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Food Security and Agricultural Sustainability

 This topic will focus on current agricultural challenges in feeding an increasing world 
population. Today, 1 in 9 people worldwide are malnourished, according to the UN, and the regions 
where hunger is most concentrated also happen to be the regions that are experiencing the 
highest population growth rate. With this topic, we will address three primary points: 1) current 
hunger: approximately 1.2 billion people live in abject poverty and do not receive enough to eat; 2) 
future generations: expected increases in agricultural demand associated with population growth, 
urbanization, population growth, and rising per capita incomes will require continued increases in 
agricultural production, although evidence suggests that growth is slowing in important agricultural 
regions; and 3) agricultural sustainability: environmental problems associated with unsustainable 
agriculture and climate change could threaten agricultural productivity, arable land, and necessary 
ecosystem services. A combination of both advances in sciences and improvements in policy is 
necessary in order to address these concerns. 
 One of the themes that I wanted to emphasize in this committee, across both topics, is the 
idea of sustainability for the future. Within our lifetimes, our population is projected to increase 
another 3 billion, at the current growth rate of 1.3%, over the next half-century. Population experts 
have raised questions over whether or not the earth has a “carrying capacity” - that is to say, if the 
earth only has a finite amount of resources to support a fixed number of people. So far, we haven’t 
reached that carrying capacity, and in fact, there can be ways to circumvent it. But at the same time, 
hundreds of millions of people are hungry and malnourished, and billions live in poverty and don’t 
receive enough to eat. With our current population growth rate - which also happens to be highest in 
the poorest regions - future generations may go hungry, especially since agricultural practices today 
are unsustainable for our planet. This is why I personally believe understanding this topic is so 
important, and is precisely why I chose it for our committee. As you all start your research and as you 
all start preparing for conference, I want you to think with a very solutions-oriented mindset, 
especially regarding the situation in Sub-Saharan Africa, which has been resistant to recent progress.  
Some other things to consider keeping in mind are lessons that we can learn from the past (look into 
the Green Revolution), the source of current challenges, and what you think might change in the 
future (think mostly of population growth and climate change). 

Overcoming Barriers to Education

 This topic deals with some of the current barriers that are preventing equal and universal 
education. There are three main categories covered: 1) social barriers that include racial and 
gender biases, as well as discrimination against those with disabilities; 2) physical barriers like unsafe 
or incompatible environments, accessibility, lack of funding and resources, and poverty; and 3) 
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barriers due to instability or conflict, especially in violence/conflict afflicted regions or nations without 
a strong infrastructure. Inadequacies and inequalities in the education system are most common in 
regions with sustained poverty. The topic will primarily take a human rights based approach and also 
discuss some of the possible changes to make at local, national, and international levels in order to 
improve education plans and systems and ensure education for all. 
 Education shouldn’t be a privilege - it should be a basic human right, and moreover, it is critical 
for the development of future generations of children, communities, and countries. Providing this 
basic education can break existing intergenerational chains of poverty, spur economic growth, 
empower generations of people, and build the foundation of a nation by educating its youth. As you 
begin your research, I would like you to think over some of the barriers that you read about and 
consider why they exist. Additionally, look into the difference between supply-side barriers and 
demand-side barriers. Break these barriers down into the three categories outlined above, and add 
more if you would like. See if you can find some kind of common theme. It’s likely that you’ll find a lot 
of intersection between these different categories. In many cases, educational barriers vary by region, 
but are often linked to something present in that region, whether it’s the culture, HIV/AIDS, violence, 
poverty, etc. Because these barriers vary, the needs of each region vary, and we need to think about 
how we can address all these concerns and what actions to take. Some things in particular that I want 
you to look into are the effects of poverty and conflict on education, since these are arguably the 
largest contributors to out-of-school children. One particularly interesting case study is the situation 
in Syria and the idea of the “lost generation.” We can see firsthand the erosion of Syria’s education 
system as a result of conflict, and the conflict itself has resulted in other physical and social barriers, 
as refugees are faced with a whole host of new, unique issues. Finally, I would like you to consider the 
economic impact of educational barriers on the prosperity of a country and what may be the result of 
“lost generations” or unequal education. 
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