
HISTORICAL CRISIS COMMITTEE

Afghan Resistance to Soviet Invasion

 The topic for the Historical Crisis Committee for BMUN LXVI will be Afghan Resistance to the 
Soviet Invasion. In 1979, a socialist government in Afghanistan on the verge of collapse, requested 
assistance from the USSR. The Soviet Army invaded Afghanistan thrusting the region into the heart of 
the Cold War. The delegates will take on the role of the Afghan people who organized in 
opposition to the foreign invaders. Among them were secular nationalists, Islamic fundamentalists 
and tribe leaders just trying to hold on to power. The delegates will attempt to obtain aid from the 
West, who, in 1979, were still sympathetic to their cause. If the delegates can hold out long enough, 
the USSR, itself near ruin, will collapse and the delegates will be forced to deal with the 
consequences of this new world, and try to shape Afghanistan in their ideal image. Outside threats 
will not cease, as the Taliban, an Islamic army from Pakistan, will eye Afghanistan for a place of 
conquest. It will be up to the delegates to navigate global politics and local strategy, as they attempt 
to fight off a series of forces with Imperial ambitions all the while, staying united enough to build a 
stable society, or else Afghanistan will be plunged into darkness. 
 I chose this topic because for many high schoolers, the United States has been at war in 
Afghanistan for their entire lives and based on President Trump’s recent statements, it does not look 
like the U.S is going to leave the region any time soon. It is important that we both understand the 
history of the region as well as understanding the character of many of the people involved. The 
nature of the Afghanistan, and the Middle East in general, often gets portrayed as this fossilized 
conflict, but by interacting with its history we see that it is an ever changing place like everywhere 
else.
 Delegates should first look to the statements made by the characters they are assigned, and if 
that is sparse (which it may be) look to what their contemporaries said about them. As this was 
relatively recent history many of their philosophies will be preserved. If that is difficult to access, try to 
research the general philosophy of the character’s coalition.  
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