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Topic A: Venezuelan Food Crisis

 For the past three years, Venezuelans have decried the national government un-
der Nicolas Maduro, under which citizens experience severe food and supply shortages. 
Venezuela is considered by many to be a failed petrostate: an oil-rich country in which 
the wealth and power are concentrated within a few people. Since Nicolás Maduro was 
first elected in 2013, the Venezuelan economy has been in distress. The crisis has fur-
ther deepened over the past five years, as approximately 3.4 million Venezuelans have 
left the country seeking refuge and safety. More specifically, price controls and an infla-
tion rate of 1.3 million percent has made it nearly impossible for families to afford food, 
sparking a humanitarian crisis. 
 Additionally, Venezuela struggles with identifying a legitimate head of state: Pres-
ident Maduro’s opposer Juan Guaido declared himself the interim leader of Venezuela 
due to Maduro’s inability to serve the citizens of Venezuela. As a result, the international 
community is divided on which leader they recognize politically and militarily. To ensure 
political support, Maduro has imposed a food distribution system called CLAPS (Local 
Food Production and Provision Committees). Maduro promises to send monthly food 
provisions if citizens pledge their political loyalty to Maduro, which is his attempt to 
delegitimize Guaido’s power as a leader. In reality, the majority of these packages show 
up late, if at all, with only a fraction of the food promised; as a result, many people have 
turned to violence to obtain food to feed their families.
 This topic was chosen because of its relevance to both the political legitimacy of 
a president and the basic needs of citizens. Since 2014, over three million Venezuelans 
have been displaced due to the humanitarian and political crises, and many more are liv-
ing without access to basic needs. To solve the food crisis in Venezuela, delegates must 
look at both short-term solutions aimed at addressing the immediate need for nutrition 
as well as the underlying political disarray that has led to such high inflation rates.  
In their research, delegates should explore the possibility of innovation in agriculture to 
improve nutrition and allow citizens to provide for themselves. On a broader scale, del-
egates must also clarify their country’s political support for one of the Venezuelan lead-
ers and humanitarian aid. Also note that Maduro has denied humanitarian aid for years, 
stating that his country is an aid-giver and does not need the help.
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Topic B: Open Agenda

	 Considering	the	nature	of	global	conflicts,	and	how	dynamic	and	at	times	unpre-
dictable	they	can	be,	it	is	only	fair	to	have	the	Security	Council	leverage	its	power	in	
discussing	some	of	the	most	pressing	topics	at	the	time	of	debate,	and	the	freedom	
of	Open	Agenda	allows	exactly	that.	Delegates	should	be	versed	in	and	prepared	to	
debate	solutions	for	a	range	of	current	international	disputes	and	situations.	Com-
mittee	will	function	round-robin	style,	so	there	will	be	no	speakers	list.	The	rest	of	the	
debate	will	be	comprised	of	unmoderated	and	moderated	caucuses,	where	delegates	
will	have	the	opportunity	to	form	resolution	groups	and	discuss	specific	aspects	of	the	
topic.	The	Security	Council	also	contains	five	permanent	members:	the	United	States,	
United	Kingdom,	China,	Russia,	and	France.	These	countries	have	veto	power,	so	del-
egates	should	aim	to	write	a	resolution	that	creates	a	compromise	that	all	five	perma-
nent	members	can	agree	on.	
	 The	first	suggested	topic	is	Corruption	within	Southeast	Asian	Governments	and	
Elections.	According	to	the	2017	Electoral	Integrity	Conference	in	Malaysia,	all	South-
east	Asian	countries	have	governments	diagnosed	as	flawed,	authoritarian,	or	a	hybrid	
of	the	two.	Countries	such	as	Cambodia,	Vietnam,	and	Indonesia	have	made	“tre-
mendous	advances	in	social	and	economic	development	over	the	past	50	years,	[but]	
democracy	has	evolved	unevenly,	and	its	progress	has	not	kept	pace	with	economic	
growth.”	This	topic	was	chosen	in	order	to	challenge	delegates	to	resolve	an	issue	
in	which	the	government	cannot	be	the	basis	of	a	solution	because	the	governments	
themselves	are	the	root	of	the	problem.	Corruption	affects	development,	infrastruc-
ture,	economy,	and	technology,	making	this	a	multifaceted	issue	that	varies	in	each	
Southeast	Asian	country.	Throughout	your	research,	consider	why	there	may	be	little	
incentive	to	improve	electoral	transparency,	and	how	it	affects	national	security.		
	 The	War	on	Drugs	by	Filipino	President	Rodrigo	Duterte	has	caused	mass	extra-
judicial	killings	of	journalists,	drug	users,	and	smugglers	across	the	nation.	At	an	inter-
national	level,	President	Duterte	has	been	condemned	for	human	rights	violations.	His	
resolve	to	eliminate	corruption	and	drug	abuse	mainly	affects	the	poor.	While	the	gov-
ernment	is	responsible	for	arrests	and	censorship,	the	majority	of	the	killings	are	car-
ried	out	by	external	groups	which	Duterte	supports.	This	suggested	topic	was	chosen	
for	its	ability	to	address	human	rights	violations	with	obstacles	such	as	cultural	stigma	
and	a	violence-supporting	government.
	 Finally,	workers	in	Southeast	Asia	experience	multiple	forms	of	labor	abuse	(i.e.	
low	wages,	inability	to	unionize,	dangerous	working	conditions,	long	hours,	etc.),	
which	are	often	thrown	under	the	rug.	Decreasing	Wages	and	Rights	for	Outsourced	
Workers	emphasizes	how	developed	regions	such	as	Canada	and	the	European	Union	
create	a	high	demand	for	cheap	products	that	lead	to	such	poor	working	conditions.	
This	suggested	topic	challenges	delegates	to	think	critically	about	an	issue	not	prev-
alently	discussed	and	address	labor	abuses	while	keeping	economic	development	in	
mind.


