
4TH COMMITTEE: SPECIAL, POLITICAL AND DECOLONIZATION 

Political Stability in the Middle East
 
	 The	Arab	Spring	is	one	of	the	great	political	upheavals	in	our	era.	It	spread	like	wildfire	and	
upended the politics of the Middle East and North Africa. The string of democratic revolutions, 
however, also precipitated bloody civil wars and widespread turmoil. Some uprisings were successful, 
some were not, and a few are brutally ongoing; all led to increased political and social instability in 
the region. That instability has led to humanitarian crises, skyrocketing refugee populations, famine, 
and persecution. It has devastated economies and jeopardized regional trade. Even though most 
countries	are	not	at	war,	many	face	significant	and	destabilizing	issues.	This	topic	seeks	to	address	
that volatility and improve political stability in the Middle East.
 Ideally, I hope you will make every effort to resolve the crisis, but remain cognizant of the 
limitations of the committee. The most important tenet of international law is sovereignty, the idea 
that states have the right to govern over their own people and territory without interference from 
other	countries.	It	can	be	difficult	to	increase	political	stability	without	violating	sovereignty.	In	
addition, you should strive to address symptoms of the political crisis, such as refugees or economic 
stagnation,	as	these	only	inflame	the	situation.	It	is	critical	to	remember	realism	and	policy	accuracy,	
however, when acting in committee. You are constrained to do the most you can to solve the issue 
without straying off country position.
 The Middle East is home to hundreds of millions of people, trillions of dollars of economic 
activity,	and	decades	of	recurrent	conflict.	The	Arab	Spring	was	a	staggering	string	of	democratic	
revolutions, threatening the foundation of all Middle Eastern nations and its effects are still acutely 
felt. Beyond the Syrian Civil War, political instability has led to power politics, terrorism, and religious 
persecution. However, most of these problems are fundamentally politically caused, meaning a good 
solution could alleviate an entire region.
	 I	chose	this	topic	specifically	because	of	its	complexity.	It	is	a	difficult	problem	that	has	yet	to	
be solved and has since caused other issues around the world. The Middle East is a fascinating region 
and this topic gets to the heart of why previous resolutions have failed to end the crisis. I 
especially	hope	that	you	will	be	challenged	by	this	topic	to	find	creative	solutions	together	while	
following country policy.
	 When	researching	this	topic,	I	encourage	you	to	think	extremely	critically	about	what	you	find.	
The	Middle	East	is	a	region	that	inspires	a	large	amount	of	bias	which	can	make	it	difficult	to	find	
truth. In addition, although we are considering the topic in the present day, it is important to 
realize	the	historical	context	behind	the	Arab	Spring	and	even	earlier	to	understand	why	some	of	
these issues seem so intractable.
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Protection of Indigenous Minorities

 Indigenous populations are one of the most at-risk groups in the world facing an array of cruel 
circumstances and severe treatment. From uneven laws to outright persecution, indigenous groups 
are rarely afforded the same rights and treatment as citizens of the country in which they live. 
Indigenous peoples are disproportionately affected by environmental destruction, have 
significantly	shorter	life	expectancies,	and	are	culturally	ostracized.	Even	in	developed	nations,	they	
suffer far greater rates of medical problems than others. This topic seeks to address this humanitarian 
inequality and improve the livelihood of millions around the world.
 This problem affects a wide range of countries. It is my hope that you will implement a broad 
framework for how countries and regions should treat indigenous peoples and what rights should be 
afforded to them. It is also important to consider how to protect these minorities without outright 
violations	of	sovereignty.	I	hope	each	of	you	will	work	to	bring	the	experiences	of	your	country	on	this	
issue into debate and that you will fully consider the range of problems facing these groups. It is 
critical to remember realism and policy accuracy, however, when acting in committee. You are 
constrained to do the most you can to solve the issue without straying off country position, even if the 
country	position	exacerbates	the	problem.
 This topic is an alarming humanitarian crisis because despite the huge contrast in life 
expectancy	and	quality,	little	has	been	done	to	address	the	problem	until	very	recently.	Simply	
because of their heritage and historical events, large and vulnerable swathes of society all over the 
world are routinely prone to discrimination and maltreatment. This is as true for developed nations as 
it is for undeveloped or developing nations. Furthermore, the issue is frequently ignored and 
forgotten, with many countries preferring to focus on other topics. It therefore falls to international 
humanitarian organizations and the UN to protect their livelihood.
	 I	chose	this	topic	specifically	because	it	is	often	overlooked.	Indigenous	groups	are	often	some	
of the most culturally colorful with rich and vibrant traditions. However, their heritage regularly leads 
to persecution or inadvertent mistreatment. Unless the situation escalates to mass violence, many of 
these cases are simply overlooked. In addition, many international frameworks designed to protect 
these minorities have failed to do so, making this topic not only pressing, but challenging to succeed 
where others before have failed.
 When researching this topic, I encourage you to focus on historical efforts and indigenous 
minorities in your own countries. Of course, knowledge of indigenous minorities around the world is 
also important and I encourage you to research this as well, but knowing how they are treated and 
governed in your own nation and prior efforts to improve the situation are of tantamount importance.
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