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Hello delegates!

My name is Shayna Kothari, and I’m excited to be the head chair for the Summit of Arab Heads 
of State at BMAL this year! We’ll be discussing issues that I hope will give you a greater 
understanding of the way international politics work. 

I’m a second year student here at UC Berkeley majoring in Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science and minoring in Human Rights. I’m originally from Fremont, California, and this is my 
sixth year doing Model United Nations! Outside of BMUN, I enjoy reading the news, teaching 
computer science, and building cool things, and in my free time, you’ll probably find me 
wandering around Trader Joe’s. I’m also a Vice Chair for DISEC at BMUN this year and I’ll be on 
the dais of UNHCR at SCVMUN in January!

A little bit about the other members of the dais, Sarah and Kevin:

Sarah Xu is a second year Environmental Economics and Policy major from Albany, California. 
She enjoys reading bad poetry, over-caffeinating, and exploring the San Francisco Bay Area. She 
is also committed to learning about new ideas and expanding her worldview everyday. Sarah is 
incredibly excited for BMAL!

Kevin Tuok is a freshman at Cal studying Molecular and Cellular Biology and will be one of the 
vice chairs for the Summit of Arab Heads of State this year. Originally from Philadelphia, PA, 
Kevin has participated in Model UN throughout high school and is excited to help chair at one 
of the best conferences in the world. Outside of BMUN, Kevin enjoys binge-watching Silicon 
Valley, Westworld, and other shows, gaming, and drinking boba. He's super excited to see 
everyone this upcoming conference and what incredible stuff West Coast delegates are capable 
of this December!

The Summit of Arab Heads of State will be addressing difficult political questions that are faced 
by leaders across the globe. Our first topic, on redevelopment in areas of the world damaged by 
conflict, is especially prescient now, as countries recovering from wars are often left with 
damaged infrastructure; without infrastructure in place, it is difficult for civilians and economies 
to gain back any sense of normalcy. Our second topic discusses balancing the needs of citizens 
in countries with the needs of refugees and internally displaced peoples. As more and more 
people have left their homes because of conflicts, the refugee crises in the Middle East and 
North Africa pose humanitarian and logistical questions that are important to solve on the path 
to a better world.

In committee, you will be exposed to new perspectives, whether those of the country you are 
representing or those of the countries around you. Through a fast-paced, crisis-driven debate, 
we hope that you will gain better insight into the intricacies of international politics and the 
crises currently facing the Arab world.

Welcome to Berkeley Model Arab League—we’re incredibly excited for you to join us!



Topic 1: Creating methods for the redevelopment of areas within member states 
damaged by conflict. 

I. Introduction to the Topic

A. General Background

With several Arab states currently dealing with the aftermath of conflict, including Palestine, 
Iraq, Somalia and Sudan, it is time that we as a League turn our attention to rebuilding damaged 
areas within member states. This redevelopment can and should focus on the political, 
infrastructural and social sectors to ensure that these areas are fully redeveloped into sustainable 
communities. 

This may prove to be difficult, as many of these areas are still experiencing conflict. However, 
this is exactly what should be taken into account in resolutions that are created. The leaders of 
the Arab states should also consider the wellbeing of citizens and consider both long-term and 
short-term solutions. 

B. History in the Arab World

One of the most important rebuilding needs in post-conflict areas is infrastructure. Infrastructure 
should include road, water, communication systems and other services as deemed necessary. 
Delegations should consider how they will ensure the safe travel of materials and personnel as 
well as begin recruiting any organizations they may be able to effectively partner with. 

Social redevelopment will be another important segment of this solution. The damage to 
infrastructure has caused tremendous distress to the civilians of these conflict areas. The 
redevelopment of these damaged areas should also include the rehabilitation of its people. A 
solution should consider the mental and physical rebuilding of civilians in addition to the 
infrastructural rebuilding. 

C. Finding a Solution to the Problem: Past, Present, and Future

In September of 2014, the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism was created following an agreement 
between the Palestinian government and the Israeli government. The purpose of this agreement 
was to allow for the movement of materials into the Gaza Strip, allowing for the rebuilding of 
private homes as well as civic buildings. However, this agreement has a major flaw as it gives 
Israel veto power over the use of the resources as well as the ability to direct resources into 



Israeli projects.1 While this program is not currently working as intended, it could serve as an 
interesting model for a League backed rebuilding initiative. 

II. Questions to Consider in Your Research

● What, if any, redevelopment issues does my country need to address?

● How can we ensure the safe delivery of materials that may be needed for rebuilding?

● What roles should refugees and internally displaced persons play in rebuilding?

III. Questions a Resolution Might Answer

● To what extent should military action be utilized for protection of materials and
personnel?

● What are the innovations that can be utilized to maximise the efficiency and ease of
infrastructure rebuilding, such as new ways to clean water?

● What care and rights should host countries be required or willing to give refugees or
internally displaced persons?

IV. Additional Resources

● Natural Resources, Conflict and Conflict Resolution
This document by the United States Institute of Peace gives information about the effect
of conflict on natural resources.

● Infrastructure and Employment Creation in the Middle East and North Africa
This document discusses the rebuilding of infrastructure following conflict and how this
need for rebuilding can be used to jumpstart an economy following the end of a conflict.

1 “Factsheet on Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism.” Relief Web, Maan Development Center, 
reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Factsheet%20on%20Gaza%20Reconstruction%20Mechani
sm.pdf.  



Topic 2: Developing strategies for cooperation between refugees and internally displaced 
persons with host countries. 

I. Introduction to the Topic

A. General Background

In recent years the Arab League has seen an increase in both the numbers of refugees and 
internally displaced persons. Arab states face a problem of balancing the needs of their citizens 
with those of the refugees that reside in their countries. Solutions for this topic should seek to 
balance both of these important objectives. 

It is important to establish the differences between the above terms. Refugees are described as 
"people who have fled their country because of violence, conflict or fear of persecution." 
Internally displaced persons may leave home for the same reasons, but they "are displaced within 
their own country and have not crossed an internationally recognized country border." However, 
the most important difference between the two is the fact that refugees have recognized legal 
rights within their host countries, but internally displaced persons do not.2 

B. History in the Arab World

As of 2018, there are over 5 million refugees from Syria alone that have been registered through 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).3 Nearly five million of these 
refugees have fled to neighboring countries such as Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan Iraq and Egypt.4 In 
Iraq, more than 3.2 million people have been displaced since the Islamic State began large scale 
operations in 2014.5 This unprecedented number of displaced people has created cause for the 
countries of the Arab League to consider the situation of these refugees and internally displaced 
persons.  

There are about 7 million registered Palestinian refugees, and over 1 million more that are not 
registered with the U.N.6 Cooperation with Palestinian refugees will pose special issues because 
of the effects of the ongoing Arab-Israeli conflict. Any resolutions presented should keep in 
mind the separate issues that refugees from different areas are facing. 

2Myers, Kristin. “Refugee, Migrant, IDP: What's the Difference?” Concern, 2 Feb. 2017, 
www.concernusa.org/story/refugee-migrant-idp-whats-the-difference/.  
3 “Operational Portal.” Situation Syria Regional Refugee Response, 5 July 2018, 
data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria. 
4 2017 Planning Summary. UNHCR, 2017, reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/pdfsummaries/GA2017-
MiddleEast-eng.pdf.  
5 Ibid. 
6 “FAQs about Palestinian Refugees.” Al-Awda: The Palestine Right to Return Coalition, Al-Awda, al-
awda.org/learn-more/faqs-about-palestinian-refugees/.  



C. Finding a Solution: Past, Present and Future

The leaders of the Arab states should look to initiatives that have already proven effective. In 
Jordan, the world's largest Syrian refugee camp at Zaatari has begun to develop its own 
economy. The camp provides free water and electricity and the United Nations hires a limited 
number refugees to do work around the camp. Additionally, Jordanian citizens offer credit to the 
Syrian refugees which allows them to start their own businesses and make money within the 
camp.7 Programs like these could not only further develop opportunities for refugees, but also 
contribute to the economies of host countries, creating new opportunities for the integration of 
refugees and internally displaced persons. At the same time it is important to find ways for 
refugees to return to their countries so that short-term refugee camps do not transform into long-
term cities. Refugee camps are often hastily built and make poor environments for long-term 
habitation.  

In Gaza and the West Bank, The Middle East Children's Institute (MECI) works to educate 
young refugee children who have been brought out of school by their respective disasters. Their 
programs include a number of initiatives that go above and beyond the education needs of 
refugee children. Other services provided include basic healthcare and psychological monitoring 
in the West Bank, and shelter and cash assistance in Jordan. While these programs focus 
primarily on children, they also have programs for women's economic empowerment.8 Possible 
League developed solutions could further develop the programs created by the MECI to work on 
rehabilitation of refugee groups. 

II. Questions to Consider in Your Research

● What is my country's stance on accepting refugees? Does my country have internally
displaced persons whose needs should be further addressed?

● What programs, if any, have been created in my country that help integrate and
rehabilitate refugees?

● What are the important issues surrounding the migration of refugees and how can they
best be addressed?

7 NewsHour, PBS. “World's Largest Syrian Refugee Camp Has Developed Its Own Economy.” PBS, 
Public Broadcasting Service, 18 June 2016, www.pbs.org/newshour/show/worlds-largest-syrian-refugee-
camp-has-developed-its-own-economy.  
8 “The Middle East Children's Institute - Programs.” The Middle East Children's Institute - Home, 
www.mecinstitute.org/programs.  



III. Questions a Resolution Might Answer

● How can communication between refugees and internally displaced persons and their
host countries be strengthened?

● What are the specific rehabilitation needs of refugees? Of internally displaced persons?

● How can effective past initiatives be best elaborated on?

IV. Additional Resources

● Resettling Syrian Refugees: The Intersection of Rehabilitation and Protection
This source discusses the needs of Syrian refugees for rehabilitation and resettlement. It
also touches briefly on the struggles faced by women traveling alone within refugee
camps in terms of educational and economic opportunities, which could be an interesting
angle for representatives to think about.

● Refugees and Displacement in the Middle East
This source from the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace asks important
questions about the status and needs of refugees in Middle Eastern countries. These
questions could prove important for developing other resolutions.

● International Islamic Relief Organization
The International Islamic Relief Organization was founded in 1978 by the Muslim World
League. This organization focuses on providing emergency relief and development
assistance in war-torn areas such as orphan care, construction of buildings and
healthcare.
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