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Welcome Letter 

My name is Suma Thati, and I will be serving as the head chair for the United 

Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) at BMUN 66. Our topics, as you know, are 

Religious Freedom and Exploitation, Forced Labour and Trafficking. The committee will 

function in accordance with the Rules of Procedure as outlined by The Hague 

International Model United Nations (THIMUN). As you will soon come to know, 

THIMUN is an extremely efficient procedural style for resolution building, especially in 

a human rights committee like ours!  

Just a little bit about me: I'm currently a sophomore at UC Berkeley intending to 

major in Media Studies with a possible minor in Journalism. I'm from India, but I moved 

around a lot and spent the majority of my adolescence in Southeast Asia (Malaysia, 

Vietnam and Singapore). Aside from BMUN, I'm involved in student theatre on 

campus, and I'm hoping to get involved in student journalism as well. I've been doing 

Model UN ever since I was 12 years old, and BMUN 66 will be my 17th conference. I 

can honestly say that MUN has been one of the most rewarding and fulfilling 

experiences of my life. I've learned so much from it both as a delegate and as a chair, 

and I hope that you take away as much from it as I did when I was in your shoes.  

Please read below for some information on your vice chairs:  
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Lucia is a third year studying Business Administration and Economics. 

Coincidentally, this is also her third year in BMUN and she’s excited for conference 

weekend to come around. This is her first experience with THIMUN procedure so she’s 

looking forward to trying it out and learning from the delegates. Outside of BMUN, 

Lucia is heavily involved in a consulting club on campus and has worked primarily in the 

tech space. When not working, you can find her exploring the Bay Area and hunting for 

delicious, spicy foods. 

 Soham is a second year student at Cal double-majoring in Engineering Physics 

and Electrical Engineering/Computer Science. This is his second year in BMUN, but has 

done 4 years of MUN in high school as well. He currently works in a high energy 

Physics lab in Berkeley and a Blockchain startup based in Santa Clara. In his spare time, 

he enjoys touring food in SF city and drinking boba. 

Ruchirangad Sharma is a freshman at Cal planning on double majoring in 

Economics and Business Administration. This is his first year in BMUN, but has been 

doing MUN for the past 4 years throughout his high school. In his down time, he likes 

watching talk-shows, including Stephen Colbert, Ellen and James Corden. His passions 

include cricket and eating. 
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I am so excited for this committee, and to meet all of you at conference! Please 

don't hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns. Have fun, 

good luck, and see you all in March!  
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
 

Topic Background 

 

The right to freely practice one’s religion without fear of persecution and 

discrimination has been challenged throughout the course of human history. From the 

persecution of early Christians by the Roman Empire, to the Holocaust, and to the 

violence faced by the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar to this day, discrimination on the 

grounds of religion has been a near-permanent aspect in our world.  

The right to practice one’s religion with absolute freedom is a fundamental 

human right, as set forth in Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 

“Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right 

includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in 

community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in 

teaching, practice, worship and observance (“Universal”).” 

64 nations, amounting to about one-third of the world’s countries, have high, or 

very high restrictions on religion, and these coincidentally are some of the world’s most 

populous countries (“Global”). The targets of such discrimination are often religious 

minority groups. For example, the Ahmadiyya community in Indonesia are frequent 
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victims of severe levels of violence and intimidation (“Global”), as they practice a 

different form of Islam in a predominantly Sunni country. Furthermore, it is unfortunate 

that in today’s world, the actions of a few contribute to backlash faced by many. The 

negative stereotyping and branding of certain religions are other aspects of this issue 

that need  to be addressed.  

Religious freedom is vital to global growth. Freedom of belief is considered as 

one of the three factors commonly associated with global economic growth. It has 

been proven that there is a positive relationship between religious freedom and 10 of 

the 12 pillars of global competitiveness, measured by the World Economic Forum’s 

Global Competitiveness Index (Grim). Beyond this, however, religious freedom is 

important because it represents a fundamental right guaranteed to every human being 

on this planet. Safeguarding the right to practice one’s religion is of paramount 

importance.  
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The Issue 

 

Defining Religious Freedom 
 

Religious freedom supports the right of any individual to freedom of thought, 

conscience and religion, alone or in community with others and public or private, to 

manifest their religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance (UDHR).  

Such a right is one that is absolute and should not be contested. The United Nations 

General Assembly adopted a multilateral treaty, the International Convention on Civil 

and Political Rights (ICCPR), on 16th December 1966. Article 18 of the ICCPR calls for 

the “freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs.” The Articles of the ICCPR are non-

negotiable even in a state of emergency (Fischer).  
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A Brief Timeline of Key Events 
 

 
Date 

 

 
Description of Event  

 
 

26th June 1945 The Charter of the United Nations is signed. 

10th December 1948 The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is adopted by 

the United Nations General Assembly. 

11th September 

2001 

Attacks orchestrated by al-Qaeda on the World Trade 

Center in New York City and the Pentagon in Washington 

D.C. leads to an exponential rise in hate crimes against 

Muslims in America. Sikh men also face backlash because of 

their turbans, often mistaken for Muslims. 

15th September 

2001 

Balbir Singh Sodhi is shot and killed at his gas station. He is 

the first person killed in the U.S. in what appears to be a 

hate crime against the Sikh community. 

5th August 2012 A Sikh gurudwar is attacked by a gunman in Wisconsin, 

resulting in the deaths of 7 people and injuring others. 

2012 Violent clashes between the Rohingya community and 

Buddhists in Myanmar leads to the displacement of over 

140, 000 people.  
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2014  The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL, also known as 

ISIS) gains global prominence. ISIS has since claimed 

responsibility for multiple attacks in both Western and 

Eastern countries.  

7th January 2015 Attack on French satirical newspaper Charlie Hebdo, once 

again leading to hate crimes against Muslims.  

13th November 

2015 

Attacks orchestrated by ISIS in Paris at the Stade de France, 

again leading to anti-Muslim sentiments.  

Figure 1:  Timeline of key events 

 

Persecution of Religious Minorities 
 

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples proclaims 

that “persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities [...] 

have the right to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise their own religion [...] 

in private and in public, freely and without interference or any form of discrimination” 

(“Declaration”). Despite this, religious minorities have long faced persecution in 

sectarian societies and authoritarian regimes. Be it conflict between Sunni and Shia 

Muslims or the discrimination faced by the Buddhist and Christian populations in 

Bangladesh (“Under Threat”), religious minorities face the effects of religious 
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discrimination on a daily basis. A well-known example is the violence inflicted upon 

Shia Muslims and Christians by the Islamic State. The United States Commission on 

International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) reported that following ISIS’ possession of 

Mosul,  12 dissenting Sunni clerics were killed, Christian priests and nuns were 

kidnapped, and houses of worship were destroyed (Bandow). Similarly, The Yazidis are 

an ethnically Kurdish religious minority present in Iraq and Syria, and they are also 

consistently targeted, with thousands of Yazidi civilians being killed, tortured or 

enslaved (Canaan).  

 While it is true that Muslim-majority nations have been found to more frequently 

persecute minorities present in their countries, persecution of religion extends well 

beyond this. For example, the Christian community is targeted in the largely-Buddhist 

Myanmar. Several predominantly Christian ethnic groups have been brutally 

suppressed by the military junta. While recent ceasefires, such as the one launched in 

September 2017, have put an end to some of these conflicts, the USCIRF has noted 

that conditions for religious freedom and related human rights have not improved, and 

nor has the government of Myanmar pursued the steps to do so (Bandow).  

 Religious groups have also faced cruelty in totalitarian regimes such as Eritrea 

and North Korea. Eritrea’s President Isaias Afwerki and his Popular Front for Democracy 

and Justice party are responsible for the torture of political religious prisoners. 

Religious prisoners are treated brutally, and receive some of the harshest punishments. 
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Similarly, North Korea is infamous for the countless human rights abuses that occur 

within its borders, and persecution of religion in any form is one such abuse. Belief in 

anything other than the supreme leader is seen as a treasonous offense. Freedom of 

religion or belief is non-existent, leading to many individuals who secretly practice their 

religion to be subjected to imprisonment, torture and sometimes even execution 

(Bandow).  

 

Negative Stereotyping of Certain Religions  
 

Followers of certain faiths have also found themselves to be victims of negative 

stereotypes associated with their religion based on the actions of a few. Individuals 

experience brutal discrimination in public, online and in partisan media. They also face 

prejudice when trying to find employment and housing. Perhaps the most well-known 

example of this is the treatment of Muslims in Western countries such as the United 

States and France. This is largely fueled by the media’s description of Muslims in 

relation to radical Islamic terrorism. “Islamic fundamentalism” has received widespread 

coverage as a result of significant events such as the Gulf War and the September 11th 

attacks on the World Trade Center in New York City. Islam as a whole was blamed for 

preaching destruction and violence in the post-9/11 world, despite the attackers being 

extreme radicals. The Muslim community has faced significant backlash, often through 



BERKELEY MODEL UNITED NATIONS 11 
 

violent rhetoric, discrimination and physical acts of violence. Countless mosques in 

major U.S. states such as Missouri and Tennessee were burned down (“Struggling”), 

and in France, mosques were also attacked and messages of hate were spray-painted 

on the walls following the Charlie Hebdo attack (Smith-Spark). Such events have led 

Islam to become a religion that is severely stigmatized in society. 

 Religious attire, such as the hijab worn by Muslim women, can unfortunately 

become hindrances to finding employment. Hijabis are stigmatized individuals in 

society in general, because Islam is a stigmatized religion. Such stigma becomes even 

more apparent in specific contexts such as the workplace, because the hijab clearly 

pinpoints them as a devout follower of a certain religion. This becomes even more 

problematic as hijabi women become aware of the stigma against them, and tend to 

have lower expectations of their own employability. A study conducted by Sonia 

Ghumman and Linda Jackson found that the lower expectations hijabi women as a 

result of severe stigma in society greatly affected the job offers they did and did not 

receive. This perpetuates a self-fulfilling prophecy in which hijabi women decrease their 

own employability because they are afraid to face discrimination (Ghumman and 

Jackson).  

 Muslim articles of clothing came under fire once again when France outlawed 

the use of a niqab, or a full-face veil, in public in April 2011. This was another ban on 

religious articles, following the 2004 ban on religious items from public schools, such as 
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large Christian crosses and Jewish kippa (Taylor). The ban was supported by then-

President Nicolas Sarkozy, and was especially controversial because France has 

Europe’s largest Muslim community, and such a law was seen as an attack by a secular 

republic on a religious community. Face veils were outlawed virtually everywhere in 

public, with the exception of religious places or when travelling in a private car. The 

burqa ban, as it became colloquially known, was upheld by the European Court of 

Human Rights on July 1st 2014. This legislation was touted as an attempt to further the 

secular nature of the French Republic, but it was widely criticized and labelled as an 

infringement on the rights of Muslim women to freely practice their religion in the 

manner they see fit (Chrisafis).  

 Such negative stereotyping depersonalizes and dehumanizes entire groups of 

people based on the actions of a few, even though the overwhelming majority of the 

victims of Islamic terrorism are Muslims themselves (Makhzoumi). It casts individuals as 

members of a group, and not as individuals with unique qualities and attributes. This 

“othering” of large groups of people contributes to a divided society with deeply-

rooted resentments on every side.  
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PAST UN ACTIONS/INTERGOVERNMENTAL RESPONSE 

 

In the past, the issue of religious freedom is one that has been addressed by 

multiple member states and by the United Nations as a whole. On 26th June 1945, the 

Charter of the United Nations was signed. One of the Purposes of the United Nations 

outlined in Article 1 of the Charter is “to achieve international co-operation in [...] 

promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms 

for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion.”  

 The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights’ 

(OHCHR) Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion and belief was appointed in 

Resolution 1986/20 by the United Nations Commission on Human Rights. The mandate 

of the Special Rapporteur includes promoting  measures at the national, regional and 

international level to ensure the protection of the right to freedom of religion, and 

identifying existing and emerging obstacles to this right. The Special Rapporteur also 

conducts multiple “fact-finding” country visits, addressing religious freedom issues in 

Bangladesh, Vietnam, Jordan, Cyprus and India, to name a few (Fischer). They examine 

incidents and governmental actions that are deemed incompatible with the provisions 

of the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination 

Based on Religion or Belief (“Special”). The main goal behind these visits is to gain 
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understanding of specific countries’ situations in regards to the issue, and then to 

provide feedback to countries and report to the United Nations General Assembly 

(“Special”).   

 

The following are some key resolutions passed by the United Nations on this issue, and 

a brief overview of what they entailed: 

● A/RES/36/55 - General Assembly: “Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms 

of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief”  

○ This 1981 resolution articulates the rights granted to every human being 

in the case of religion, and declares that no person would be subject to 

discrimination or coercion of any kind, either by State, institution, group 

of persons, or person on grounds of religion or other beliefs. It further 

calls on member states to rescind legislation that violates this right or 

promotes such discrimination. It also expands on the rights of a child in 

the matter of religious intolerance, stating that the child would have 

access to education in the matter of religion or belief in accordance with 

the wishes of their parents, and that they would be protected from any 

form of discrimination on the grounds of religion.  

● A/RES/51/93 - General Assembly: “Elimination of all forms of religious 

intolerance” 
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○ This 1991 resolution urges member states to ensure that their 

constitutional and legal systems provided for freedom of thought, 

conscience and belief, including provision of remedies in the case that 

this right is violated. It emphasizes the fact that restrictions on freedom of 

belief and thought are only permitted if legislature requires them to be, 

or are necessary for public safety, order, health, morals or the 

fundamental rights and freedoms of others. It further requests that 

necessary resources be provided to the Special Rapporteur in order 

ensure the implementation of his/her mandate.  

● A/HRC/RES/22/31 - Human Rights Council: “Combating Intolerance, negative 

stereotyping and stigmatization of, and discrimination, incitement to violence 

and violence against persons based on religion or belief”  

○ This 2013 resolution welcomes international efforts to promote 

interreligious, intercultural and interfaith harmony, and notes the efforts of 

the the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights, as well as the meetings in the framework of the Istanbul Process. It 

further encourages the creation of collaborative networks to foster 

understanding, dialogue and constructive action towards shared policy 

goals. It also calls upon member states to ensure the protection and 

respect of religious sites, and to counter religious profiling.  
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International Actions and Response  

 

 In the United States of America, freedom of religion is a constitutionally 

protected right. In 1998, the United States Congress passed the International Religious 

Freedom Act. This act led to the creation of the United States Commission on 

International Religious Freedom, which  investigates the records of over 200 countries 

with respect to religious freedom.  

 The United Kingdom is a signatory of the European Convention on Human 

Rights, which calls for a right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion in Article 

9.  

France guarantees freedom of religion by constitutional right as set forth by the 

1789 Declaration of the Rights of the Man and of the Citizen 

 The Middle East is home to the countries that have the highest overall 

restrictions on religion. Countries such as Saudi Arabia and Iran rank in the top 5% in 

the Government Restrictions Index of the Pew Forum (“Global”).  

● Saudi Arabia recognizes Sunni Islam as the official state religion, based on 

strict Sharia law. Non-Muslims are not permitted to become citizens, and Sharia 

law applies to all people within Saudi Arabia, regardless of religious faith. All 

women are required to be covered with appropriate attire. The country employs 
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a strict religious police force known as the Saudi Mutaween. The law in Saudi 

Arabia severely punishes those found to be violating the values of Islam. The 

General Court in Abha sentenced a Palestinian poet, Ashraf Fayadh, to death for 

apostasy in November, and writer Raif Badawi was publicly lashed for “violating 

Islamic values, violating sharia, committing blasphemy, and mocking religious 

symbols on the Internet” (“USA”).  

● Iran is an Islamic republic which recognizes Shia Islam as the official religion. 

While the government does guarantee religious freedom, some religions are not 

protected under law. For example, the Baha’i community, which is Iran’s largest 

religious minority, faces significant discrimination (“Iran”).  

● Iraq is a constitutional democracy that recognizes Islam as the official religion. 

Even though Iraq guarantees freedom of religion by law, no law in Iraq can pass 

if it contradicts the doctrines of Islam. The government’s ability to implement 

religious freedom laws is greatly limited, primarily due to insurgency and 

violence faced by the nation. The presence of ISIS has greatly diminished the 

rights to religious freedom in certain parts of Iraq (“Iraq”).  

● Syria guarantees freedom of religion, but it is often criticised for anti-Semitic 

state media and the favoring of Sunni Muslims. The presence of ISIS and the 

ongoing civil war has also greatly diminished the rights to religious freedom in 

the country (“Syria”).  
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Non-governmental Organizations Integral in the Response 
 
 One of Human Rights Watch’s (HRW) main focus points is freedom of 

speech, and religious freedom falls under this umbrella term (do note, however, that 

religious freedom does not automatically imply the vocal or written spreading of 

information, but rather one’s personal and private practice.) HRW is pursuant to the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and regularly publishes research reports on 

international violations of the rights set forth in the document. HRW also publishes 

regular articles and reports highlighting issues of religious freedom and calls for 

countries where such rights are being infringed upon to take action (“Human Rights 

Watch”).  

 The International Association for Religious Freedom (IARF) is the 

world’s oldest interfaith group. It has chapters in 16 countries and member groups in 

25 countries. It represents a wide variety of faiths, ranging from Islam, Christianity and 

Hinduism to Sikhism and Shintoism. In 1972, the IARF was granted consultative status 

with the United Nations Economic and Social Council, and was the driving force behind 

the 1989 creation of the Committee on Freedom of Religion or Belief which was 

subsequently granted formal status within ECOSOC in 1992 (“About the IARF”).  
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Case Studies 

 

The Rohingya Community in Myanmar 
 
 The Rohingya are a Muslim ethnic minority of 1 million people in Myanmar’s 

dominant Buddhist population of 52 million. They reside predominantly in the Rakhine 

state in western Myanmar (Peck).  The United Nations has described the Rohingya as 

one of the most persecuted religious minorities in the world. In a largely-Buddhist 

Myanmar, the Muslim Rohingya community are branded as intruders from Bangladesh, 

despite having lived in Myanmar for generations. In 2012 alone, violent clashes 

between the Rohingya and the Buddhist community killed hundreds of people and 

displaced around 140, 000 others, predominantly Rohingya. Although many experts 

refer to their persecution as “ethnic cleansing,” the plight of the Rohingya community 

has gone  largely unnoticed by the international community (Peck).  

The Rohingya also find no solace with the government of Myanmar. Criticism 

from various media and international organizations has been directed at Aung Saan 

Suu Kyi for her party’s failure to ease the plight of the Rohingya people, despite her 

renowned reputation as an upholder of human rights (Peck). Suu Kyi was awarded the 
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1991 Nobel Peace Prize for her “nonviolent struggle for democracy and human rights,” 

but her administration’s response to the Rohingya crisis is a direct contradiction to her 

history of peaceful protest. An estimated 400, 000 Rohingya have fled the violent 

military action taken against them by Myanmar’s government. The government of 

Myanmar views the Rohingya as foreign migrants, and not citizens (“Documents”). 

Furthermore, Bangladesh, which hosts a large number of Rohingya refugees, also 

refuses to recognise them as citizens (Peck). The Rohingya have claimed persecution by 

the state in regards to the widespread discrimination they face. A report published by 

the non-profit human rights organisation Fortify Rights analysed 12 government 

documents between the years of 1993 and 2013, and found that government policies 

imposed “extensive restrictions on the basic freedoms of Rohingya Muslims 

(“Documents”).” The policies were found to place severe restrictions on the 

community’s movement, marriage, and construction of houses of worship, among 

others. They were further prohibited from traveling out of their home state of Rakhine 

without permission (“Documents”).  

Advocating for the rights of the Rohingya community is considered to be an 

unpopular political position in Myanmar. As such, little to no effort is directing towards 

easing tensions and safeguarding the rights of the people. Despite this, however, in 

August 2016, Suu Kyi’s government appointed former United Nations Secretary-
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General Kofi Annan as the head of an advisory panel aimed at finding lasting solutions 

to the violence in Rakhine (Peck).  

The case of the Rohingya community in Myanmar is an example of how religious 

minorities are often the ones that face the brunt of religious discrimination. This is most 

clearly felt by those residing in countries with large populations of a certain dominant 

religion.  

 

 “Islamophobia” in the West 
 

In the post 9/11 world, the Muslim community has faced significant backlash in 

the West, often through violent rhetoric, discrimination and physical acts of violence. 

While not a new phenomenon, irrational fear and prejudice towards Muslims grew 

exponentially in the period of time immediately following 9/11. So much so, that this 

phenomenon has become widely known under a new name: “Islamophobia.” The 

Federal Bureau of Investigation stated that there was a “seventeen-fold increase” in 

the number of hate crimes directed towards Muslims in the United States between 

2000 and 2001. Former United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan referred to the 

exponential increase in hate crimes against Muslims as “a sad and troubling 

development (Moten).”  
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The Runnymede Trust, a racial equality think tank, identifies a list of components 

that define “Islamophobia” as it stands today. Some of these include the perception of 

Muslims as violent, aggressive, and supportive of terrorism and clashes of civilisations, 

and the view of Islam as a political ideology to be used for political or military 

advantage. Anti-Muslim actions and sentiments are seen as natural and normal 

(Moten), and these are fueled by consistent portrayals of all Muslims as being directly 

connected to terrorism. Such negative perceptions of Islam are further perpetuated by 

Western media, with journalists like Sam Harris of the Washington Times commenting, 

“We are at war with Islam.” Western media consistently uses value-loaded and 

inaccurate language to paint Islam as a religion deeply rooted in violence and 

extremism. Post 9/11, Muslims were, and sometimes still are, stereotypically portrayed 

in the media as a devoutly religious and undifferentiated group with rigid doctrines. A 

Pew Research Centre study found that about 36% of Americans believe that Islam 

encourages violence among its followers (Moten). The portrayal of Arab and Muslim-

Americans contributes significantly to the backlash they face. They are portrayed as 

being more attached to their country of origin than to the United States, and such 

distorted coverage is a great enabler of racial policing of Arab and Muslim-Americans. 

In the United Kingdom, Muslims are characterized as a “problem community” in 

media coverage, which greatly feeds the anti-Muslim climate in the country. A 2006 

report commissioned by the Mayor of London at the time, Kenneth Robert Livingstone, 
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looked into the portrayal of Islam in British media during the week of May 8th - May 

14th. It found that of the 352 articles studied, over 91% cast Muslims and Islam in a 

negative light, representing Islam as a threat to Western civilization. Livingstone said 

that the findings showed a “hostile and scaremongering attitude” towards Islam 

(Moten).  

There was also severe anti-Islam backlash immediately following the Charlie 

Hebdo and and Jewish supermarket attacks in France, ranging from attacks on 

mosques to messages of hate spray-painted on the walls. Following the November 

2015 Paris attacks, the number of hate crimes directed towards Muslims in France and 

Britain skyrocketed, with the majority of victims being Muslim women wearing the hijab 

(Soltani).  

While contentious, this case study illustrates the negative stereotyping of certain 

religious communities based on the actions of a few. It addresses both explicit violence 

and discrimination, and more importantly, implicit biases people have towards the 

Muslim community.  
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Solutions to Consider  

 

 This can be a difficult topic to suggest solutions to because of its moral 

implications. Perhaps a good place to start is to consider specific government policies 

that might hinder religious freedom in any sense. For example, delegates can think 

about whether legislature provides for safe spaces for religious communities to meet 

and pray together, and what governments might do to continue providing for such 

spaces and making them more secure and accessible for every member of the 

population.  

 Furthermore, the plight of multiple religious minorities that face severe 

discrimination in their home countries is often not given the attention it deserves. 

Delegates can consider ways of bringing such circumstances to light. Perhaps member 

states can implement a system of identifying regions for concern within their borders, 

and establish further protocol for safeguarding the rights of these people once the 

problems they face have been recognised. A long-term way to achieve this and to 

prevent further discrimination in the future may be to implement ways of representing 

religious minorities in all aspects of society. For example, representation can take place 

in the government, mainstream media, or in thriving industries within the nation. This 

can then foster long-term acceptance of such communities, as they become familiar 
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faces, and this can be especially true in countries with a large, dominant religious 

population. 

 

Questions to Consider  

1. One of the biggest problems with laws protecting religious freedom is that 

courts need a way to decide which religions to recognize officially. For example, 

Jehovah’s Witnesses are not recognized as a religious organisation in Russia. 

How might the international community go about addressing this issue without 

subconsciously creating a “legal hierarchy” of religions? Who is qualified to 

even make such judgements?  

2. Burqas, hijabs and other Islamic religious symbols are often generally perceived 

in a negative light in Western countries, and this extends to turbans worn by 

Sikh men, who are often mistaken for Muslims. In fact, some states have even 

suggested a ban on such religious items of clothing in the past. However, the 

religious clothing worn by priests, monks and nuns are generally not questioned. 

What are the social implications of placing taboos on religion-specific symbols? 

Why might a certain religion be facing such restrictions, justified by fear of 
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Islamic terrorism, despite the violent history of other religions such as 

Christianity? 

3. The Trump administration recently passed legislation that they claim caters for 

more freedom on the grounds of religion and belief. They say that through the 

new action, citizens and religious organisations will have more liberty to practice 

their faith without the threat of discrimination. However, the new action can also 

lead to discrimination against, for example, LGBTQ+ citizens while citing 

“religious beliefs” as a reason. An employer with staunch religious beliefs might 

refuse employment to an LGBTQ+ applicant, for instance. How might 

governments tackle this issue? What might legislation that accounts for 

discrimination faced by all members of society look like? Should there even be a 

“limit” of sorts on religious freedom to avoid such discrimination, and should 

this differ from country to country?  
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EXPLOITATION, FORCED LABOR, AND TRAFFICKING 
 

Topic Background 

 

 Human trafficking is the trade in humans, most commonly for the purpose of 

sexual slavery, forced labor and extraction of organs and tissues. It is a serious crime 

and a direct violation of the fundamental human rights every human is entitled to. 

Every year, countless men, women and children fall victim to trafficking, with an 

estimated 46 million individuals currently affected by this issue across the globe (Kelly).  

 Slavery has existed in multiple forms since the dawn of civilization, and despite 

numerous efforts by the international community to eradicate slavery in all its forms, 

human trafficking still emerges as a booming industry. The industry’s success can be 

attributed to the fact that it poses relatively no risk to the perpetrators, and yields high 

profits. Human traffickers target those that are weak, vulnerable and victim to 

circumstances. Disempowerment, social exclusion and economic vulnerability are just a 

few of the driving factors behind the trade in humans. Unsuccessful policies and 

attempts to resolve the issue only keep the industry thriving. Victims of exploitation, 

forced labor and trafficking suffer immense mental and physical trauma, with many 

falling victim to re-trafficking following their liberation. The lack of comprehensive 
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rehabilitation programs keeps the vicious cycle of trafficking growing, as many survivors 

feel that they have no choice but to go back to their lives under their perpetrators 

(Heath).  

 In order to address this pressing issue, we must consider both ways to prevent 

trafficking, as well as measures the international community and state governments can 

take to protect the survivors of trafficking and aid their re-assimilation into society.  

 

Figure 1:  Tier Ranking by Country - United States Department of Justice’s Trafficking in Persons 2016 

Report (“Tier”) 
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The Issue 

 

Defining Exploitation, Forced Labour and Trafficking 
 

This topic is multifaceted and tackles three different sides of a common issue. As 

such, understanding the differences in what each of the three sides entail and their 

nuances is crucial before resolution building can take place.  

Trafficking: The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) defines 

“trafficking in persons as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt 

of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of 

abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of 

vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the 

consent of a person having control over another person (McLaughlin).  

● Sex trafficking, as defined by the Institute for Trafficked, Exploited and Missing 

Persons (ITEMP), is “the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision or 

obtaining of a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act, in which a 

commercial sex act is induced by fraud, or coercion or in which the person 

forced to perform such an act is under the age of 18 years (Human Trafficking 

101).”  
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Exploitation: The UNODC defines exploitation as such: “Exploitation shall include, 

at a minimum, the exploitation or the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual 

exploitation, forced labor or services or practises similar to slavery, servitude or the 

removal of organs (McLaughlin).”  

Forced Labour (Labour Trafficking): The ITEMP defines this as “the 

recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision or obtaining of a person for labor or 

services, through the use of force, fraud or coercion for the purpose of subjection to 

involuntary servitude, peonage (debt-servitude), debt-bondage or slavery (Human 

Trafficking 101).”  

 

Background to the Issue 
 
 The human trafficking industry is estimated to generate around $150 billion 

annually, and this has been greatly energized by globalization (Molloy). Globalization is 

the emergence of an integrated global economy characterised by free trade, free flow 

of capital and cheaper foreign labor markets that are transnational. Such an economy 

creates the perfect situation for human trafficking to thrive. The rapid globalization of 

today’s economy and its effect on human trafficking parallels that of the trans-Atlantic 

slave trade that took place centuries ago. Globalization can be considered as 

contributing to the emergence of a “fourth world,” one that is populated by people 
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that are excluded by society, such as the homeless, the impoverished and the 

incarcerated. Coincidentally, it is from this “fourth world” that a vast majority of 

trafficking victims come from. Economic globalization has created high levels of 

interdependence between states and a high demand for cheap labor, which has led to 

the trafficking and exploitation of a vast number of individuals (Brewer).  

The UNODC outlines the following as the root causes of human trafficking:  

● Migration 

● Poverty 

● Oppression 

● Lack of social or economic opportunity 

● Political instability, militarism, civil unrest 

● Armed conflict 

● Natural disasters  (Addressing the Root Causes) 

 In terms of the economics of human trafficking, according to the ITEMP, there is 

a strong correlation between a country’s GDP per capita and their odds of being a 

source/destination country for trafficking. Every $1000 increase in GDP makes that 

country 10% more likely to become a destination country for trafficking victims 

(Institute for Trafficked, Exploited & Missing Persons). Conversely, a decrease in GDP 

makes the country in question more likely to be a source country. Trafficking also 

commonly occurs among migrants and refugees fleeing crisis and war. The large 
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migrant populations en route to Europe since the beginning of 2015 have found 

themselves especially vulnerable to human trafficking. Other populations that 

frequently fall victim to human trafficking include LGBTQ+ individuals, religious 

minorities, people with disabilities and those who are stateless.  

 Sex trafficking is perhaps the most popular form of human trafficking. As an 

industry, it has a net profit margin of over 70%. While trafficking in general is widely 

made possible by long-standing factors such as the root causes outlined above, 

demand of trafficked persons is really what drives the industry, because there is little to 

no risk deterring traffickers from selling and purchasing trafficked persons (Molloy).  

 

A Brief Timeline of Key Events  

 
Date 

 

 
Description of Event 

 

1921 The League of Nations sponsors the International Convention for the 

Suppression of Traffic in Women and Children  

1988 The Coalition against Trafficking in Women (CATW) is founded 

1990 The “End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and Trafficking in 

Children for Sexual Purposes” (ECPAT) campaign is launched in 

Thailand 
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1999 The International Labor Organization (ILO) holds the Worst Forms of 

Child Labor Convention 

2003 An armed conflict in Lebanon leads to an emergency information 

campaign with the NGO Caritas Migrant to raise awareness on the 

issue 

2013 The plight of migrant workers constructing the FIFA 2022 stadiums in 

Qatar is brought to light 

2015 The influx of migrants into Europe leads to the trafficking of 

thousands of victims 

Figure 1:  Key events pertaining to trafficking 

 

Prevention 
 

According to the UNODC, prevention of exploitation, forced labor and 

trafficking has not been addressed successfully in current anti-trafficking strategies 

proposed by the international community, primarily because of concerns regarding 

their effectiveness. A multitude of complex factors allow trafficking to take place, and 

these include underlying and root causes that may influence an individual’s decisions 

that can lead to trafficking. Dire poverty, gender discrimination and weak legislation 

and law-enforcement are a few of such root causes (Kangaspunta).  
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 Prevention initiatives in source countries thus far have been awareness-based. 

They include alerting populations of the dangers involved in seeking work abroad, 

introducing income-generating activities, and formal and non-formal educational 

initiatives aimed at groups of people thought to be especially vulnerable. Destination 

countries have also begun efforts to eliminate trafficking by monitoring working 

conditions, regulating recruitment agencies in sectors of concern and providing 

resources to migrants to help protect them from abusive practises. They have also put 

in place large-scale information campaigns to better inform the public about their 

rights as employees in the country (Kangaspunta).  

 

Rehabilitation and Reassimilation of Trafficking Survivors 
 

The processes of rehabilitating and integrating human trafficking survivors back 

into society face several hindrances and are often overlooked as more energy is 

invested in trying to prevent trafficking from taking place. Every stage of the trafficking 

process may involve grave physical, sexual and psychological abuse to the victim. 

Trafficking is particularly difficult as the abuse inflicted on victims is often repetitive and 

prolonged. Child victims are especially vulnerable because of their age and their lack 

of experience. This can stunt their growth both physically and mentally, among other 

severe implications (Kangaspunta). Survivors of human trafficking often suffer from a 
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multitude of psychological problems, such as Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, 

depression, anxiety, Stockholm syndrome, panic disorder, suicidal ideation, etc. Self-

blame is very common, and this is unfortunately one of the main reasons why many 

survivors do not seek help immediately following their liberation (Kaylor). Furthermore, 

when they do attempt to reach out, they face many obstacles. For example, 

perpetrators of trafficking take away any methods of communication, money, and 

identification, which makes it very difficult for them to get help in the initial stages 

following their liberation. Many of them also do not speak English, thus creating a 

language barrier which greatly inhibits their ability to communicate with those trying to 

help them (Heath). Victims may find it difficult to recount their harrowing experiences, 

or they might not be able to comprehend it. As such, it becomes very difficult for 

anyone trying to help them to provide effective care (Kangaspunta).  

 Furthermore, immigration policies can greatly affect a survivor’s ability to obtain 

help. Many victims are often brought to a destination country through illegal means. 

Victims of trafficking know that they are in their destination without proper 

documentation and visas, and therefore do not approach law enforcement officials for 

help, fearing reprimand and legal action being taken against them.  

 Governments often provide little to no support in aiding survivors in the 

rehabilitation process. They face severe stigma because of prejudice regarding their 

immigration status, and survivors of sex trafficking are especially subjected to serious 



40 BERKELEY MODEL UNITED NATIONS 
 

discrimination because of negative perceptions of the industry. This discrimination 

comes from society, which condemns the victims rather than the perpetrators, and 

even rejection from families. The long-term consequences of trafficking and forced 

labour are complex and may not have a definitive end (Kangaspunta). Survivors are 

often rejected by local communities, and this, combined with mental health issues and 

economic problems, unfortunately can lead to re-trafficking as survivors feel that they 

have no other choice (Heath).  

 In order for the vicious cycle of trafficking to come to an end, the successful 

rehabilitation of survivors is of paramount importance. Delegates can consider 

implementing comprehensive, structured programs that offer services such as 

counselling, medical checks, English lessons and other such forms of supporting 

survivors in their transition.  

 

Past UN Actions/Intergovernmental Organization Response  

 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is a driving force on 

combating human trafficking. Its aims are to offer practical help to member states by 

helping them draft laws, create comprehensive anti-trafficking strategies and assist with 

resources to implement them. The UNODC has outlined a three-step process that 
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should be advocated when it comes to combating human trafficking: “Prevention, 

protection and prosecution” 

● Prevention includes gathering information about traffickers and trafficking 

networks and raising awareness among relevant parties such as potential victims, 

police, social welfare workers, and immigration officers.  

● Protection refers to protecting the victims, sometimes through the use of 

raids. This is slightly controversial, because it could be difficult to discern 

between a victim and an offender. Victims are often unjustly tried in courts.  

● Prosecution includes the criminalization of the perpetrators of human 

trafficking (McLaughlin).  

 

The following are some key resolutions passed by the United Nations on this issue, and 

a brief overview of what they entailed:  

● A/RES/64/178 - General Assembly: “Issue of Improving the Coordination of 

Efforts Against Trafficking in Persons” 

○ This resolution urges member states to ratify the United Nations 

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime’s Protocol to Prevent, 

Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and 

Children, and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of 

the Child. It also calls upon the Secretary General to provide the United 
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Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme with resources 

to fully implement its mandates on the issue of human trafficking.  

● S/RES/2331 - Security Council Resolution 

○ This resolution calls for member states to implement comprehensive 

victim identification systems to improve the process of providing aid and 

protection, and also to establish good working relationships with the 

private sector and relevant NGOs to dismantle trafficking networks. It 

further encourages member nations receiving refugees to provide 

information on the services available to victims, and stressed the 

UNODC’s “Prevention, Protection and Prosecution” protocol. It 

condemns the acts of trafficking perpetrated by the Islamic State of Iraq 

and the Levant (ISIL), Boko Haram, Al-Shabaab, the LRA and other such 

groups.  

● A/HRC/RES/11/3 - Human Rights Council: “Trafficking in persons, especially 

women and children” 

○ This resolution calls upon member states to take appropriate measures in 

addressing the root causes of human trafficking, as well as officially 

criminalizing trafficking in all its forms. It also recommends that member 

states implement the Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human 

Rights and Human Trafficking, and continue to cooperate with the Special 
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Rapporteur on trafficking in persons. It supports the allocation of 

resources to strengthening preventative actions such as education 

reforms and, as well as gender- and age-sensitive measures to eliminate 

trafficking.  

● A/HRC/RES/8/12 - Human Rights Council: “Special Rapporteur on trafficking in 

persons, especially women and children” 

○ This resolution extends the mandate of the Special Rapporteur to 

promote the prevention of trafficking and to work closely with relevant 

organs of the UNHRC and international bodies and governments to 

protect the human rights of trafficking victims. It also calls for the 

strengthening of law enforcement, immigration and criminal justice 

personnel, and the establishment of mechanisms to prevent the use of 

the Internet as a tool to facilitate trafficking.  

 

UN.GIFT 
 
 The United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT) was 

formally launched in March 2007 by the UNODC. It is a “call to action,” tasked with 

holding governments, civil society actors, the media, the business community and 

concerned individuals accountable for  fighting for the eradication of human trafficking 

and slavery in all its forms. UN.GIFT aims to fight human trafficking by raising 
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awareness, strengthening prevention measures, reducing the demand for products and 

services of exploited people, supporting and protecting victims in their rehabilitation 

process and improving law enforcement (Kangaspunta).  

 

International Actions and Response  

 

Main Governments/Regions Involved in the Issue 
 

The United States/Latin America 

The Department of Homeland Security defines human trafficking as a “modern 

day form of slavery involving the illegal trade of people for exploitation or commercial 

gain.” According to the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), victims of trafficking in 

the United States are almost exclusively immigrants, particularly immigrant women. 

They are largely concentrated around travel hubs and popular immigrant destinations 

such as California and Texas. They are particularly susceptible because of lower levels 

of education, inability to speak English, immigration status and lack of familiarity with 

US employment protections. Undocumented immigrants are particularly vulnerable as 

many fear deportation and therefore do not seek help from the government (“Human 

Trafficking: Modern”).  



BERKELEY MODEL UNITED NATIONS 45 
 

The United States also publishes an annual Trafficking in Persons report, in 

which it ranks countries according to its tier system:  

● Tier 1 - Countries whose governments fully meet the Trafficking Victims 

Protection Act’s (TVPA) minimum standards. 

● Tier 2 - Countries whose governments do not fully meet the TVPA’s 

minimum standards, but are making significant efforts to do so. 

○ Tier 2: Watch List - countries where the absolute number of 

trafficking victims is increasing or significantly increasing and where 

there is a failure to provide evidence of increased efforts to 

combat trafficking from the previous year. 

● Tier 3 - Countries whose governments do not fully meet the TVPA’s 

minimum standards and are not making significant efforts to do so 

(“Trafficking in Persons”).  

 The Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 allowed greater 

maximum sentences for traffickers and provided resources for protection and 

assistance of trafficking victims (Patten). The United States has been called upon by 

non-governmental organisations (NGOs) such as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty 

International to further implement the United Nations Convention against Transnational 

Organized Crime’s Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 

especially Women and Children (Patten).  
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Russia 

Russia is a source, transit and destination country for victims of trafficking. It is 

on Tier 3 of the Trafficking in Persons Report, because of its failure to meet basic 

standards. Foreign migrant workers face problems such as withholding of identity 

documents, non-payment for their services, physical abuse or extremely poor living 

conditions. Victims of sex trafficking in Russia are primarily women and children from 

Europe (predominantly Ukraine and Moldova), Southeast Asia, Africa, and Central Asia.  

(“Russia”).  

Bangladesh 

In 2013, the Global Slavery Index placed Bangladesh in 10th place on the list of 

countries with the highest number of enslaved people. Modern slavery is a pressing 

issue in the country, most commonly domestic workers bonded and forced labour in 

rural and urban areas, low-paying factory work and sex workers. Bangladesh’s garment 

factories are no stranger to the international stage: the inhumane working conditions 

and the meagre wages have been consistently highlighted in international media and 

condemned by human rights organisations. Efforts by the international community 

have not been effective (Pelham). The 1993 Child Labour Deterrence Act by the United 

States Congress, which banned the importation of products created by child workers 

into the United States, actually ended up forcing child workers into sexual slavery, as 
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their means of earning money were taken away from them. As such, children became 

more susceptible to human traffickers (Pelham).  

 

Non-Governmental Organizations Integral in the Response 
 The Coalition Against Trafficking in Women is the world’s first organization 

created to fight human trafficking internationally. They take part in advocacy 

campaigns, education, victim services and prevention programs across the globe. It 

holds Special Status within the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

(“Who”).  

 Amnesty International considers human trafficking to be one of the most 

widespread and pervasive forms of violence against humans. It identifies trafficking as a 

series of abuses and violations of the human rights of the trafficked victim, both at the 

hands of their traffickers, and more importantly, within the criminal justice system. 

Amnesty has called for justice for trafficking victims charged with offences by the 

criminal justice system. Although Amnesty maintains an active voice and consistently 

monitors other organisations that combat trafficking, they do not have any direct 

programs or advocacy work focusing on human trafficking themselves.  

 The Polaris Project is an American organization combating human trafficking 

and modern-day slavery that has successfully pushed for stronger federal and state 
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laws regarding human trafficking and the punishment of the perpetrators. It operates 

the National Human Trafficking Resource Center hotline (within the United States), 

conducts trainings and provides services to victims of human trafficking (“About”).  

 

Case Studies 

 

Sex Trafficking in Thailand 
 

Thailand is one of the most popular destinations for sexual services, and is also a 

popular source country for trafficking victims. It ranks on Tier 2: Watch List of the 

United States’ Trafficking in Persons report. There are an estimated 3 to 4 million 

migrant workers in the country who are coerced and forced into labor or sex trafficking. 

Sex trafficking especially is a prevalent problem in Thailand’s extensive commercial sex 

industry (“Trafficking”). Thailand also serves as a popular transit country for trafficking 

victims from countries like China, North Korea and Bangladesh, who then go on to fall 

victim to sex trafficking in other countries in Southeast Asia, Europe and the Americas 

(“Trafficking”).  

Foreign trafficking victims migrate to Thailand on the promises of employment, 

often without proper documentation, and they then fall into the hands of traffickers in 
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the country (“Trafficking”). Sex trafficking rings are usually very small, comprising of 

around one to five women (Kobler). Despite prostitution being illegal, sex workers 

openly solicit on the streets and in red light districts.  

In terms of the causes of sex trafficking in Thailand, poverty is a very pressing 

issue, and this can drive children into the sex industry. Young girls in rural villages are 

particularly vulnerable, usually enticed by the offer of money or sold into slavery by 

their families. The girls are then controlled financially, forced to live in inhumane 

conditions and systematically abused at the hands of their pimps (Small). An anti-

trafficking law came into effect in 2008, but the Thai government and police lack the 

capacity to enforce these laws. Police corruption and sometimes the direct involvement 

of police in the facilitation of human trafficking is a major issue. Police officers in 

Thailand earn just a little more than the country’s minimum wage, which has led to 

corruption becoming a pressing matter. Furthermore, officers are reluctant to 

undertake the lengthy investigations required in trafficking cases because of how little 

they are paid, which had led to a lot of such cases going unresolved. The trafficking 

problem is further exacerbated by the lack of a comprehensive monitoring system, and 

a human-rights based approach to labour abuse cases, and systematic disincentives for 

trafficking victims. Annie Dieselberg, CEO and founder of Nightlight International, says 

that authorities do not always recognise the complexity of sex trafficking: “It isn’t as 

simple as underage women in a brothel. It may be an adult woman, walking the streets 
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of Bangkok, being forced against her will to work for sex (Kobler).” The criminal justice 

system is also often of no help, with countless traffickers going free without any 

criminal offences despite being arrested (Kobler). Normalized demand is a huge 

problem as well, with travel agents all across Asia, Europe and the United States 

openly promoting sex tourism packages to Thailand (Small).  

Sex trafficking is one of the most problematic and prevalent forms of trafficking 

in the world today. Its massive profit yield, in conjunction with the low risk to the 

perpetrators, make it an extremely profitable and in turn well-established industry that 

is difficult to put an end to. Thailand is a country that appears in international media 

very frequently as a place where sex trafficking is rampant. It is an example of a country 

that, despite having anti-trafficking laws, finds it difficult to enforce them because of 

factors like police corruption. It is an example of how maintaining legislature is just as 

important as creating it.  

 

Forced Labor in Qatar - Construction of the FIFA 2022 Stadium 
 
 Amnesty International accused Qatar of using forced labor at a flagship FIFA 

World Cup 2022 stadium, and FIFA of turning a blind eye to the workers’ plight. The 

organisation reported that workers at Khalifa International Stadium in Doha are forced 

to live in extremely poor working conditions, pay huge recruitment fees, and have had 
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wages withheld and passports confiscated (“Qatar”). In the summer of 2013, it was 

reported that several Nepalese workers died in Qatar, with many of them being young 

men who suffered sudden heart attacks. This is significant because Nepalese workers 

make up the largest group of labourers in Qatar, and often face exploitation and 

abuses at the hands of their managers (Pattisson).  

Workers at the Khalifa International Stadium have stated that they are 

threatened by the managers when they complain about not being paid for their work. 

An audit published by Impactt Ltd. in April 2017 found that around 79% of workers 

reported paying recruitment fees, and many of them are now severely in debt. The 

audit also found that workers were forced to work excessive hours with little to no rest, 

and around 25% of workers said that they felt unable to report health and safety 

concerns for fear of reprimand (“Qatar: Abuse”). They are often forced to work on 

empty stomachs and little rest. Most of these migrant workers come from India and 

Nepal (Pattisson). The country operates on a “kafala” sponsorship system in regards to 

migrant workers. Under this system, migrant workers are required to have a sponsor, 

who then serves as their employer, and they are not allowed to change jobs or leave 

the country without the sponsor’s permission (“Qatar”). This places migrant workers at 

the mercy of their sponsors, and takes away their liberty.  

Exploitation and forced labor are aspects of this topic that are often overlooked 

or not given as much consideration. This case in an example of how migrant workers 
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are exploited in foreign countries despite being promised safe working conditions and 

reasonable salaries.  

 

Questions to Consider  

1. Human trafficking victims are often mistaken for perpetrators and tried for 

crimes they did not commit. Furthermore, victims of sex trafficking are often 

found guilty of prostitution. As a result, they are often scared to seek help from 

law enforcement. How might current legislation be amended/enforced to 

prevent this from happening? 

2. The reintegration and rehabilitation of trafficking victims is an important, if not 

the most important, aspect of the problem that is often overlooked. Victims 

suffer from severe mental health issues and have trouble integrating into society. 

What can be implemented to help aid their transitions? How can we ensure 

long-term success of these solutions? 

3. Immigration policy has become a contentious issue in recent times. Multiple 

people have spoken out against tightening border control. The vast majority of 

trafficking victims are migrants who were seeking entry into destination 

countries. What do you think about the role tighter immigration control might 

play in addressing human trafficking, while keeping in mind the sentiments 

surrounding immigration today?   
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