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Since the 1990s, attacks on humanitarian aid workers in zones of conflict have become 
an increasingly alarming phenomenon, carried out by rebel groups, terrorists, or gov-
ernments. When the Red Cross and the Red Crescent were first established under inter-
national law, the symbol was meant to be a sign of neutrality. Firing upon any estab-
lishment with a Red Cross was labeled a war crime and was to be avoided at all costs. 
However, within the past few decades, a dramatic shift has occurred in which to some 
that sign no longer means neutrality and to others it is even a target. With changes in the 
nature of warfare, including conflict in more urban landscapes, an increase in intrastate 
conflict, and a drastic shifting of values after the 9/11 attacks, violence has been serging 
reaching an all time high in 2014 with 484 incidents. They have come in many forms: by 
governments strategically to monopolize aid, such as those by Assad’s regime in Syria 
or Al Shabaab in Somalia, or by non-state actors solely due to the negative connotation 
which aid organizations have come to face, such as attacks by militia groups in West 
and Central Africa. Although the amount of aid workers affected is not the most heavy in 
comparison to other conflicts in the world, the problem is when these attacks occur they 
can lead to the retreat of humanitarian aid organizations that are providing aid to the 
people that need it most. The casualties come, not in aid workers, but in civilians of these 
conflict ridden countries who, because of these attacks, do not receive the aid they need 
to survive. 

I am sure as a Model United Nations delegate, there has been or will be a time when 
your solutions will involve a humanitarian organization, whether it be run by the UN or an 
Non-Governmental Organization. My goal for this committee is for you to think critically 
about what sending aid workers to conflict zones means. Humanitarian aid is often the 
major pillar to bettering the lives of citizens before and after conflict. If these organiza-
tions lose their ability to provide medical aid, education, food, and other livelihood neces-
sities, communities in the most need cannot persist through conflict.
        
There are many major concerns regarding violence against humanitarian workers that 
should be kept in mind. Right now it remains extremely difficult to quantify these attacks. 
Without exact numbers to tell leaders whether this problem is getting better or worse, it 
becomes difficult not only to formulate solutions but also to generate political will from 
the people who have to power to carry these solutions out. In addition, without knowl-
edge and evidence from these attacks, accountability becomes very difficult to obtain. 
There has never been a trial for any of the attacks against aid workers in The Hague or 
any international court. Despite the plea to provide this accountability, to punish those 
who carry out these attacks and deter others from committing them, many nations have 
made a good point against using international courts as they have come into negative 
light as corrupt or “western” entities, which would hence politicize humanitarian aid. Too 
many, organizations have lost the notion of neutrality and represent western influence. It 
is important to keep these complications and shortcomings of the international commu-
nity’s efforts to put an end to these attacks in mind when researching as they will be very 
important in committee.

topic A: Protection of Humanitarian Workers in Conflict Zones
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Topic b: Rights of Internally Displaced Persons
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are those forced to move from their homes, due 
to conflict-related issues, such as violence by rebel groups or human rights abuses, or 
non-conflict related issues, such as development or natural disasters. They are very simi-
lar to refugees in many of their struggles for livelihood, education, and other basic human 
necessities. Their only difference in definition comes from the fact that refugees cross 
a border into another country when fleeing. However, despite this minor difference be-
tween them, refugees and IDPs receive tremendously different protections, both legally 
and physically. Refugees are given explicit legal protection, binding under international 
law. Although IDPs are granted these similar protections they are not legally binding. In 
addition, IDPs, especially conflict-related ones, often face even worse challenges due to 
their continued stay in the nation of hazard. Because of these challenges, barriers can 
often be created which make it difficult for humanitarian aid to reach IDPs to provide the 
help that they need. Even if IDPs can be reached, they do not get nearly as much focus 
from NGOs or other UN agencies in regards to protection. Not only do IDPs experience 
these shortcomings, but they also are often left out of peace agreements or resolutions 
after conflict. Although arguably IDPs are some of the most affected by conflict, only 
three of the nine recent peace agreements included means to help those who had been 
displaced. With all of these injustices the nearly 40 million people internally displaced due 
to conflict, a number likely to grow with stricter border regulations, it remains imperative 
that steps be taken to ensure these international shortcomings be bridged.   

In addition to conflict and natural disaster, an often left out and increasingly growing 
population of IDPs are development-induced. Despite the often positive connotation of 
development, sometimes it can act as a harm to citizens. Larger companies can come 
making it more difficult for local businesses to compete because of these companies 
often have better and expensive technology which allows for mass production and lowers 
prices of goods. With such development, growing numbers of citizens have had to flee 
their homes to attempt to make a livelihood elsewhere. 

Overall, despite such a sizeable population experiencing displacement, the UN is currently 
only able to provide aid to just over 5 million out of the 40 million displaced. Camps tend 
to be set up in rural areas, and humanitarian aid rarely reaches IDPs in cities, who are 
often homeless and have a hard time finding work. Because a vast majority of IDPs come 
from regions of instability, their integration and a continuation of support is necessary 
to regain stability and provide an ulterior lifestyle which does not require them to join 
militias or armies to put food on the table. That is why I believe this topic is so important. 
With proper solutions, helping IDPs can restore peace to regions as well as provide aid to 
those who truly need it most. This often disregarded issue is one of massive scale which 
needs to be kept in mind to ensure a better future in which the goals of the UN are car-
ried out.   
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