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Sea-level Rise & City Planning
 
 Regardless of personal opinion, data from the past centuries show that sea levels have been 
rising quite steadily. Many scientists have confirmed that we should expect to continue to see this sort 
of rise for the next generations.  Human settlement regions such as coastal areas, low lying lands (eg: 
floodplains) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are all at greater risk of damage from sea level 
rise than inland areas.  These damages come in the form of natural disasters, disappearance of coast-
lines, economic challenges and many more casualties.   Unfortunately, we’ve become stuck in a cycle 
that has done the very opposite of slowing down this rise: we live in a world that is becoming 
increasingly urbanized, UN-Habitat predictions state that by 2030, 6 out of 10 people will be living in 
urban areas.  Consider all of these cost of building our grandest cities: loss of greenery, increase of 
pockets of CO2 aiding in the depletion of our ozone layer, increase of pollutants in water runoff, strain 
on sanitation leading to health issues, the list can go on!   So, what can we do to fix any of these 
issues?  UN-Habitat aims to change this story.  To change the way we are building and living in our 
cities.   
 Why do we have to create buildings with enormous carbon footprints?  Why should our coastal 
cities be so unprepared for flooding, when we know its probability?  The aim in our debate will be to 
answer these questions and many more.  By taking on this issue from the viewpoint of city planning, 
we begin to talk about resiliency, responsibility, equity and most importantly about climate change 
itself.  In April 2016, 194 states and the European Union joined together to sign the Paris Agreement 
recognizing their duties to stop the increase in global warming.  The only member states to not agree 
to this were Nicaragua (proceeding disagreements with the UN in regards to lack of punishment for 
countries who do not follow the Agreement) and Syria (due to being in the midst of civil war). (Note 
to delegates: please be aware that despite what you may have heard the US is still bound to the Paris 
Agreement and cannot withdraw until 2020!)  This being said, this is not a debate about whether or 
not climate change exists, rather let us work to find real solutions that can be implemented to both 
help reduce rising sea levels and to aid the areas affected by this rise.  This will not be easy and 
requires a lot of research into what has worked in the past, what has not and new innovations for the 
future!
 Delegates, I hope that this topic and committee as a whole will push you to think in ways that 
MUN may never have before.  In your research, I encourage you to put on many different hats.  Be a 
city planner one day, an architect the next, a scientist, a fisherman living on the coast.  Make 
yourselves aware of global equity issues that face poor ethnic minorities who are forced out to live 
in floodplains.  Understand that concrete jungles will never filter CO2 as well as our trees and other 
living plants can.  In all of this, remember to learn of your own country’s limitations, weaknesses and 
successes.  Be ready to bring all of this knowledge to committee, but also be ready for someone else 
to point out the holes in your plans.  That is the greatest way that we can move to our comprehensive 
city planning recommendations for various global regions.  
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Building the Progressive City
 
 As technology and science continue to move forward in increasingly rapid succession their 
inclusion in our cities have gained just as much importance as their usage in our daily personal lives. 
“Engagement” and “participation” have become important vocabulary that must be addressed in 
discussing evolving cities of the 21st century.  While these new technologies are great in increasing 
mobility, making daily life more efficient, etc, certain parts of their practices often leave out 
marginalized communities.  This eventually leads to greater problems, as cities work best when all 
residents feel as if they hold stakes within the city itself, when all feel included and listened to.  Pierre 
Clavel was one of the first to discuss the Progressive City, in his book “The Progressive City: Planning 
and Participation” which made several observations on several American cities (including Berkeley!).  
In the 21st century it’s important to ask questions such as: would setting city planning policies focused 
on turning private corporations’ problems (such as reducing carbon footprints) as public government 
issues ?  How can we use our understanding of increasingly globalizing technologies and programs to 
prepare for such issues?  These are the questions we will attempt to discuss and answer as a 
committee.  
 In order to debate this issues it is important to understand three things: the different policies 
passed by city planners and local governments and how they affect cities, the growing new 
technologies and advances happening within cities of your own country, and lastly how all of these 
policies, technologies and advances can become exclusionary to certain groups.  I highly recommend 
for delegates to be able to define the Six Components of Smart Cities as defined by Dr. Rudolf 
Giffinger and to be able to contextualize this information outside of the European lense.  
 This topic is very near and dear to me as it truly is one that is currently affecting multiple 
generations across age groups and will continue to do so as our technology expands.  I hope that in 
your research you will become just as fascinated with the advances we are making globally in our 
cities as I have.  I think a very great quote by Benjamin Franklin that applies to both our committee 
and to this subject is:“If you fail to plan, you are planning to fail”.  We will as a committee prepare 
several plans that will recommend ways of inclusion for several groups.  This is one topic in which 
blocs will become very important as needs of certain countries are very different from others.   
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