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Discussions about sustainable energy have been held for numerous years, resulting in a 
plethora of policies enacted and United Nations committees working to create a world 
that runs off sustainable energy. While it is has been common practice to default to solv-
ing our world’s energy problem with more renewable energy methods or more funding to 
create increase research, that is not the focus of this committee. This committee will be 
focused on methods of maximizing the efficiency of current energy sources as well as sus-
tainable energy sources. As current energy sources are finite, energy efficiency is becom-
ing equally important as renewable energy. While this topic can seem incredibly broad, 
we will focus on storage, particularly advanced batteries and fuel cells; capture, particu-
larly carbon capture and storage (CCS); and transmission, particularly smart grids.

This topic is especially important as newer more effective forms of energy capture, stor-
age, and transmission become more prevalent. Fossil fuels are currently being viewed as 
the more economical energy sources, but this stems primarily from the mass inefficiency 
of renewable resources as well as the lack of focus on key energy methods.  
An important factor in this topic will be understanding your country’s economic policies 
and reflecting those policies during debate. This means that you will need to thorough-
ly understand your country’s energy makeup and how supporting energy efficiency and 
a more sustainable energy policy will affect your country’s economic standing. Another 
key factor will be understanding the difference between energy storage, capture, and 
transmission development and sustainable energy development, as they are two different 
sides of the same coin.

 Your goal will be to firstly debate the efficiency and effectiveness of energy methods 
such as but not limited to advanced batteries and fuel cells, CCS, and smart grid systems. 
It is also critical that you work together with other nations to create a new dialogue on 
energy efficiency with a protocol for the next 10 years. I hope that this will teach you 
about the importance of energy efficiency and the importance of policy that can lead to 
a focus on energy capture, storage and transmission. On the economic side of things I 
hope that this topic will allow you to gain a strong understanding of the the fundamental 
difficulties in creating energy efficiency as well as its equal to importance to sustainable 
energy. 

This topic will be different from the traditional MUN committees in that your goal won’t 
be to solve a problem with policy, but rather to enact a protocol to dictate effective effi-
cient energy policies for the next 10 years, making it very important to balance long term 
and short term policies.

topic a: Efficient energy capture, storage, and transmission
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Topic b: Feasibility and development of smart cities
The past 20 years have seen the idea of the smart city rise and fall in a glorious fashion. 
When the idea first arose in 1977, the possibility of using data to manage assets and 
resources at maximum efficiency was captivating. However, despite numerous efforts, 
no entity truly fulfilled the vision of what a smart city could be; most ventures resulted in 
either cities that exhibited only one or two traits of an efficient urban center or ones that 
simply were unable to serve all their citizens and became ghost towns. Furthermore cities 
tried implementing exclusively new technologies, creating a highly advanced city but a 
city that didn’t cater to the residents. These difficulties caused most of the funding to dry 
up rapidly and many investors and organizations abandoned the concept itself.  Howev-
er, recently, the idea that a truly  intelligent city can be created effectively has arisen due 
to a rise in energy efficiency, data collection, and data utilization methods. The advent of 
smart cities is important, as they have the potential to counteract urban management 
problems that plague our society, including, but not limited to pollution, poverty, security, 
and mobility.

A smart city can be defined as an urban center that uses data and technology to in-
crease efficiency, improve sustainability, create economic development, and enhance 
quality of life. During debate, it is important to consider each country’s economic and 
political limitations. Many of the most important and beneficial technologies involved in 
an information city come from the use of data, and each country’s privacy policies will be 
important. The security of data is a growing problem and is something that will have to 
be addressed when creating a comprehensive solution.

The goal of this topic is for you to create a framework for the next generation of smart 
cities, a framework that is aware of specific challenges posed by the environments of dif-
ferent locations. This framework will be the blueprint toward ushering a new generation 
of smart cities. I hope that this topic will push you to think about the interconnectedness 
of the economy, technology, and policy, as this is often what hinders progress in many 
smart city projects. The concept of smart cities is one that is truly riveting and easily 
distracting, but it is important to consider the small things that made smart cities of the 
past ineffective. Furthermore it is critical to create an environment that is accessible to all 
demographics in an effort to achieve the fundamental goals of these information cities.
This topic, like the previous topic, is not exactly like a traditional MUN committee, in the 
sense that you will be creating a framework rather than solving issues with resolutions. 
Thus it is important to consider past failures of smart cities, and the needs of citizens  in 
order to build truly sustainable information cities that avoid the ghost town problems 
smart cities of the past faced
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