal of this committee is to investigate Asia’s history with pop-
ulation mitigation, address factors such as consumption and urbanization, and create a 
plan for Asia, and the world, to move confidently forward into a sustainable future. 

My goal in presenting these topics is to dispel some of the myths and fears surrounding 
“overpopulation”. The concept of overpopulation itself is one that needs to be scruti-
nized; are we really running out of resources? Why do some countries get the blame for 
“overpopulation” but not others? And what are we willing to do as a species to keep 
this planet habitable for us and the natural world?  As you research, I want you to think 
about the many factors that go into population growth and shrinkage, as well as how 
your solutions can affect people directly. For example, urbanization and modernization 
brings about patterns of consumption that may have been less sustainable than before. 
Addressing not only the undeniable fact of population growth, but specifically how to bal-
ance economic success and improving people’s quality of life with the need to conserve 
resources, is a difficult but key issue to grapple with. 


	ExecutiveSummariesBMUN67-1_Part30
	ExecutiveSummariesBMUN67-1_Part31

