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Topic A: International Intervention in Election Integrity
 The United Nations Charter places democracy and democratic practices at the 
heart of its organization. As such, the UN takes it upon itself to uphold and protect 
activities related to democracy. And in accordance with the charter, one of the core 
goals of the UN is to maintain free and fair elections. But despite the efforts of the UN, 
obstacles exist when it comes to maintaining the integrity of elections internationally, as 
both governments, and private groups have attempted to manipulate the proceedings 
of many countries. Election interference can take shape in a variety of different ways; 
methods used include technological intervention in the form of hacking, spreading false 
propaganda and information, and even intentionally inciting riots within other countries 
to disrupt electoral proceedings. All of these actions have noticeably swayed election 
results in many countries. With breaches occurring worldwide at increasing rates, 
especially in European countries, it is becoming more and more important to develop 
solutions to strengthen election processes and prevent foreign influence from impacting 
government proceedings. 
 Because of the increasing rate of interference, I find this topic to be extremely 
important. One of the key goals of SPECPOL is to provide and protect public 
information, such as electoral results. I feel that the above topic is not only unique but 
also extremely pertinent in the current political climate. As election integrity continues 
to dominate political conversations both in the US and abroad, I feel that discussing 
its impacts is critical—globally, flawed electoral contests undermine public trust in the 
government, hinder voter turnout, catalyze protests, and exacerbate conflict. Such 
effects threaten to destroy government accountability and, in turn, the stability of states. 
Therefore, SPECPOL is proud to initiate a discussion of this topic and potential solutions.
 When researching into this topic, it is important to consider what exactly 
constitutes interference. I’ve already mentioned that there are many different shapes that 
interference can take, but it is also important to understand why and how exactly groups 
or countries are trying to manipulate elections in the first place. Thus, understanding the 
goals of certain groups and looking into key methods of interference, such as spreading 
false information via social media, is key to understanding the intricacies of the topic. 
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Topic B: IDPs in Myanmar
 The current situation in Myanmar is widely regarded as one of the worst 
humanitarian crises the world currently faces. The crisis itself stems from the conflict 
between the Rohingya minority in the country and the Burmese government. A history 
of oppression and exclusion from the rest of the country boiled over in 2016, when 
protests and demonstrations led by the Rohingya turned into a full-blown conflict 
with government and militia forces. As a result, the government began leading mass-
scale attacks on Rohingya-majority areas, such as the Rakhine and Kachin states. The 
current estimated number of Internally Displaced People (IDPs) within the country is 
approximately 940,000 individuals, with more being displaced every year. And this 
number is not entirely accurate as it fails to account for undocumented IDPs who 
reside outside of government-sanctioned camps. Many of these individuals are unable 
to receive proper humanitarian aid and face far worse conditions than those living in 
the camps. The situation is further complicated when the monsoon season is factored 
in; many IDPs are forced to seek shelter in areas prone to flooding, such as rice fields, 
and could face devastating consequences when the monsoon season arrives. The UN 
is also worried about the spreading of diseases, which can also be complicated by 
flooding from extreme rain. 
  In short, the current situation in Myanmar has reached a boiling point, and 
direct action needs to be taken. While there are plans in place to remedy the conflict, 
like the Annan Report, there are obstacles that prevent the realization of such goals. 
This is why I felt the need to choose this topic. Current international efforts are 
not doing enough to fix the issue, so what more can be done in order to aid those 
displaced by conflict?
 With a mandate to support human rights and peacekeeping, I feel that 
SPECPOL should be obligated to facilitate the discussion about the IDPs in 
Myanmar. The Rohingya IDPs suffer from deprivation of citizenship, food insecurity, 
displacement, and spread of disease due to the military violence in Myanmar. The 
international community definitely needs to send humanitarian aid to help the IDPs in 
Myanmar. Fundamentally, only peace in Myanmar can reintegrate the IDPs and offer 
them opportunities to properly live as citizens. However, how is it possible to create 
lasting peace within Myanmar and resolve the ethnic/religious division between the 
Buddhist Myanameses and Muslim Rohingyas? To prevent the Rohingya Crisis from 
deteriorating to an atrocity like the Rwandan Genocide, the international community 
should pay close attention to the situation of IDPs in Myanmar. 
 When looking into the topic, it is first and foremost important to distinguish 
between a refugee and an IDP. While a refugee is still forced to flee from conflict, they 
are able to exit their home country and seek asylum in other nations. An IDP cannot 
leave the country they are trapped in - hence the usage of “internally displaced.” With 
this in mind, it is imperative to research into what IDPs are calling for, and what kind of 
humanitarian, political, or conflict resolving assistance needs to be provided.


