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United Nations 
Environment Program

For this topic, I plan for our committee to be driven to find realistic and implementable 
solutions for Accessibility to Clean Drinking Water in the international community. While 
clean drinking water may seem trivial to those of us raised in suburban households in 
the USA, 3 in 10 people worldwide (2.1 billion people) do not have access to clean drink-
ing water within their households. Further, 6 in 10 people lack safely managed sanita-
tion. Although international organizations such as the UN International Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO) have made many efforts over the 
years to broaden the accessibility to clean water, the Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) 
report, Progress on drinking water, sanitation and hygiene: 2017 update and Sustainable 
Development Goal baselines, concludes that there are too many people that lack access 
to clean water, specifically in rural areas of the world. Access to clean water is a huge 
health hazard to people affected. Due to lack of sanitization, every year 361,000 children 
under 5 years of age die due to diarrhea from contaminated water. Further, unsanitized 
water also links to the transmission of diseases such as cholera, dysentery, hepatitis A, 
and typhoid, causing a major crisis in regards to health in the international community.

In regards to the UN Environmental Programme (UNEP), we will be specifically focusing 
on how to address these issues on a case by case basis by analyzing particular popula-
tions, how they are affected, and how we can create unique and tailored solutions for in-
dividual communities. One common impediment faced in almost all of these communities 
is the fact that water is not economical. For many people, especially those living under $4 
a day, it is difficult to afford the upfront costs to construct a toilet, tap into a water line, 
or build a rainwater harvesting and storage unit. This is crucial to consider while design-
ing solutions as a great solution can only be implemented if it is economically feasible for 
these populations.

While I will not go further into depth on this topic in this brief summary, I hope that you 
become as passionate about water accessibility as I am! I chose this topic specifically 
because I am a Civil and Environmental Engineering major here at Cal, and I am currently 
on the Engineers Without Borders (EWB) club on campus. Our club particularly focuses on 
water accessibility in rural communities in Panama, Nicaragua, and Peru. Within EWB, I 
am a member of the design team for Panama, meaning I help draft designs for water sys-
tems using AutoCAD, GIS Mapping, and other computer programs by making tap designs 
and mapping out the pipe systems for our water tanks. The club also gives its members 
the opportunity to go to Panama and implement the designs that we created and see our 
solutions come to life! Since I have hands on experience with this field and plan on pur-
suing this in my career following college, I chose this topic for debate to hopefully spread 
the knowledge and passion I have for this global issue!
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Topic b: illict trade of wildlife
Although Animal Poaching and the illicit trade of animals is a crime that has been go-
ing on for centuries, the United Nations has not seriously intervened with this issue until 
recently, and it is important that we continue to make strides in this topic as endangered 
species are incredibly vulnerable. To sum up the severity of the topic, here is a quote from 
former Secretary General Ban Ki Moon: “The environmental, economic and social con-
sequences of wildlife crime are profound. Of particular concern are the implications of 
illicit trafficking for peace and security in a number of countries where organized crime, 
insurgency and terrorism are often closely linked.” As such, in June of 2014, the UN En-
vironmental Agency of the UNEP held its first session to discuss illegal trade in wildlife. 
Following this, the UNEP published a publication series that presented views from the 
international community on global environmental issues and themes that are relevant to 
them and UNEP. This publication series is called Illicit Wildlife Trafficking: An Environment, 
Economic, and Social Issue. Within, the contributing authors including partners from the 
UNEP and the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) go into detail and highlight the main concerns 
for the illicit trade of wildlife and how this issue is inextricably linked with the economic, 
social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development, including the right to 
security, to health care and to adequate nutrition. 

In regards to our committee in particular, the illicit trade of wildlife has had increased in-
volvement of organized criminal networks and undermined governance frameworks and 
the potential to achieve sustainable development objectives. Thus, it will be our duty as 
the UNEP to dive into the causes of this criminal trade in order to prevent this spread in 
illicit trade in wildlife for the benefit of the international community. Traditionally, wildlife 
crime has been seen as being driven by the demand in consumer countries and facilitated 
by poverty in source countries. This means that the driving force behind the illicit animal 
trade comes from both a demand in developed countries with consumers willing to pay 
for these wildlife commodities as well as the inherent need for income from people in 
developing countries who are willing to commit criminal actions to make a paycheck. This 
cyclical crisis has spiralled into a seemingly unstoppable trade that has been increasingly 
dominated by criminal networks that are better organized, better equipped, and possess 
more extensive trade links spanning continents.

While the task of solution creating for the Illicit Trade of Wildlife seems impossible, I 
chose this as our second topic in committee because it is something that I truly believe 
needs more recognition in the international community in order to be solved. By putting 
your efforts into researching this topic, I hope that you not only discover what the inter-
national community can do to mend this issue, but also what you can personally do to 
help contribute to the solution!

All in all, I hope that you find the two topics chosen to not only be important to the in-
ternational community, but also deal with unique and dynamic areas of interest for the 
UNEP! Good luck researching and I hope to see you all in BMUN’s 67th session in the 
UNEP!
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