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Topic A: Accessibility to Basic Health Care Services

 Healthcare accessibility is not universal. Many citizens across the board struggle 
to have their basic needs met. In all refugee camps, inhabitants have limited access to 
mental health resources, sexual and reproductive health services, and epidemiology 
education. Moreover, when we think of healthcare for refugees, we tend to think of 
access to medical professionals and mental health services within refugee camps. 
However, once these individuals are relocated, governments tend to disregard a 
refugee’s access to these same crucial services. My goal for all delegates is to aim 
towards more accessibility in refugee camps and after relocation. For instance, 
refugees may receive minimal support from NGOs/government agencies while in 
overcrowded refugee camps, but after relocation individuals must support themselves 
despite potential education deficiencies and severe health complications. Certain 
organizations such as the IRC help refugees and asylum seekers obtain access to mental 
and physical health services within the first few months of their relocation but after this 
grace period these individuals must support themselves. Many of these individuals do 
not have the educational background needed to secure a professional career. Thus, 
financial instability leads to untreated mental and physical health. The focus of this 
topic is geared towards improving health care in refugee camps while also promoting 
sustainable services after relocation. 

 This topic is extremely important as the physical and mental health of all people 
is addressed in article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which states 
that “Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-
being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care 
and necessary social services.” This medical care, especially that of mental health and 
post-relocation services, is crucial yet often ignored. I hope you all explore systems that 
would protect refugees from all health adversities in any location. Overall, I chose this 
topic because refugees have countless needs that the international community should 
attend to. I hope this background guides you down the right path. The entire UNHCR 
dais is excited to see your work!

United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees



BerkEley Model United Nations

Topic B: Protecting Refugees from Contemporary Forms of 
Slavery

 When we think of slavery we often think of ancient forms of servitude, however, 
modern practices of slavery are present all across the globe. Some of the most common 
forms of this crisis manifest themselves as sex trafficking, child labor, debt bondage, 
and so on. Refugees are significantly more vulnerable to this crisis since there are few 
preventative efforts in place to protect them. Approximately 30 million people live as 
slaves all across the globe, most commonly in Africa and Asia where refugee populations 
are always increasing. To elaborate, when refugees are fleeing zones of conflict, they 
are very susceptible to human trafficking because of the lack of government law 
enforcement or the presence of other violent groups. In several instances, refugees 
have been scammed by traffickers and forced into sex trafficking or debt bondage. For 
example, many migrants are promised a safe passage to Europe, however, smugglers 
often use physical and sexual coercion to demand more money from these refugees 
after deals have been finalized which forces these individuals into slavery. One of the 
goals for this topic will be to explore the methods that intergovernmental organizations 
can take to protect refugees from such smugglers. Overall, I would like the focus of this 
committee to be on preventing refugees from being forced into these modern forms of 
slavery. 

 I chose this topic because contemporary forms of slavery are affecting more and 
more individuals every year. Although old conceptions of “slavery” are illegal in every 
nation, this cruel practice still impacts millions. It is vital that we stop this issue at its 
roots and create preventative frameworks to protect the vulnerable. As you conduct 
your research, I advise you all to always consider the impacts of short-term and long-
term plans seeing that solving this crisis in particular will depend on effective long-term 
initiatives. As you read and draw conclusions, ask who is being targeted, why they are 
being targeted, and how an event could have been prevented. More often than not, you 
will note that refugees are victims because state failures have made them vulnerable. All 
in all, this issue is important because a large population is at potential risk of entering 
modern-day slavery throughout the world. 


